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GOWT PREPARED TO REVIE9 RAN ON PURLIC RAL;iIES 
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KUALA LUMPUR, Auq 16 (Bernama) -- The qovernment. is gre~arecl t.o --. 
,..-- cnnsi(ler lift,.i.nq t.!le ban on public rallies before the next. qeneral 

election, Prime. Minister Dat.uk Sexi Dr Ilahathir Mohamad said tOdaY. 
However, he added, t.$.., liftinq of. the b.an, imposed In 1469, would 

ccgend on what. the p&ice have t.o say. 
?/ ‘IIt will Be’ ,aeft. to t.hose who maintain secgrit:y . . . they are wiser, alid 

‘.if t.hey feel t.he ban, can he lifted t.hen they will ‘make the decision, ” he 
said whei;,;re~1yJnq t.0 reporters’ questions after openinq a factory of 
Sapura-Nokia Te1ecrommuni(7at.ions and Sapura Electronics Industries in Wanqsa 
Mail;, Set.apak, here. 

Inspector-General of P9Ij.i.w Tan 2r.i Ahdul Rahim Noor said yesterday ‘, 
t.hat. the police were st$k~inq the possible impact. on securit.Y and ‘public ” 
order if ?,uhlirl rallies are ,allowed, owe aqain. -- more 
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‘. , VHahat.hir-ralJies 2,gCala Lumpur ‘. - 
: ,, ‘; (‘2 - ., Public rallies dt!w’bannea by t.he qovern.pent. after t.he racial riot.s of 

8.’ _, May 13, 1969. )_ s 
,‘I. Asked whet.her t.h’e prevgjlinq peace ad stability .in t.he connt..ry would 

allow for the ban to he ‘I:ift.e.d, Dr Mahathir sai’d I-hat. would dewnd or! the 
way a public rally was cor);t.rnlled. L’ 

“When t.here are tbo many people !i.n a public ra.lly),,, sometimes it is 
difficult t.o c.ont.rol. !t.he crowd). The’ orqanisers (of the qatherinq! must. 
know hay to control that.’ many people, ” he s’aid. 

Asked Khether ‘he was in fpv&r of a liftinq gf the ban, l)r Mahathir . 
said: “I am open.” 

Asked about j st.atement. by LIAI’ secret.ary-qeneral Encik Lim Kit Sianq I 
t.hat.,he had wr’ittea to t.he prime minist.ur for an appoint.ment. t.o clls~t~ss t.he 
next. qennrrtl e PC .loq 
innrk 

IIT,, Llr .M,ahat.hir said: “I have .replied his let.ter.” -- 
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Dr Mahathir said Lim had wanted to‘i!is&s box to c&duct a general 
elect.ion Ihat. was fair and clean.. 

114 said he hai wit&n t.o Lim that. the qovernment. always condttct,ed sl~ch 
an elect.ion. 

‘.. 
- “We do not. ‘cheat. in a qeneral elect.ion . . . 

have., lost. <in an el.eot.ion,‘” for t.hat: matter, I myself 
he said, ac1din.q that. if t&we: was any cheat.inq, 

he should have van all t.!ie t.ime. 
Dr Mahathir said even opposition part.ies had the opportx1n.it.v to uin in ‘) I, 

.- 1, a qenertil election,. pddinq t.hat. Kit. $.ianq also vins “thouqh I ‘feel he 
should not.” , /’ : 

“Such is democra,c,+ ‘a’nd t.he fairness of el&.ct.ions in Malavsia, ‘I he said. Asked hhy he f&lt. t.h”;t Lim should not. uin,.- D$ Ijahat.h.ir &id the DAP 
leader had never made coost.ruct.ive‘ suqqestions in. t.he Dewan Rakyat. but. only 1 criticisms against: People. -7 ,Bernama 
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