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requested rptx for Beuters 
,Mahat.hir-fire 

fi.re-prevention mea5ure.s at. t.he Kuala Lam:bur Int.er.rkt.ional Airport.. ..A 
“we ha\le experienced this time and aqain. Ry right. t.hey should learn 

I ‘. from t.hat. to 2void a recburrance, ” he said. 
, - He said if j.t. was found that. a short. circ!ui.t. ~oulcl CAUSE a fire, t.!le 

part,ies concerned must. ensure that.. the wiring and re.lat.ecl factors did ,llOt. 
c!ause a short. c!ircuit . 

Frequent. ,inspect.ions should be carried out. t.o ensure t.hat. the inc..ide.nt. 
- clicl not. recur, he said uhen comment.i.n.q CXI the fire’which clest.r~~ed. t.h.e 

approach radar station at. Bukit. Suban!{ last. %?t.urday. 
& t.olcl reporters who xpT!rnachecl him after he off ic*ial.ly OPefled the new 

Jitrn public library hildinq here: “If we ]g-mw that. t.he first. fire was . 

a caused 1:)~ a .short. circmit., ye fmst. enswe that. short. circxits do not. rfX!tlT 
. and even if it. yas caused hy sabnt.aqe, ue must. have ways of prevent.inci 

I sabotage. ” -- more 
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P!:?hat.hir-f ire 2 Jit.rc? 

“We must have gosit.iVe maintenance, not. passive maintenance. We must. 
ad-. early.’ Althouqh the cost. nil1 be hiq!l, I believe it. would st.ill be 
chedtier t.han t.o allow such fires t.c! occur. 

“Alt.houqh me cyan insure the eqv.i.pment. ,, t.here is no insurance against. 
flight. d@ayS ,?nd Ot.her prOhlemS. ” 

IIe said heads could roll but. if the .could not. care less at.t.it.ude 
prevailed the same t.hinq would rectur even if t.he person vho ‘was the head 
was replaced. 

.Dr Mahat.hir said the qovernment. was u&r’ppy ahaut. t.he. fire because 
while. e\reryone.~~lamourec? for sophist.icat.ed equipment. and nicx? huildincrs, it. 
seemed t.hat t.hey were less ‘than capable of manning ,t.he facil.it..ir*s. 

“By riqht. fire safety must. be .cfiven due at.t.ent.ion hefore and not. after 
it. occurrec!. We not. only Vant. t.0 safequard lives But. be must. Drevent. a fire 
from ever hapgeninq, ” he added. 

He said t.here were ,&l?y ways t.o prevent. fires, like carrying out checks 
every six motiths or a year instead of makinq a cursci,ry inspect.ion.. -- more 
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Mahat.hir-f ire 3 Jit.ra 

“We knokt that. ix! ow cour?t.ry lic!ht.ninrr, storms and such. . . we must. know 
what. measures we should t.ake, ” he ‘added. 

l!r Mahathir said t.!!e government. wr?s int.erested t.o know what. the fire . 
alarm did not. qo off in Saturday’s fire, vhet.her it. was fan3 t.y or whet.her 
t.he inst.allat.ion was improperly clone. 

Asked ahout the suqqestioa of a cover-up of the fire hy certain 
cparters, he said: “I feel s&l hecause I should have heen informed, when it, 
occurred. When t.he first. fire txcurred, I was informed and I went. to see 5 
t.he sit.uat.ior? 'at. the sirport. ht. this t.ime I read it. from t.be nersuapetys. -. 
I don’t. know i.f t.here wca,s a coverwp or not. hut. the fact. it. I wt. the 
informat.ion so late ‘ul+i The mat.t.er was a maior. one. 

Asked whet.her the. government. vo~!~11d set. u.0 a Ca!>inet. committee to 
invet.iqczt.e t.he fire, he ‘said no mat.t.er how often a committee was set IW' t.o 
conduct. an iave.st.iqat.ion, if the habit. of neqlect.in.q to l.nok 2ft.w t-he 
facilit.ies persisted,, t.he same t.hinq wodd recur. -- more . . 
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Mahat.hir-fire 4 (last.) Jit.ra 

He said t.he incident. had blsmiskd t.he country’s imaqe and everyone 
must. -take the responsibi1it.v t.o see that., it. did !tot. recur. 

~,sked yhpt.her it, vot:ld cost. the qovernment. m(3re expendit.ure, he said: 

- “Yes, we will he s9endinq more. . . fnr sure it will be the latest., the' most. , 
sophist.ir.lat.erl and the most expensi.vti hit if !ie are tmable t.0 look after i.t., 

1 *. what. can he done. ” 
, - He: hoped it, wo~-dd not. take t.c?o lonq t.o replace t.he radar so that. the 

’ sit.uat.j.&i at. t.he airport. could he returned to normal. 
He said: “What. clan ve 40. . . no matter how o,uickly ,$e call qet. t.he radar, 

in .t.!p2 meant.ime we a,re f acted Hit.11 the lack Of a radar. 
- “Alt.houqh $e have B back up, by havinff to. rexrt. to it. is an achission 

that. we are in.tfficient..” -- Bernama 
KHY Ll!D 


	Mahathir reiterates need to prevent fires at KLAP (Bernama 18/08/1994)

