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Mahathir-rallies , ' .
GOVT PREPARED TO REVIEYW BAN ON PUBLIC RALLIES _
bm . g - ’ ' @ -
KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 16 (Berpama) —- The qovernment is prepared to
consider l1ifting the ban on public rallies before the next general -

“election, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said todav.

However, he added, the lifting of the ban, imposed in 1969, would
depend on what the poTite have to say. B _ ' :
““w1g will be left to those who maintain security ... they are viser, and
1if they feel the ban can be lifted then they will ‘make the decision,” he
said when replying to reporters' questions after opening a fac@ory‘of
Sapura-Nokia Telecommunications and Sapura Electronics Industries in Wangsa
Maju, Setapak, here. - R .

Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahim Noor salq vesterday
that the police vere studving the possible impact on security and public
order if public rallies are allowed once aqain. -— more
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Public rallies wére-banmed hy the qoverpment after the racial riots of

May 13, 1969.

. - DR ) e ,
Asked whether the prevailing peace and stabilitv in the country would

" allow for the ban to he lifted, Dr Mahathir said that would depend on the

way a publiec rally was controlled.

"When there are too many people {in a public rally), sometimes it is
diffienlt to control: (the crowd). The organisers (of the qathering) must
know hov to control that'many'people," he said. }

Asked whether he was in favour of a lifting of the ban, Dr Mahathir
said: "I am open." _ ‘

Asked about a statement by DAP secretarv-qeneral Encik Lim Kit Siang.
that he had written to the prime minister for an appointment to discuss the

next qeneral[eTertion;)Ur Mahathir said: I have replied his letter." —-
more ; N VTV . . |
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Dr Mahathir said Lim had wanted to‘discdss how to conduct a qenersl

election that was fair and clean.. . V

He said he had yritten to Lim that the ¢ ' }
. ad written 't Aat’ the goverament alwa . ‘ted si
an slotion. e i ! vs conducted such
X "Weldo not cheat in a qeneral election ... for that matter, I mvself
ave lost:in an election,"™ he said adding that if there As " cheati
_ 1, said, g that if there was anv cheat

12 should have won all the time. : . ! Cheatlnq,
. 2§ Mahithir sgld even opposition parties had the opportunity to win in
a qeneral election,. adding that Kit Sianqg also wing " fec
should not", iy R - K 5 "though T feel he

"guch is democgaqv and. the fairness of eléctions in Malavsia," he said.

Asked_why he felt tpaﬁ Lim should not win, DF Mahathir said the DAP
legdgr.had never made constructive sugqgestions in- the Dewan Rakvat but only
criticisms against people. —- Bernama -
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