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Mahat.hir-dadah G Y’ 

POLICE TO PREPARE PAPER ON DADAH ARUSR FOR CARTNET 
bm 
KllALA LllMPllR, Auq 22 Y.i ernama! -- Prj.me Minj.st.er I!at.uk Serj Dr Mahat.hir 

Mohamad t.oday directed t.he Royal Malaysia Polj.ce to prepare a pager for t.he 
Cabinet. on the necessary measures and additioaal funds required to fiqht. 
dadah abnse. 

The: Cabinet. will dec:ide on the appr0prj.at.e measures to be adopted based 
on t.he report., he said. 

He said dadah abuse in the .count.ry had qrown into a maior problem. 
“It. might. qrou even biqqer wit.hont. t.onqh lays, It h.e told reporters aft.er 

at.t.endinq a briefing followinq a visit. to the Rukit. Aman police 
headquart.ers here. 

Dr Mahat.hj.r said dadah abuse c!ont.inned to pose a t.hreat. t.o t.h.e CWUnt.ry, 
and t.hat. it. was necessary for t.he qovernment. to qive more at.t.ent..i.OfI t.0 
t.ackle the problem. -- more 
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It. included qivinq more at.t.ent.ion t.o t.he rehabi.Iit.at.ior! of dadah 
addicts, he said. 

Dr Mahathir said it. Ha.‘; also necessary for t.he qovernment. to obt.ain 
int.ernat.ional assj.st.ance t.o ficlht. dadah abuse in the c!ount.ry. (I ! 

_ 

Asked whether dadali abuse j.n t.he country had become critical., he said 
the qovernment. considered the l)roblem a serious one. 

The prime minist.er said that. t.houqh t.he qouernment. had taken steps t.0 
overcome t.he problem, the rnlmher of addicts cont.:i.nued t.0 mow. 

We are txyinq but. it. looks like more people are qet.t.in.q involve’d in ’ 
dadah abuse, ” he said, addinq t.hat. it. might. be bec!ause exist.i.nq facilities, 
such as t.he care cenfrres for addict.s, were not. enough. -- more 
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‘IWE! do not. have enouqh facj.lit.ies to qive t.reat.ment. t.o all Idadah 
addict.s) because t.heir number is increasi.nq ever’y year,” he !ai.d. 

He said he: was briefed today t.hat. there were more than 180,000 people 
involved in dadah abuse., and 78,000 of them wer’e hardcore addicts. 

Dr Mahat.hir,. Hho is also Uome Minister, said the care cent.res in t.he 
country clan only acc:ommodnt.e 10,000 people, and the remaj.n.inq 60,000 or SO 
cannot. be qiven t.reat.ment.. 

“Our prisons also hold a large number ‘of &$th addict.s, ” he sajd. 
Asked whet.her the qovernment. would i’ncrease t.he number of c!are C!ent.res 

t.o ac.commodat.e all t.he addict.s, he said not. only t.he crentres must. be 
in.creased but. also t.he st.aff administ.rat.inq t.hem. 

Dr Mahat.hir said .t.he qov’ernment. had to inctrease the number of st.aff, at. 
care cent.res to tackle the dadah. abuse problem t.houqh t.he qovern.ment. wd.s 
careful about. crreatinq neF! post.s. . ’ 

In the three-hour visit. t.o Rukit. Aman, Dr Mahat.hj.r was briefed by t.he 
various heads of depart.ment.. 

Also present. were De~nty Home Minister Dat.uk Meqat. Junid Meqat. Ayob and 
I~mector-General of Police Tan Sri Ahdnl Rahim Noor and ot!hGr senior 
police. officers. -- nernama 
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