
Earlier -, when deliverinq his keynote address at. the congress, l!r 
‘I Mahathir outliner! seven ren~pns why t.he !XEC shonld be *set. up, swing t.be 

,eqlanat.ion was nccessxy “in, vieu. nf the campaiqn of 1ie.s and de1i.herat.e 
disinformation on t.he caucus”. 

He said t.he EAEC vould Se. a lons~t consult.at.ive forum for East. Asia and 
‘have hot.11 ;! req ionnl and evt.ra--r~r~i~-u2zl acienc1.a. . 

In pursuit. of the regional agenda, the crrunt.ries r?f East. Asia shov.l.4 
meet. at. t.he minist.erial level t.o dis(1!!ss hnv to er?rich their regional 
economic! cooperation. 

“On the ext.ra-reqional aqr-tnc!;i ( ve should ~liscuss how we can coopsrate 
to enure an ogen, non-prot.ectionist., healthy qlotd i:.rarlinc[ and economic! 
c;yst.em, " he s.ai’il. . . 

8 
Anot.her ‘reason for t.he WY is t.hat. on. mat$e,p, r~!at.ecl t.c, iJ0rl.d t.rarle, 

East. Asi& nat.innS must. bP: ch;!mj,ions of :f.rrt.e a!r?c! fair t.ra.ck. 
Ot.tk reasons are’ t,hat. alt.houqh reqion;tl t.ra!!e lisp‘~nrwial., Fast. Asian 

n(?t.ions. shc!nld not. cnnt’ine t.heir relatinnships t.o t.rade hut. sw.k t.o 
ogt.imise j0in.t. deuelopment~ zow.s, t.r:l.ns-horder inv.est.ment.‘, t.whnn!oqy 
sharing; t.ourism and -PY~‘T! ld:!our flr?ws. -- more . . 
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East. A.sizDs shoulc! -aspire t.o he a model for t.rue Nc!rt.h-Sol!th 
cxqxration, wh.ile what.ever cwgerat.ion t!?ey embarked upon should he 
qrounded in the Drinciples of’ rnllt.v21 benefit., mut.u’?l respect., . . . ..- 
eqalit.arianism , consensus and democrar:y, he added. 

Asked Dy report.ers on t.ies vith Isrc?el, !k .Mahat.hir said Malaysia miqht. 
est.ablish relat.ions %it.h the cg?unt.ry if Tel Aviv proved it. was %incere and 
honest. ir? uant.inq peace wit.h t.!?:e ‘!)alest.inian,s and Arab count.ries. 

* . “We do not. have a stand that. we must. c!ont.inne with an old .polic.y even 
1 thquqh a c.ount.ry no longer t..hrezt.e!ns’ anyone an.d is on rpcd t.etms (wit.h 

ot.hers! , ‘I he said. 
He said if t.he Arab c:ou.nt.ri.~s SUC:!J as Jordan c.ould h.aye diplnmat.ic ties 

wit.h Israel, “why xlot. ,u”. 
“ble do not. have suc:h i? hardline st.anr! that.. disreqards whatxver ot.hers 

do, ” he said. -- Rern.ama 
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