
Mohamad said t.oday. 
-‘&o~ld Ai im[ap~ )I? $10~1 to move frwli, it. would event.ually wow 
Hill, and once geop~e-J+lievec!? in the movement's teachinq, it. Hodd he 

difficult to turn O&n around, he added. 
The qovernment. did not. fear t.h. P movement. as made out. by’ certain 

.“qilart.ers,’ t.hc: Prime Mj.nist.er told reporters a’ft.er openiw t.he first. East. 
Asian Young Leaders Congress here. 

Dr Mahat.hir said: “we don’t. want. our c+hildren to qrow xi.t.h that. kind of 
underst.andinq (by adoptinq t.he ,gractice an.. rl t.eachinqs of Al ArcIam). 

“It. is a quest,ion of fai.t.h and, as you know, f a.iXh is not. based on . . 
reason. 

I “If you believe (in it.), .,you believe and if YOU believe that. this man 
(Al Arqam leader Ashaari Muhammad) is qoinq t.o be t.he messiah, t.hen there 
is no way ye can tell t.he people who are conuert.ed to their ?liews that. he 
is not. (a messiah!. ‘So, ye have t.o do it. (take act.ions) very ear>Y.” -- 
more . 

ES LDR 

-’ 

CNS6324 
U GE,!?+48 49158 E.4351 
aae the , , - 

Mahat.hir-Arqam 2 Kunla Lumpur 
7 

, 

” The Nat.ional Papa Council t.oclay out.lawed Al Arqam and all. it.s 
t.ea<hinqs and beliefs . 

Replyinq to reporters ’ cfues tions, Dr !?ahat.hir said t.he qoverninent. had 
t&en similar action on 0t.he.r qrougs or movements 
t.e.achinqs in the-sountr’y . 

invaltred in deviant. 

“They must. c.an’form with the expected version of t.he teachings of Islam. 
What. t.hey do is likely t.o confuse the people in this country,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir. said he did not. t.hini that. Malaysians would support. the 
movement. ’ s desire t.o form the government. ifi t.his c!ourltry. 

However, he said Jshaari 
"but he must. do it' * 

xas welcome t.o t.ry t.o t.ake over t.he qovernment. 
In a Ieqit.imare way by forminq a nolit.ica.2 part.y. 

Ashaari c!o~ld c,ome back, st.oy? his deviant. .t.eachinqs and form a 
political party, ‘to tiont.est.- in t-he qeneral eI.ect.ion, 

ES LDB *’ 
he added. -- more 
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“wg ‘have cont.est.ed t.hro~@y’ pnlit.ical part.ies. . . I have: lost. in q ’ 

elfxt.ions . So, in Malaysia, it-. is possible to xin and also t.O 1OSQ and even 
some st.at.es have qone to the opposi.t.ion (parties) ,” he said- 

Asked if Ashaari ~ov.ld join Umno, l)r Mahat.hir said he could do SO 

provided he s&sWihed t.0 t,he grincKi.ples of Umno. 
Dr Clahathir said: ,.s , _ . . . "A . V~U know the ,seconcl man in Ilmno now (Dep1Jt.y Prime 

Yinister Dat.uk Seri Anvar Ihrahim) Has formcrl, v very much aqainst. us. AS 

ieader of .!BIM !t.hen! , he Has very ant.i-qovernment.. ” 
He was also asked ahout. Asbnari 1 s plan t.o return from Jordan and the $1 

Araam leader ‘s int.ent.ion t.0 sue him for ~mfouncled a,l1E!qat,iOnS arjainst. him 

I  ,  

‘and t.he Al -Arclam movement.: . 
Dr Mahnt.hir said Ashaari vas velcpme t.0 cl0 .so, as long as he act.ed 

within t.he lax. 
Al Arqam could also slle Islamic Cent.re Direct.o’&Gene.ral Haii Zainal 

Abidin AhduJ Itadir ‘Zainal for defamation cwer his (Zain.al ‘Fj) cl:?im t.hat. t.ht? 

mc!veme~t. hzd set. up an armc... >fl winq .c,alle(l “TeiCera, Dadar . ” 
“[.]e cap. (10 that. -too if he has qrounds fC!r it.. . . ‘,... .- hL{f, he .muSt. accey.,t. that. 

the.re. is ,rule’ of lau here and t.h:. ~1 law l/ill appl\r ‘t.o him eqnally as it 
applies t.0 ~gryhdy ~lsc’,~~ he added. -- more 
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Ahcut. the “Tentera,. Badar , ” nr fiahat,hir said’ t.he movement. adYOCat.ed some 

kind of milit.ary act.ion. 
“They .dj.dn’ t actually qet. I!O% 

6 . pamph1et.s uhich say that. at. some 
in order t.o achieve t.he.ir t.awet. 

I Dr Mahat.hir ‘also. said it.‘u6uld 
decide rhat. form bf ad-on t.o t.a 

“If he has broken t.he lau and 

t.o set.t.inq up t.his army. But., t.hey have 
st.aqe they need t.6 have this kind of f0 

, ” .he said. 

kg up t.0 the aut.horit.ies c!onc!erned t.0 

ke against. Ashaari on his retxrn. 
t.hey think that. he should he arrPSt.etl, 

rce 

t.hk.y -rill do so, I’ ‘he’ added. -- Bernama 
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In MELAKA, Law Minist.er IJat.uk Syed Hamid Albar said t.he out.1 lwed 
Al-Awam movement. vas free to t.ake ‘legal act.ion against t,hose^ihom it, 
C’c!nsidered to haye in~arac! its right.s and t.his inc!lude(j t.he qoJ!ernnjent, or 
its aqencies. 

to 
If such aCtion 3’a.s b!ken by t.he movement., t.he mat.t,er xol~l,,-j be referred 

the At.t.orney-General f c1r counter-action, he added. 
“It is W to the c:ourt.s t.o det.ermine vhet.her there is 2 case aqainst, 

us , ” - P 4 t.QldrePQrb?rs when c:omment.inq on t.he defamat.igc suit. filed hy t,hree 
A1 Artram meml3er.s 
Ahdul Xadir t.or!ay . 

acI2inst. Islamic Cent.re Direc,t.or-General j]aji Zainal jqhicjin 

The wmmment~ Gd~ld defend nhat.&ver st,ance it, had t.aken against, ~1 
Artlam, $ L yed Hamid s.aid aft.er offici.at.inq t.he 18th ;inqi\rersary c:elehrat.ions 
Of Inst.ibllt. Te&noloqi Ma.ra (ITM) Lendu 

HE! a1.w said t.he,, qG,v&xment. took acrt,i& 
near Melaia: 

aqainst. Al Arclam hecause it. had df%iat.ed from t.he t.rue t.eachinqs ‘of Islam. -- Bernama 
AEA I&B 


	Swift action needed to curb al Arqam's deviant teaching, says PM (Bernama 05/08/1994)

