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.Mahat.hir-Family 

DON’T FALL POR WESTERN INTERPRETATION OP FAMILY, WARNS PM 
bm t-r-) @ ' 

KVALA LUMPUR , Auq 12 (!3ernama] -- .Qat.uk Seri !I?r Mahat.hir Mohamad 
t.oniqht. reminded Malaysians not. t.0 fall for the -~st.ern--ilit.erprPt.at.ion Of 
family. 

The prime Minister said the West. nov considered .a family could c0mDri.W 

a single adult. wit.11 a child and also accepted homosexual 01‘ lesbian couples 
who adopt.ed a child as t.heir own. 

“If we are not. careful, ?~e may ial.1 for this int.er’oret.at.ion uhich c:an 
(lest.roy t.he family inst.it.ut.ion a,s we knov it. in t.his country, I’ he said at 
t.he premiere sc:reeninq of t.hc ‘film “Jerit.an Batinku” and launchiw Of the 

magazine “Kasih” sponsored by t.he Islamic Affairs Divikion of t.he Prime 
~, Minister’s Depart.ment. at. l!ewaE Merdeka, Putra. world Trade Centre, here. 

l)r Mahat.hir said the West, re jec*t.ed Malaysia’s int.er.gr’et.at.ior! that. a 
fami1.y shou1.d comprise a father and mot.her and t.heir children vhert i1.s 
reDresent.at.ive spoke at. a Unit.ed Nations conference. 

He said ‘t.he rejec:t.ion was unsurpkisinq since t.he West. had recoqnised 
“marriaqe” between t.uo men or txo women, c!ougles li\ii& toqet.her out. of 
wedlock and couples swappinq grartxers. -- more 
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This had resulted in t.he det.eriorat.ion of, soc:ial problems j.n t.he West,, r 
. he said. 

Eventually, he added, there’ would he marriaqes between brot.hers and 
sist.ers *since they would no !.onqer kno,! who ,t.heir own ‘parent: were. 

Dr P’.ahat.hir urged, Malaysians to maintain t,he evist.inq family 
inSt.iT.Ut~iOn in the C!OUntry hy nl.!rt.urinq feelinr~s of full affect.ion. 

T!lis would not. only produce havpy fa milies but. also ensure a 
well-mannered Malaysian communit.y, he saic!. 

He said t.he recent. deat.h of Fohammad Afiq shoved how t.he absence oz 
family love could prinq sl1fferin.q t.o an innocent. &.lc!. -- more 
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Alt.housh t.he fat.hier of the c!Gld uas sent.enc!ec! t.o 2@ years 
imprisonment., he said, t.he fact. remained that. Mohammad hfiq could not. !je 
rest.ored t.0 liie .’ 

Ye said t.he incident. iJas amonq many clases of child &use which occurred 
in t.he c!ouat.ry ,lat.ely clue t.o the erosion of t.hp i.nst.it.ut.ion of farnil;{. 

- . “We have t.o st.og it. before i-t. is t.oo late. I sery much hope t.he 
clollapse of t.he family instit:at.ion in t.hf? IJest. will not. s.c)reac! to our 
count.ry , ” he said. 

- ’ c He deswihed t.he screeninq of “Jerit.an Bat.inku” as most &ely ad ' 

hoped it. would produce t.he desired effect.. 
,’ .’ 

At. the function, Dr Mahathir received ctheques c:ont.ributed ?>y companies, 
.’ ., , individuals and religious bodies to the Tabunq Amanah h.~mab.k-u Syurqak:!. 

“Jerit.an Batinku” dqict.s the sufferinq of a younc~ girl forced t.o live 
with her writ. after t.he’c1eat.h of her parents. 

Produc!ed by Arif SOD !‘rodu~t.ion, the film's main charact.ers are acted 
by Aziz Jaafar, Bosn.ah Mohd Aris, Normah Damanhuri, Puteri Nor Mariah, Ba-ja 
Nor Baizura and Nor Albaniah. -- Beriam;! 
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