DEQM East Asian nations must actively promote peace

UMPUR, ¥ri. —
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad, today “sa1 e pre-
Sent peaceful relations be-
tween East Asian countries
should be maintained and

called on them to promote

peace.
“We must now actively
promote peace’ between us
and among us,” the Prime
Minister said when opening
the First East Asian Young
Leaders Congress at the Pu-
tra World Trade Centre.
However, he said they
should not let the accident
of peace be allowed to end in

another accident, that of
s |
e said the ancient Ro-

mans stated that: “T'o have
peace you must prepare for
war.”

“But really we cannot af-
ford to spend so much on

mlhtary preparedness. To-
day’s weapons systems are
just too costly,” he said add-
ing that the countries would
be bankrupting themselves
trying to deter each other.
He said they would be cre-
ating tensions; and tensions
between nations did not en-

‘courage economic invest-

ments and long-term de\gey
opment plans.

He said it should be the
adage of the modern East
Asia that; if you want peace
-— fight for peace with the
resolve and the resources
that are generally reserved
by nations for the prepara-
tion of war.

He said there were many
things that the countries
must do unilaterally in the
cause of co-operative peace
to build an East Asian re-
gion of peace, friendship

and tranquillity.

Among them, he said
were reassuring their neigh-
bours, abiding by the rules
of international law, negoti-
ation instead of confronta-
tion, ensuring domestic sta-
bxhty and order, behaving
with sensitivity and respon-
sibility, and leading by ex-
ample. -

“All of East Asia will be-
come a region of amity and
goodwill if we can build a
seamless web of friendly bi-
lateral relations.

“There are things that we
can do at the United Nations
and at the global level in
pursuit of our commitment
{o co-operative peace.

“There are contributions
to be made at the multilater-
al level, in terms of the
smaller region and in terms
of the bigger region of East

Asia,” Dr Mahathir said.
However, he said those in
the Asean community could

never neglect Asean. Asean

can be a base and an exam-
ple of a much wider East
Asian co-operation, he add-

ed.

Dr Mahathir said choos-
ing to build an East Asian
region of peace did not mean
turning away from other
concerns, other interests
and other regions.

“We should not. Indeed
we could not, for all of us are
trading nations.

“We need the rest of the
world. The richer they are
the better customers they
will be,” he said.

Fortunately, he said na-
tions could do many things
at the same time and East
Asia had no choice but to do
a great many things at the

same time if they wished to
make the necessary contri-
bution to_peace, or commit-
ted to pedce

He said East Asian coun-
tries had almost all done
well, if not very well. The
East Asian regional econo-
my is integrating at a re-
markable rate and is rising
at breath-taking speed.

In purchasing power pari-
ty terms, East Asia is al-
ready the largest regional
economy in the world, big-
ger than the Western Euro-
pean or the North America
Free Trade Agreement
(Nafta) regional economy.

“In US dollars, we will en-
ter the 21st century being
the largest regional econo-
my in the world,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Asean
history had for too many
hundreds of years been an

appendage of European his-
tory. ~

“Our livéeshave for much
too long been too dependent
on the events and aspira-
tions of nations elsewhere.

“It is time to dedicate our-
selves to a non-confronta-
tionist, non-Xenophobic
Asian Resurgence, a move-
ment driven not by the out-
side or by resentment or an-
ger but by our own
ambitions for our own peo-
ple, our own countries and
our own region. :

“It is time to commit our-
selves to that long and awe-
some process whose final
destination should be a du-
rable and comprehensive
Asian Renaissance founded
on the finest traditions of
Asla and on Asian ethics,”
he said.
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