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S&IF%‘AETION NEEDED TO CURR AL ARQAM'S DEVIANT\TEACHINGS, SAYS PM

N i L (e, s swift

KUALA LUMPUR, Auq.5 (Bernamg) -- The goveriment has to 1e§or§ to ;Yi o
action .against Al Arqgam, a threat to the practice and‘teachlnq§ of Is amh}
the country if the movement was alloved to flourish, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sald today.

Should Al Argam be allowed to move freely, it would'evenguallv qrow
hiq, and once people-believed in the movement's teaching, it would be
difficult to turn them around, he added. ’ .

The qgoverament did not fear the movement as made out by certain

“gharters, the Prime Minister told reporters after opening the first East

Asian Younq Leaders Conqress here. ' ' .

Dr Mahathir said: “We don't want our children tg qro¥w with that kind of
anderstanding (by adopting the practice andrteach%nqs_of Al Arqam).

"Jt is a question of faith and, as vou knov, faith is not hased on
reason. - S o ‘ ' .

;If vou believe (in it), vou helieve and if vou believe @hat this min
(Al Arqam leader Ashaari Muhammad) is qoinq to he the mes§laht then t e;e
i$ no way we can tell the people who are converted to their vlews,tgat e
is not (a messiah). 'So, we have to do it (take actions) very early." ——
more _ ‘
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The National Fatya Council today outlawed Al
teachings and bheliefs.

‘Replving to reporters' questions, Dr Mahathir said the qovernment had

taken similar action on other qroups or movements involved in deviant
teachings in the countrv.

"They must conform with
What thev do is likelv to
‘Dr Mahathir said he did
movement's desire to form

Argam and all its

the expected version of the teachings of Islam.

confuse the people in this country," he said.

not think that Malaysians would support the

the government in this countrv.

Hovwever, he said Ashaari was welcome to try to take over the qovernment
leqitimate wavy by forming a political party.

Ashaarl could come back, ston his deviant teachings and form a

rolitical party to contest-in the general election, he added. —- more
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“We have contested throungh political parties... I have lost in .
elections. 8o, in Malaysia, it is possible to win and also to lose and even
some states have gone to the opposition (parties)," he said.

Asked if Ashaari could join Umno, Dr Mahathir said he could do so

- provided he subscribed to the principles of Umno.

Dr Mahathir said: "As vou knovw the second man in Umno now (Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anvar Ibrahim) was formerly very much against us. As
leader of ABIM (then), he was very anti-government."

He was also asked about Ashaari's plan to return from Jordan and the Al
Arqam leader's intention to sue him for unfounded alleqations aqainst him
‘and the Al Argam movement. o _

" pr Mahathir said Ashaari was welcome to do .so. as long as he acted
vithin the law. ' .

Al Arqam could alsc sue Islamic Centre Director-General Haii Zainal
Abidin Abdul Kadir Zainal for defamation over his (Zaipal's) claim that the -
movement had set up an armed wing called "Penteras Badar."

“Je ¢an do that-too if he has grounds for it....bhut he must accept that

there is.rule of law here and the law will apply to him equally as it

apnlies to evervhody else ™ he added. —— more
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About the "Tentera.Badar," Dr Mahathir said the movement advocated some
_kind of military action.

"Thev .didn't actually qget dewn to setting up this army. But, they have
pamphlets which say that at some stage they need to have this kind of force
in order to achieve their tarqet," -he said.

Dr Mahathir also.said it would he up te the anthorities concerned to
decide what form of action to take aqainst Ashaari on his return.

"If he has hroken the law and they think that he should he arrested,
they-will do so," he added. -- Bernama
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In MELAKA,

Law Minister Datuk Syed Hamid Albar sa

Al-Arqam move . f . id : ;i
consid;rad {;miﬁgnw?;_tre?_to take leqal action aqaiﬁczhihgzzlsged i
JpooowhesE Lo dave injured its ri . [ @daslist o those whom it
1ts agencies. rec¢ 1ts rights and this included the n0vnrnﬁigr or
If such acti phresninent
: : ‘tion was tak
to the 2 taken by the movement,

the matter wonld b _—
tion, he added. ¢ referred

ermine vhether there jis a

"Ttw_“ttorney-General for counter-ae
It 1s up to the courts to dete .
us," he toldreporters when comme

ern case aqgainst

2 Arqam menhe e LeES vhen menting on ?he defamation suit filed by th

Abqdan ¢ tinst Islamic Centre Director-g 3! inal Abidie
iy pors = ‘ cter—General Haii Zainal Abidin

The qove WO ; : -
Arqam,ISyégngsﬁ§dw22%S ?Efend ???tgver stance it had taken against Al
o - Sye Soen oedlllalter officiating the 10th annivers hrati
Hgnzgi:lut;?ebnoloql Mara (ITM) Lendn peaflﬁ;?wzgnlvelbary celebrations
- He S0 said the government t Lo ames HRland. ' '
Lqovernment took action against A
: : act ar st Al Argam bhecause j
via > Lrue teachings of Islam. —— Rernama am because it had
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