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KLIALA L~MPUR, ~ucJ.6 (Dernama! -- ‘Farmers, lives .ock rearers and 
fishermen, shotlld form larqe corporations t.o meet. t.he nation s ~WX~ ‘for fmd 
as yell as for export., Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad’ swest.ed today. 

The Prime: Minist.er said they need not worry about. %%nit.al and 
management. as t.hey c~~~ld mobilise t.heir capit.al while manaqement. cvX.lld be 
left. t.0 professionals. 

“I feel in this modern. aqe everythinq must be done on a !.ar(Je soale. 
. @he acre when a small qroup of peop!.e- 'groch!ced fOOr! for a POPulation of 19 
milliofi has ended, ” he t.old report.ers after launchinq t.he Nat.ional 
Farmers ’ , Liyest.ock Rearers ’ and Fishermen’s Day celebrations., at. SL3dj,llm 

Neqara, here. 
Dr Mahathir said the farmers, liyest.ock rearers and fishermen would be 

shareholders of,, the. larqe corporations involved eit.her in f armjnrl, animal 
husbandry or fishincr.’ ’ 

I ’ The number of producers could be reduced in keeninrf wit.h the times but 
t.he o~~t.p~~t. sho'uld be able to meet domestic demand as well as for eWQrtz he 

added. 
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He said the success of t.he, concept.. could be seen in the. llnit.ed St.ates 

where previously 95 per cent of the populat.ion.were farmers, providipq food 
for themselves and t,he remaininq fiye per cent.. 

“Wit.h t.he ‘set.t.inq up of larqe corporations, farmers now c0nst.itut.e only 
five per cent. of t.he population yet. t.hey are able to provide food not. only 
.for themselves, but. the resP:of t.he population and for export, ” he added. 

Dr Mahathi.r,, said professional manpower to manaqe the giant. firms ‘was 
available as t.he number of ‘qraduat.es from local and foreign unj.versit.ies 
was increasinq annual1.y. .,‘, ., 

“We can than seriously Prodwe food for t.he .increasinq number of 
consumers, ” he said. 

When t.he ciiant firms beqin t.o shot? enctouraqinq performance, t.he 
cfuest.ion of loans to expand t.heir act.ivit.ies vould not, arise as banks and 
t.he government would not. hesitate t.o help, he added. -- nrcrre,.- 
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Earlier, Dr Mahat.hir ‘said business conduct.ed on a co-operat.ive hasis by 
’ EaIrmers, livestock rearers and fishermen could not. he manacled as. a 

professional one becawe of legal c0nst.raint.s. ’ 
“There is only one kay in the modern aqe for farmers t.9 survive, t.hat. 

is, to set. up giant. companies pgsessinq t.he t.echnoloqy, ability to conduct.~ 
research, capit.al and markets anil packaqinq and other. exgert.ise, ” he added - 

’ * The aqricult.ure industry in t.his modern aqe recluired larqe expenditure 
in order t.o be successful, he ,.said. 

The t.ime when fishermen landed small cathces had long crone; fishermen 
now needed. larqe vessels of 506I and, 000 t.0nne.s to enqaqe in deep-sea 
f ishinq. ’ I 

He said farmers, livestock rearers and fishermen should keep parte wit.h 
t.he changes so t.hat. they would not. be left. b-ehind. -- Rernama I 
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