
Dr M: Stripping hills bare is not Govt’s way 
By K.Y. PUNG 

TANAH RATA: Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad is unhappy with cer- 
tain state governments which allowed 
excessive cutting of trees and slopes 
during hill development. 

The Prime Minister said these 
states had not complied with his earli- 
er directives to avoid such methods to 
preserve the natural environment. 

He said the Government had, in 
fact, directed that the location and 
size of trees in a project be marked 
and houses built around them. 

“The old habit of construction is 
straight and terraced. They should 
follow the contours and terrains. 

“Buildings built around .trees actu- 
ally look more aesthetic,” he told re- 
porters after launching the eight-day 
Cameron Highlands Flower Festival 
1994 here. 

Dr Mahathir said hill development 
needed proper planning to avoid ex- 
cessive slope-cutting as the highlands 
were popular with foreign tourists. 

tie said some states had allowed 
loggers to strip hilltops bare and cut 
into hill slopes causing serious ero- 
sion. 
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“Some hills have bee: 
complctcly flaitcnc~i 
while others havt IMXII 
laid bare hy the felling of 
too many Ir~‘cs,~’ he said. 

Ile said devclopcrs 
should emulate the exam- 
ple of the IWrkor l,aut 
Resort an u PUIDU 

l,angkawi where Rerjaya 
had constructed buildings 
and roads IV following 
the natural contour,<. 

T)r Maha:hi, .;aid he 
was satisficc witl thr Pa- 
IiariC: !:cjvcrnnicnr for 
n@ntaining a balancr be- 
t+yen development and 

the environment. 
In his speech, he said 

the pc ople should pool 
their resources to set up 
corporations to cultivatt, 
flowers using sophisticat- 
ed equipment. 

Ifr said one state gov 
crnnient had issucc logs 
gin&: permits to fell trees 
on hilltops and iogginf: op- 
craters were using: trail- 
ers on narrow roads. 

Ilc said more capital 
could be raised througl- 
such corporations to ven- 
ture into large-scaic culti- 
vation. 

IIr Mahathir said the 

people should be proud 
rhat Malaysia was r*n 
dowed with hills wht w 
temperate flowers COUI~ 
hi grown. 

Idarer, 111 Mahathir prr- 
sented prize:, to winner:: 
of the floral floats. 

The Cameron Highland 
Flower Growers Associa- 
tiop’s float bagged the 
first prize and cash 
RM7,OOO. 
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