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THREE CRITERIA FOR AN EFFECTIVE DIPLOMAT, SAYS DR MAHATH;?
! 16 4 ‘ o

GENTING HIGHLANDS, Aug.& (Bernama) -— Datuk Dr Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
todav underscored the importance of mastering the Enqlish Lanquaqe as one
of the three criteria for Malavsian diplomats to improve their
effectivesness when dealing with internatiomnal affairs.

The other criteria were improvement of their knowledge on the countrv's
political and economic issues and the importance of public-private.sector
co—-operation. ,

Opening the heads of mission conference at the Awana Golf Resort here,
the Prime Minister said diplomats should improve their knowledge in these
matters as it would make them hetter spokesnersons for the country.

Stressing the the importance of the English Lanquaqge, he said
diplomats, as renresentatives of the country in a foreiqn land, wvould he
able to enqaqe in "iatelligent conversation" if they could master the
lanquacqe. _

Engqlish, as the internatiommal lanquaqge, was important for diplomats
particularly when it came to drafting treaties and agreements, he added. —-
more .
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"In order to neqotiate treaties, command of BEnglish must be perfect and
“precise,” he added.’ ‘ :

About 169 Malaysian diplomats are atteunding the week-long conference.

Dr Mahathir said Enqglish was also vital for them to establish rontacts
vith the various peonle they deal with.

He urged them to make a real effort to learn and speak the lanquage to
the level of perfection "so that vou will be able to understand what is
being talked to you".,

The prime minister said heads of missions who are accredited to
countries vhere-English is not the medium of communication, such as Arab
countries, should alse learn the languages of. the countries.

He said it was necessary that dinlomats Take the ipitiative "as
Malaysia is at nresent playing an important role in the international
arena',

Dr Mahathir said they also need to have a qood knowledqe of the
country's political and economic lssues as Malaysia's track record in bhoth
the fields should be made known to the rest of the world. —— more
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"This is impnortant to create a qood imadqe abnvt Malaysia,"™ Dr Mahathir
said,

On public-private sector co-operation, he said fha diplomats should he

we}l versed with the c)p(ept of Waldv31a Incorporated (Malaysia Inec.),
which emphasized closer relationshin hetween the publie and private spﬂtnr,
They must understand the concent to realise that without the private .
sector, the qovernment wonld not he able to finance its infrastructure
broqrammes and pay the salaries of its nearly 850 000 staff.
Dr Mahathir also advised them to assist MaYdyslaq huginessmen by
informing them of the husiness opportunities Ava11ah1° in the countrv to
which thev were posted.

.Lagerf speaking to reporters, Dr Mahathir said his advice to the heads
of mission was to make them further improve their performance in line with
Malavsia's active role in the 1ntorn1110nal arena. —-- more
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In his speech, Foreiqgn walsfpr Datuk Abdullah Amxad Badawi said
changes in the international political and economic arena held certain

~implications on Malavsia's political and aconomic nolicies.

‘The countrv's pro-active and pragmatic nolicies were not oaly respected
by the international community bhut had also succeeded in bringing ranid
develonment to Malaysia as well as enhancing its image and status in the
eves of the world.

He added, however, that the nolic
political and economic changes to e
opnortunities to achieve greater sucoess

"Por that, our officers must have a h
critical views as well as the cavahilit
holding firmly to the principle of giv

g

es needed to he attuned to the world
& the country to wrest the

wvel of sensitivity, keen and
o take dynamic action while
iority tn the naf-nn " he said.
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He added that the important change
around the world meant that Malavsian mis

challenqes

Also nresent were Denuty Foreign Minister Datuk Dr Abdnllah Fadzil Che
Wan and the Chief Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Ahmad fSariji Abdul
Hamid. ~- Bernama
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