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Wl\hout naming the state aovernments or departments involved, the Prime
Minister said he issued the directive a long time adgo and he had often

reveated 1t. ‘

"I also learned that thers are state governments that issne loggine
licences for hilltop areas resnlting in too many trees being felled and
cansing nollution, " he tald reporters at the end of a visit to the Cameron
Highlands here. ‘ i ‘

He said state qovermments were keen to develop higqhland aveas to

attract tourists but their efforts would he in vain if the areas vere

dennded.,
The federal government did nof prohibit building on hillslopes but the
development must adont methods that did not destroy the natura 1

e””irﬂvmpnt, he added. —— move
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For example, he said, hotels and chalets could be bhuilt on hillslones
without the need to out the hill side.

Cnlv those areas that were fecessary should he rut instead of levelling
the whole #ill, he added.

Dy Mahathir commended the concept used in the construction of a hotel

~in Pulau Langkavi, and another in Pulau Panakor.

Cn the construction of a hichwav linking Cameron Hiqghlands, Fraser's
Bill and Genting Highlands, he said the nroiject, estimated to cost RM1, 400
million, would heain as sonn as an offer was reneived from the vrivate

seetor .

The hroweﬂt Was- ﬂos1lv hecausae the qoverument wantad to ensure that

there was minimal trﬂa—Lf111nq Ahﬂ slone—cutting durlnq the construction,

e added.

"If we want to wrotecst: the an1rnnm~nt 11 heanty, we must spend & little
more, " he gaid.

He said the vroiect would not be a highly profitable one for the
company given the concession hecanse the highwav was not exnected to he
heavily nsed. —- more’ '
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v was todav almost dennded
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In this , he gaid Malay” a he thankful of the wealth of
trees, nd highlands still remaining comnarad with other countries

"For ason, I often remind not to oot trees, hills and hl(hlanﬂs
as vou v fear that one day when we have lost them ve will he forced
to qo ey e the beautyv of the environment,” he added.

At t 1110 ﬂ?rﬁmnny,_Dr'Mahathir also otficially named a new orchid
hYNrif alaysia." A cross hetween fhv "Vanda Mevr I, Velthine" and
"Vanda Fﬂrdon Dillion,”™ it had heen registersd with the nﬂV. Holtirnltural
Soclriy of London.

- The hyhrid was the creation of Kuala Lumpur orchid enthusiast Wan Chak '
{Chuan

r also launched a pictorial entitled "Wonders of the
l

Heartland in Pahang" which denicts the beauty, arts and way of life of the
people of the state and pltended a hriefing on the development of the
highlands. -- Bernama
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