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KlrALA LIIMPUR, Az~q I.6 (5ernama) -- Prime Minist.er Datxk Sc?ri Dr +lahat.hir . .:- t :)hnmi;d t:oc?ay urr;eri local coti~panies Hit.h foreiqn partners to understand t.hG 
principles of foreiqn technolnqy well en&r& t.o USE! the. t.txhnoloqy to 
produce other qoods. 

T3e.y should not. acce@?‘t.he foreiqn t.echnoloqy in a passive manner, he 
Sara. . 

“Thp join*.’ -A- _. ?rent.ures whi,ch make use of foreiqn technoloqy vi11 surely 
help enhande domestic product.ivit.y and efficieacy, ” he. said when o]~~inrl 
the factory of Sapura-Nokia Telecoamunicat.ions and Sapura Elect.ronics 
Indus t.rie.s in Wanqsa Ha j 11, Setagak, here. 

IIr ~lahathir said t.hnt. iq..t.he effort. t.o expedite the national _- il?dur;t.rialisat.ion procesi’, ‘lor.lal companies shocGd accept. foreiqn t.echnol.ogy 
. 

suit.able t.0 t.heir needs. ,/ 
He also said t.hat. it. was the qovcrnment. nolicy .to encouraqe more local 

companies t.o ent.cr ,int.o joirit. ve.nt:ares wi.t.h mult.i’nat.ional companies to meet. 
t.he rising demand for t.elecommunicat.ions. :jervi.CeS i.n the count.ry. -- more 
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‘,’ Such joint-venturb pro jec:Ss could also help Malag$ia become an export.c?r 

‘of. t.cl~communicat.ions equip~cnt., he said. . . 

“3usiness .jnint. ventures -‘iike the Sapnra-Nokia a-$ xhat. H.G will like t.o 
SW more of in .t.he c&nt.ry,” hc. said. 1 i’ 

Snpura-Mokia Telecci~municat.ions (SW) is a joint. venture nmonq Sapura 
I!oltlinqs Sdn IIhd, Meqa Team (MI Sdn Bhd, a wholly ouned ,Dumiput.cra company, 
and Nokia, TelecommunFcat.ions Olr of Finland. 

Tkc prime minist.er said hc hoped that. t.hrouqh joint. vent.ures such as 
, . 

this, the t.ransfer of t.echnoloijy to t.he locnl pnrtncr could he spcedcd up. 
“it. is the hope tliikt. wi t.3 Marc. joint. ventures hc.t.ween local and foreiqn 

cwpanies, the devsfppmcnt., of technology of local ~industries c:7n bc? 
&:yedit.cd, “ hc: added _ -- fmre (I 
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P ,.- ‘Jr Mahathir cited the example of telephone subscribers, sayinq l:.heik 
nwber had risen from 169,649 in 1975 t.o 1’.58 million in 1?9(3. 

"today, there ,are about 2.3 million telep)one subscribers,” he said. 
He said t.hat. based on&& current. encourkqinq rate of economic qrowt.h, 

. . it, ~?as ant.icipaf,ed that. Malaysia would require 6.5 million telephone lines 
by the year ,2440. .- 

Dr Mahat.hj.‘r said t.hat. though t.he’ export. of t.elecommunicat.ions ecltiiDm&nt. 
had ri:;en -from RM1.23 billies ‘in 1990 to RM1.37 billion In 1992, the imr?ort. 
of such equipment. had also qone IID. 

In 1992, t.elecommunicati~ns equipment. valued at. F.Ml. 33 billion were 
import.&, an increase of ,46 ‘per cent overvt.he. value of t.heir importIs in 
19?Q,, . . 

.?/ 
“Tberejkre, the futqe is briqbt.. for the industry vroduc.inq 

t-.elecomnunicat.ions equipment., ” he said. -- more 
ES MGN 

YlG/C!8/13-34MST ,’ ,* 
..-‘ - .* 

f act.0rie.s. 
“~ial;iysj.an (e1wt.roni.c) companies can n.ow produce WOds for Other 


	Local companies urged to understand principles of foreign technology (Bernama 16/08/1994)

