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MORILE RADAR SYSTEM NEXT ALTHRNATIVE FOR SUBANG AIRPORT
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KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 16 (Bernama) —— The goverdment is looking for a
mobile radar system for the. Kuala Lumpur Internatiecnal Airport to overcome
the current fliqht delays caused by a fire that "knocked out" the terminal |
apyroach radar, -

Transport Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Tlnnq 51k said that the
Cinstallaticon of the mohlla appdratus would however onlv he a temporary
measure as an emerqencyralternative to overcome the delay until the damaqed
sophisticated electronic device was repaired.

The dnprndch radar at Dukit Subang was damaqged by fire two davs aqo.
The RM16.5 m11lvnn radar was installed in June last vear.

unuaklnq “to reporters after visiting the site, Dr Linq said the
government was at present Joaljnq at various alternatives to obtain the
mobile radar as it was finding some difficulties in getting one from Lurope
because. of the summer holiday. .y

"At the moment ve are consnltlnq aVJafwfn pxperts on several options to
obtain the mmhgle radar system inllnwinq the difflcultie‘ in securindg one

from Vurop M heosaid. —— more
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. Be sald that onl» a ¢mall part of the system was affected by the fire
which broke out at adout’ Bpmlast Satuyrday, resulting in fliqght delays.

However, he said, since it would take some time to repalr the damaqed
davice, the qovernment urgently needed an alternat1Vn radar to ensure
uninterrupted flight schedules _ .

e said that during the Thomas—-CFS radar system normal operation, at
least 18 fliahts were rTecorded per hour but the figure had been reduced to
19 flights per hour since the system went maneal.

Dr Ling said that priority was beinqg qgiven to 1ntnrnatlona1 flights to
ensure transit passenqers would be able to continue their journey without
delay. Delay in transferring passengers from one fliqht to another may even
affect other flights kere and at other international airports.

He said that the paxs enqers wonld undoubtedly be inconveniepnced but the
Air Traffic Control Unit was trying out all possible athrnatlvag Lo
overcome the delay. —— more . “
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0 He said that the goverameat would request that local flights be
© . rescheduled to late hours since the air traffic would be cleared of
international fliqghts from midniqht to fam. : ' -
P The unit is controlling the air tratfic (incomming and outqoing of
- flights) mannally. '
_ "It 1s difficult to go on manpal.since we have to take a lot of safety
- measures...that.is the reason we are looking for a mobile radar svstem," he
said. g ,
Ling said that according to the Fire Services Department, the Chemistry e
Department and the Police, the fire was caused by a short cireuwit in the
+o air conditioning wiring svstem.
"The fire was detectéd by the Remote Control Monitoring System {RCMS)
at fBpm and the fire was put out in 36 minutes without damaqging much of the
system," 'he said. e v _
He denied alleqations that the DCA had attemnted to cover up the
seriocusness of the fire and damape. -— Bernama
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Meanwhile, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, wpo'gas
disappointed over The incident, said that the relevant au?horltaes_should
have taken appropriate measures to prevent fires at the airport. :

o~ "We should alwavs conduct checks and should be prepared to take
immediate action to carb fires, " he told reporters here.§oday. ‘ :

The Prime Minister said that he was not aware of the fire until he read
about it in the newsnagets.

4 “He declined fa elahorate, saving that he wonld vait for the report from
the relevant aunthorities. —— Dernama
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