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Mahathir-BN

BN REPRESENTS THE PEQPLE'S SPIRIT AND MATHRITY, SAYS DR M

bm iy, K

KUALA LUMPUR, Auq 23 (Bernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the Barisan Nasional (BN), which has won in every general
election, svmbolises the neonle's snirit and maturity.

Jts electoral victories nroved that the annln accented its concent of
cooperation, he said in his message in a sonvenir nrogramme in conjunction
with the BN's 20th amnniversary celehrations tomorrov.

He said the coalition had succeeded in makina Malavsia a stable,

rosperous and dyaamic nation hecause of the cooneration and tolerance
practised by component memhers.

The formation of the BN after the 1969 racial riots reflected the
people's awareness, and since then the spirit of tolerance had arown from
strength to strength among the people aof varions races, said Dr Mabathir,
who is BN Chairman.

Under the BN qovernments, racial pelities had been reduced and the
settlement of sensitive issues through closed-door discnssions had
prevented racial tensions which could undprm1na the country's stabilitv, he
said. -- more
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“Emphasis is given to the development of the people and a more
equitable distribution of the nation's wealth. Poverty is vedveed and the
ecopomy qrovws rapidlv," he said.

Dr Mahathir said BN nractised the nolitics of moderation with all
{component) parties given the same status in its Supnrema Council, and its
decision-making hy consensus meant that the interests of the minorities
vere not iqnored.

He sald the fact that the same party had alwavs been in "ﬂwpl ensnred
continuity ia qovernment policies and ereated the stdhility necessary to
attract invesments to spnr the countrv's economic aqrowth.

"On the other hand, even a developed country will face & slow-down it
there are frequent changes of goverument," he said.

He said the BN was indebhted to nast 1pdﬂars like former Prnm@ Mipnisters
Tunku Abdul Rahman, Tun Ahdul Razak and Tnn Hussein Dnn, Tun Tan Siew Sin,

Tun V.T. Samhanthdn, Too Dr Ismail and others for their contribntions. —-—
more
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In his mesgsaqge, BN %e”raiﬁry —General Datnk Mohamed Rahmat urqged all BN
components to renev their commitment to create a hmﬁlefv that was ﬂvndmlc,
progressive and had high coltural values,

Malavsia's future as a sovereiqn nation depended on the determination
of BN members and the pecnle to shape their own destiny, said Mohamed, who
is Information Minister.

gelangor Menteri Resar Tan Stvi Muhammad Haii Muhammad Taib, who is
chairman of BN's 20th annjversary gathering, hoped that the new deperation
would absorb the BN spirit to march in tandem towards a commop vision. -—
Bernama
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