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Mahathir-Cambodia r 
(Embargo:’ for release at. 228@ hours t.odav) 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN COLYTRIES ?!EED TO POOL TALEl\rTS AND R??SOURC!?S 

,qY- 
KUALA LllMPllR, Auq 17 (Bernama) 

@9 . -- The talents and resokes of the 
count.ries of Sout.heast, Asi(? should be collect.ively mobilised t.o enhance 
regional st.abilit.y, security and prosperity, 
Mahat.hir Mohamad saic! t.on??ht.. 

Prime Minist.e.r Dat.t.& S.e.rr_.gK 

. He said t.hat ?I$? ~shoulb bc P c!irect.ec! t.c?wards increasinq the level ax1 
int.ensit.y of cooperat.ion amonq the Southeast. Asian cfountries. 

"We are now at. the (lain or‘ a new history of Southeast. Asia. WE! must., 
t.herefore, ctontinue t.ci cast. our eyes firmly on the future so as to c:hart a 
common dest.iny for all t.he count.ries of this recj-- ; on t.hrouqh .increasecl 
cooperat.ion among ourselves as well. as vit,h ot.her count.ries out.side t.he 
region,” he said. 

Speakinq at. a dinner in honour bf vi sitinq Pirst. Prime Minister of 
Cambodia Prince Norgdom Ranarindh, Dr Mahat.hl- ‘r sai(l t.hat. t.he bit.t.er hist.~~ 

of dist.rust. ant1 fear must., therefore, be firmly relegated to the vast. and 
should not, af feet. t,he thinking and act.ion of the c!ol!nt.‘ries in t.he rec!iOn. 

Dr Mahat.hir also velcorneti Cambodia's int.enti,on to iOin Asean and 
described it. as “a very psit.ive move" which would brinq c!ltiser the 
obiec:t.ive of makinq Asean t.ri., 11~ an assoc!iation embracing all the 1Or 
Southeast. Asian nations. 

“Malaysia welcomes and fully support. Cambodia’s desire t.c! becOme ;? 
member of Asean, ” he s’aid. 7.- more 
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Mahat.hir-Cambodia 2 (last.! Kuala Lumpur . 

On Malaysia-Cambodia relationship, t.he Prime Minis t.er’ rei t.erat.ed t’hat. 
Elalaysia remained commit.t.ec? t.0 helping in t.l... 10 reconst.ruc!tion and 
development1 'of Camh,odia and to increasinq t.rade a,a;l enhancing re1at.inn.c; and 
cooneration in var’irous fields . 

“Malaysia is Drepared t.o c:oogernt.e and assist. in any way we can to he19 
Camhodi.(? through this crucial period, ” he said. 

He said t.hat. t.he Malaysian privat.e sec:t.or was also keen t.o assist. 
Cambodia and in t.he last. past. t.wo years, t.he pac!e and variety of trade and 
investment. c!oojxrat.ion bet.ween t.he t.wo count.ries had expanded _ 

Dr Mahat.hir hopec! Cambodia, whicth had made remarkable .st.rides in t.he 
,brief period since t.he’:e:tablishment. of t.he Royal Government., would 
presevere in its efforts t.o furt.her’ liberalise ‘.and develop t.he economy. 

This was import.ant. i.0 ensure the continued improvement. of the 
well-being of t.he Cambndian people, he said and aclclecl: “The passaqe of t.he 
new Cambodian investment. law i.s a step in t.he riqht clirkct.ion.” -- Bernama 
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Ranariddh, in his re.f?ly, ~?lelccped Yalaysia~, invest.ors t.o Cambokia vhic+ 
had opened every aspect. of its ec!onomy for EeuelopmenL uit.h pri3rit.v in 
hl!man resources development, of v!xic!h, he hoped ?Zo qet. snme form c?f 
cxoperation. 1 

He said t.hat. in order t.o conrdinate and faci1it.at.e privat.e invest.!nents 
and all forms of int.emat.ional aids Lt.0 Cambodia, a Council of Develnpment. 
had been set. up. 

The council vas set up after the Mvestment. Law, a legal framework of 
icestment. ir! t.he country, was accegt.ed I?y the NAtional Cnuk?il,, he said. 

?.anaridrlh said the legal framework of investment. was at.t.ract.iVe, 
pra.qmat.ic, liberal and dynamic. 

,Ue also grniserl llr M:?hat.hir’s vision of setting up t.he East Asia 
Ecoriomic Cauc t!s (EF.!g) , and haped t.ha.t. Cambodia c!o~.!ld cont.ribute iI1 t.he 
sett inq up of the canrxs . .--Bernama 
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