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Mahat.hir-Dip1omat.s 
THREE CRITERIA FOR A?! EFPECTI?E DIPLOMAT, SAYS DR MAIJATHIR .’ q. 

‘%a 
GEW’ING HIGHLANDS, Auq , R (Bernama) -- &mk QL Seri nr .Pi&at&L Mcdh.ama5l _ 

today underscored the importance of mast.erincr the Enqlish Lanwaw as one 
of t.he t.hree: crit.eriz for Elalaysian diplomats to improve their . 
effect.ive.sness when clealinq wit.h internatiomnal affairs. 

The ot.her criteria were imprwement. of t.heir kaowledqe OR t,he count.ry ’ s 
polit.iczl and ecnnomic issues and t.he import.ance ,of public!-pri.vat.e -sector 
co-operat.ion. 

Opening t.he heads of mission eonfere.nc!e at. t.he Alan& .Cdlf Resort. here, 
the Prime Minister said clip1omat.s should improve thei.. r knonledqe in t.hese 
matt,ers as it. would make t.hem bet.t.er spokespersons for the count.rY. 

Stressinq t-he: the import.anc!e of the FlnqIish Lanqaacre, he said 
diplomats, as renreqsntat.iyes of t.he count.ry in ii foreign land, VOUld he: p&.c- 
able to enqaqe in “intelligent. cwnversat.j.on” if they c~nulcl master the 
lanquaqe . 

English, as t.he int.ernnt.ionmal lanquacre, was import.ant. for dip1omat.s 
part.icnlarly uhen it. came t.o draft.inq t.reat.ies and aqreement.s, he added. -- 
more 
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“In order t.0 neq0t.iat.e t.rent.i es ; command. of Eaql.ish must. be perfect. and 
precise, ” he added. ’ 

About. 199 Malaysian rliplnm(?t.s aw at.t.end.inq t.he week-long crnnference. 
I)r Mahathir said Enqlish. was also pi t.a! fnr t.bem t.c! e.r;t.ahl ish contacrts 

with the various neop!e t.hey ckal with. 
He urqed them t.o make a real effnrt. t.b learn .akd speak t.he l.Anqraqe t.c! 

t.he level of perfeCt.ion “so t.hat. you will be able t.n underst.and what. i.s 
being t.alkec! t.o -~oI.I”. , 1 

The prime minister swirl heads of missions who are a~~rr?dit.ed t.o 
cowtries wh.erf?:.. En.qlisb is not. the medjcrn of comml!niratzio.n, sl!rh 2s Ar3.h 
countxies, should ;ilxc, learn the l;?ncfu;lqes of. the countries. 

He said it was‘ zxes.sary that c!iglomat.s t.a!re the .in.j,t.i;tt.ive ";is 
Malaysia is at present. playinq sn impnrtatw role in the inlxrnationa!. 
arena”. 

Dr Mahathir said t.b.ey also nwd t.n have a qood knouledqe of ‘t.he 
C@Unt.ry's pc?lit.ical. an.d ~c!onomi.c: >.ssues 2s Malaysia’s t.rack record. in both 
the fielrls should be made kx!vn TV t.he rest of t.he wnr1.d. -- more 
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“This is import.azt. t.o creat.e a r!~nd imaqe ahout. Malaysia,” Dr Mahathir 
said. 

On public-private sect.or co-Qperat.ion, he said the diplomats shnuld he 
well versed with t.he concept. of Malaysia Incorpcrat.ecl’ (Halays.ia I11r.l.)~ 
which Pmc~l-liL: i 7F!1 c.1ose.r , -. ---_ . relat.ionship bet.\;een t.he puhlir: and private sfxt.or, 

The-~ must. underst.and t.he ~xwept. t.c! realise that. uit.\T.ov.t. the. private 
sector, ‘the qovernment. wnuld nnt. he :l.hle t.o finance it.s infrast.ruct.ure 
proqrammes and pay the salaries of i t.s nearly ,858, Q@(? st.aff. 

Ilr MC!hat.hi?C alSO aY!Yised them t.0 assist. Malaysian f!usj.fip.fjsmp.n by 
inf orminq t.hem of t.he husi~~ess oppcrl:.unit.ies available in t.)le cnunt.ry t.0 
which they were pCIs~.ed. 

Lnt.er , speaking ‘t.Q regort.ers, Qr Ma!?nthir said his advicx? t.o the heads 
of misSin Was t.o make t.h.em further improve t,heir .performnnce in lint: with 
Ma1ay.si.a ‘s act.ivp role in the int.ernational arena. -- m9re 
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In his sl)eech, Foreign Minister J.!at.uk Abfl~illah Ahmad R;lclawi said 
c!lanqes. in t.he i-n-t.ernat.iann! polit.ica!. and economic! arena held rw3xi.n 
implications ofi Malaysia’s polit.ical ,anfl e.con.omi~ policies. 

&The country ‘s pro-act.ive and praqma5.c golicies u&e not. only res~jpe~t.ed 
by the int.ernational comm9nit.y hut. had also suxeeded in hrinqinil ravid 
development. t.0 Mal;l-Jr;i 3 1s Yell as cnhr?nc5nq i.t.s i.maqe 2nd st.at.us in. th.e - . . , . . ̂  . 
eyes: of the world. 

He aclcled ( hoHeYer, t.hat t.he policies ne~rlefl to he at.t.w~ed t.0 the xorld 
polit.ical ad .exnomi~ chanqes to enable the corwtry t.o urest. t.he 
opport.unit.ies t.0 ac:hieve qrenter s11wess. 

“Fc!r t.hat., OX c,ffi~ers mnst. have a high l.eve! of sensi.t.jvit.y, keen. znd 
critic21 views as ~~4.1 as t.he ~apahi1it.y t.o t&x dynamic! action while 
hnldinq firmlg, t.o the j)ri ~r!ir!l 4 of qivinq ‘ -.. ..-,.-- priority t.o t.he nat.ic!n, ” !E‘ saicl * 

He added t.hdt. the import.ant chanqes t.aki!lq plane in t.he crountry and 
arcwd the vnrld meant. t.hat. !~klay:i~r? missirxs &road vould far? qrwter 
challenqes. 

Also present. were nen1lf.v ccI. . . . , ForeirIn Min.iste.r Dnt.uk Or Alxlu!. lab Fad?11 Che 
$2~ an6 t.he Chief .Se..cret.ary t.o t.he Government. Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdv.1 
Hamid . -- Bernzma 
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