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FORM LARGE CORPORATIONS MAHATHIR TELLS FARMERS, FISHERMEN

bm Rkt P)

KUALA LUMPUR, Auq.6 (Bernama) —- Farmers, lives ock rearers and
fishermen should form larqge corporations to meet the nation's need for food

as well as for export, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad suqqested today.

The Prime Minister said they need not worry about capital and
manaqement as they could mobilise thelr capital while manaaement could be
left to professionals. '

"I feel in this modern age evervthing must be done on a larqe scale.

"Phe age when a small qroup of people produced food for a population of 19
million has ended," he told reporters after launching the National
Farmers', Livestock Rearers' and Fishermen's Day celebratiomrs at Stadium
Negara, here.

Dr Mahathir said the farmers, livestock rearers and fishermen would be
shareholders of the 1arqe corporatloqs involved either in farming, animal
husbandry or flshlnq

. The number of producers could be reduced in keeping with the times but

the ountput should he able to meet domestic demand as vell as for export, he

- added. —-- more.
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He said the success of the.concepr,could be seen in the United States
vhere previounsly 95 per cent of the population were farmers, providinq food
for themselves and the remaining five per cent.

."w1th the setting up of large corporations, farmers now constltute only
- five per cent of the population vet they are able to provide food not only
- for themselves, but the restwof the population and for export," he added.

Dr Mahathir said professional manpover to manage the qiant firms was
available as tﬁb number of ‘qraduates from local and foreiqn universities
was increasing annually. SRR

"We can than seriously produce food ior .he-increasinq number of
consumers," he said.

When the qiant firms beqin to show encouraqing perfaormance, the
question of loans to expand their activities wotld not arise as banks and
the qgovernment would not hesitate to help, he added —— more--
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. Parlier, Dr Mahathir said business conducted on a co-operative basis by

- farmers, livestock rearers and fishermen could not be manaqed as a
nrofessional one hecavse of legal constraints.

"There is only one way in the modern age for farmers to survive, that
is, to set up giant companies posessing the technology, ability to conduct:
research, capital and markets and packagqing and other expertise," he added.

The aqriculture industry in this modern aqe raqulred larage expenditure
in order to be successful, he-said.

The time when fishermen landed small cathces had long qone; fishermen
nov needed, larqge vesselc of 580 and.699 tonpnes to endade in deep sea
fishing. ~

He said farmers livestock rearers and f1sh9rmen should keep pace vwith

the changes so that they would nnt be left hehind. -—- Bernama |
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