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Mahathir-Reports
- ATRPORT FIRE SHOULD BE MADE PURLIC, SAYS PM

b

KUALA LUMPUR, Auq 21 {(Bernama) —— Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said last week's fire at the Kuala Lumpur International Rirport in
fubanq which disabled the appreach radar system should not be covered up.

"We should report it...we cannot hide anything, " he told reporters
after watching an air show put up bv the United States Air Force
Thunderhirds squadron here todav. .

Dr Mahathir was asked about a statement hy the Department of Civil
Aviation (DCA) that media reports on the Auq 13 tire could harm the imaqge
of the country. . A
Asked op his comment that incempetency led to the fire, he said the
process of estahlishing a dpalitv nublic service required a long time
becaunse people's attitude could not he chanqged easily. .

“On the air show, he said it should inspire Malavsiaas to leacn to flv

sophisticated aircraft like fereiqners. —— more
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Dr Mahathir said the development of an aerospace industry in Malavsia
needed the acquisition of broad skills. ;

"Phe technoloqy in the industry is progressing rapidly and vhen we
reach a certain level, we find others are far ahead. The West is so far in
front that'it is difficult to set a timeframe for us to cateh up,™ he said.
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.Meanwhi]e, Transport Minister Datuk Ser
fire should not have heen “covered np”
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> aqree that-¥e should not hide and cannot hide hecause as sonn as

the fire happened, Malavsi irlines
e e appened, ..3rys}a'AJr11ned (MA8) and the others have to he

1 Dr Ling Liong Sik said the °

. o 2t oyou must. tell M he told re : at.
the DCA Air Traffic Complex in Suhang todav. " reparters at
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' The m]niste? said he had anolagised to Dr Mahathiv for the v

in not_reportlnq the fire to him much earlier o R
.Dr Ling said he had made it a DO]iCV»"éii.éiﬁnq&”thif‘fhP DCA

director-qeneral should inform the Pr%me Mﬁui;}pr aﬁﬂrﬁn“ v P

on whatgvgr "major things" which happenéd at‘;ﬁé'airﬁgrf
- The minister also said he has heen keeping ﬁflﬁdﬁatﬁif informed ahout

to replace the damaqged componeniirggr;h;niigilngfCZﬁ ::iir Py Thomson C3F
He added that he wonld also hrief the thjﬁet on the ié%pﬁt

developments at jts 2k ot ]
£S COL - 1ts weekly meeting on Wednesday. —- Bernama
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