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Mahat.hir-competit.ion 
COMPETITION ?ITAL IN TME TELECOWlW!ICATIONS INEUSTRY, SAYS I’M 
bm 74Y cl 4 
ALOR SETAB, Auq 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Minist.er Dnt.uk Seri Dr MahaLhir 

MuhamadA!id today healthy compet.it.ion is vit.aI in t.he t.elecommunicat.ions 
Gdust.ry :n t,hc count.ry so that. i,t.s success is more meaninqful. 

Wealt.hy oompet.it.ion does not. mean compet.it.ion without 1imit.s. An 
industry comprisinq small companies will not. promot.e development. required 
.in t.his era of conqlomerat.es, ” he said at. t.he layinq of t.he foundat.ion 
stone of t.he proposed Alor Setar ToHer, a 165.5m teleoommunications 
st.rnct.ure of Telekom Malaysia Rerhad, here. 

He said that. the relevant. aut.horit.ies should focus t.he indust.ry t.OwardS 
a compet.it.ive environment. or c1imat.e if thev want. t.he country to uroqress 
and be on par with leading indnst.rial nations. 

Dr Mahat.hir said that. while competition could improve a&alitv and 
t.echnoloqy of t.he indust.ry , the competitors couJ.d onlv vent.ue into such 
comDetit.ion if t.hey had adequat.e funds and h-uman resouroes. 

“A compet.it.ive environment. is not. meant. for part.ies t-o e1iminat.e or be 
hostile to each other result.inq in their human and financial resources 
becOminq weak. 

“+C.ompet.it.ion will only he of benefit. if it.’ promotes efficiency and hiqh 
quality and prices t.hat. are reasonable, ” he said. -- more 
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MahaLhir-compet.it.ion 2 Alor Setar 

Dr Mahat.hir said that. compet.it.ion nas also an effort. t.0 facilitate 
t.ransaotion and determine direction or sl?ecialisat.ion which WOllld 
event.ually’ ovcroome problems. 

“In ot.her words, it. is not. imvos:;ible t.o at.t.ain zero problem to 
accomplish perf ect.ion, ” he said. 

He said that. t.his could not. possibly be achieved successfully withollt. 
t.ot.al involvement..‘& such, he said, every company should he committee! 
.t,owards at.t.aininq &cellent. output. and be superi.or t.han their rivals. 

J)r Mahat.hir also s(?i,d that development did not merely meaIL it COn1~t.V 
Hith rapid economic progress as such development. should be comprehensive. 

He said: “&ye1opjpent, based on st.abi1it.y and whic!t. iS- able LO improve 
the standard ‘of living of the peop1.e is a vit.al social object.ive. 

“This is the basis of t.he nation ‘s vision t.hat. should-be achieved by 
the year 2020. ” -- more 

MFJ RM _ 



CiK3012 , 
U GE 18-08 40146 WI63 
aae 

I Mahat.hir-compet.it.ion 3 Alor Set.ar 

;; The Prime Minist.er also said t.hat. basic facilit.ies in. the rural .areas 
should also be qive more serious at.t.ent.ion t.o ensure t-hat. ,t.he people there 
were not. neql.ect.ed. 

He said t.hat in line w1t.h progress “in t.he t.elec!ommunicat.~ons 
tplchnoloqy, facxi1it:ie.s should be provided in the. rural areas so t.hat. t.he 
people could enjoy t.he same benefits as’ the urban residents. 

Dr Mahathir said t.hat. all part.ies should understand policies of t.he 
qovernment. which wanted: to ensure equal. distribution t.o the people, both in 
t.he urban and rural area; .’ 

“A11 fortunes and benefits should be enjoyed by all levels of society. 
“Alt.houqh sup~?ly ofi services t.o the urban areas are more profitable, 

t.his does not. mem t.hnt: t.he rural areas should be ignored ,‘I he said. -- 
more 
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Dr Mahathir also said t.hat. t.he National Telec!ommunicat.ions Policy uas 
aimed at. providinq bet.t.er service to t.he people besides at.t.ract.inq more 
invest.ment. in t.he count.ry . 

He said t.hat. the policy was also formulat.ed t.o maintain opt.imum 
ut.il’isat.ion of the local t.echnoloqy besides ensurinq that. t.he local 
technoloqy was on par wit.h t.hose in countries which were more advanced in 
t.he field of t.elecommunicat.ions. 

Dr Mahat.hir said that. the country s. t.elecommanicat.ions sect.or should 
keep abreast. of development. if t.he objective of becoming a develop nation 
were to be achieved. 

He said t.hat. t.he development. of telecommunications, net.vork would 
enhance the sec!t.or’s role as a nerve of national ‘development.. It. was 
essent.ial for the country to develop further and proqress in l,ine wit.h 
developments &-I ot.her fields, he added. 

At. the fun&on, t.he Prime Minister placed t.he t.ext. of his speech in a 
t.ime capsule which was buried at. the site of the proposed RM49 million 
project.. Other it.ems in the t.ime capsule are t.he archit.ect.ural plan of the 
t.ower, a book on t.he history of Alor Setar, a compilation of deve1opment.s 
of the country’s t.elecommunicat.ions indust.ry and phot.oqraphs taken at. t.he 
funct.ion. 

Present. at. the function nere Kedah Mcnt.eri Desar -Tan Sri Haii &man 
Aroff , Aqriculture Minist.er Dat.uk Seri Sanusi Junicl and Telekom Malaysia 
Executi?te Chairman Tan Sri Dr Mohamed Rashdan Raha. -- Bernama 
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