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Mahathir- Cambodla

(Embarqo: for release at 2200 hours todavy)

SOUTHEA%T ASIAN COUNTRIES NEED TO POOL TALENTS AND RESOURCES

Y- T/

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 17 (Bernama) —- The talents and resources of the
countries of Southeast Asia should bhe collectively mobilised to enhance
reqional stahility, security and prosperity, Prime Minister ggg;g;;@;g;ngg
Mahathir Mohamad said ton¥qht.

He said that thev should be directed towards increasing the level and
intensity of cooperation amonq the Southeast Asian countries.

“"We are now at the dawn of a new historv of Southeast Asia. We must,
_therefore, continue to cast our eves firmly on the future so as to chart a
common destiny for all the countries of this reqion through increased
cooperation amonq ourselves as-well as with other countries outside the

reqgion," he said. » . :

Speaking at a dinner in honour of visiting First Prime Minister of
Cambodia Prince Norodom Ranarindh, Dr Mahathir said that the bitter historv
of distrust and fear must, therefore, be firmly releqated to the past and
.should not affect the thlnknnq and action of the countries in the reqion.

Dr Mahathir also velcomed Cambodia's intention to join Asean and
described it as "a very positive move" vhich wonld bring closer the
obiective of making Asean trulv an association embracing all the 10
Southeast Asian nations. '

"Malavsia we1com95 and fullvy support Cdmbndl 's desire to become a
member of Asean," he said. -— more
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On Malaysia-Cambodia relationship, the Prime Minister reiterated that
Malavsia remained committed to helping in the reconstruction and
development 'of Camhodia and to increasing trade and enhancing relations and
cooperation in vartous fields.

"Malaysia is prepared to cooperate and assist in apv vay we can to heln
Cambodia through this crucial period," he said,

He said that the Malavsian private sector was also }een to assist
Cambodia and in the last past two vears, the pace and varietv of trade and
investment cooperation hetween the two countries had expanded.

Dr Mahathir hoped Cambodia, vhich had made remarkable strides in the
'brlef period since thd’estah]1%hment of the Roval Government, would
presevere in its efforts to further liberaliseand develop the economy .

This was important to ensure the continued improvement of the
well-being of the Cambodian people, he said and added: "The passage of the

nev Camhodian 1nvpstment law is a step in the right direction." -- Bernama
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Ranariddh, in his renly, welcomed Malavsiap investors to Cambodia which
had opened everv aspect of its economv for development with priority in
human resources development of which he hoppﬂ to get some form of
cooperation..

He said that in order to coordinate and facilitate private investments
and all) forms of interpational aids inte Cambodia, a Council of Development
had heen set up. : '

The council was set up after the Investment Law, a leqal framevork of
ipvestment in the country, was accepted by the National Council,  he said.

Ranariddh said the legal framework of investment was attractive,
pragqmatic, liberal and dvnamic.

He also praised Dr Mahathir's vision of setting up the East Asia
Economic Caucus (EAEC) and hoped that Cambodia could contribute in the
setting up of the caucus.j—uBernama

HK ABG '

v17/08/23-11MST



	Mahathir - Southeast Asian Countries need to pool talents and resources (Bernama 17/08/1994)

