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Stability the result of co-operation, corn 

Dr M: BN has 1 
By S. Jayakrishnan 
KtiAIA LUML’UR! Tues. - 
The Barisan Naslonal has 
proven its capability in em 
swing that the country Glli 
be made stable, prosperous 
and dynamic, Prime Mims- 
ter Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said todav. 

lie said this achi~vcment 
was the result of the stabil- 
ity, co-operation and com- 
promise as well as the fam- 
ily spirit nurtured among 
the Harisan Nasional coali- 
tion parties. 

Dr Mahathir. in his mes- 
sage in conjunction with the 
20th anniversary of the for- 
mation of the Barisan Na- 
sional tomorrow, said this 
tradition. inherited from its 
past leaders, had become 
part of the culture. value 
and lifestyle of Malaysians 
sjnce independence. 

He paid tribute to the nn- 
tion’s first Prime Minister, 
the late Tunku Abdul Kah- 
man or Hapa Mfllaysia as he 
was fondly known, and to 
the contributions of past 
leaders including Tun Tan 
Siew Sin, Tun V.T. Sam- 
banthan, Tun Abdul Kazak. 
Tun Hussein Onn and vari- 
ous other leaders who. he 
said, the nation should re- 
member on this historic oc- 
casion. 

111. Mahathir added that 
their sacrifices for the na- 
tion would long be remem- 
bered and tile people should 
be grateful to God for the 
country’s development and 
economic success. 

“As a result of the Gov 
crnment remaining un 
changed over the vears,, its 
policies havck also rf~rnalnecl 
unchanged. 

‘.What the F5N has done is 
to improve its policies and 
introduce new ideas. As a 
result of the stability, for- 
eign and local investors 
wet-c unpert.urbed over the 
future of thcjr investments. 

“This has contributed to- 
wards the rapid clevelop- 
ment of the economy. On 
the other hand even the 

most developed countries 
will experience recession 
when their Governments 
rhange frequently.” 

He said in Malavsia even ’ 
promise among coalition par-tie! 

the Opposition was accom- 
modated and said there had 
been no occasion when Par- 

nately, however, Opposition 
parties rarely criticised in a 
constructive manner. 

He also congratulated the 
various BN coalition parties 
and thanked them for their 
~~~~;h~;; the BN and its 

O&lining the BN’s forma- 
tion Dr Mahathr added that 
the BN was a legacy of the 
binding ties built before the 
country’s independence be- 
tween Umno, MCA and the 
MIC in the struggle for inde- 
pendence and nationalism. 

He said the Alliance rep- 
resented a coalition party 
representing the three ma- 
jor races in the peninsular. 
The coalition was later en- 
larged to accommodate par- 
ties in Sabah and Sarawak 
until it reflected the hopes 
and aspirations of all races 
and ethnic groups in Malay- 
sian society. , 

Dr Mahathir said to allow . 
all parties to join the Gov- \ 
ernment, Opp&ition parties 
were acwpted together with 
the coal@ion partners in a 
much larger coalition which 
was called the Barisan Na- 
sional. 

The BN, which was 
formed on June 1, 1974, suc- 
ceeded in uniting the vari- 
ous races foIlowing the out- 
break of racial riots in 1969. 

Dr Mahathir said the BN’s 
formation following the ra- 
cial violence had created a 
new awareness among Ma- 
laysians and there was a 
greater sense of tolerance. 
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“The BN became a symbol 
of the people’s enthusiasm 
and maturitv. The BN’s vic- 
tory in each”election proves 
that the people accept the 
concept of co-operation 
within the BN.” 

He said under the BN 
leadership, racial politics 
was minimised and sensi- 
tive matters were discussed 
and resolved privately. As 
such the threat of racial con+ 
flicts no longer threatened 
the stability of the country. 

“On the other hand there 
is greater and serious focus 
on the development of the 
people and a fair distribu- 
tion of wealth. Poverty has 
also been reduced while the 
economy has grown rapid- 
ly.” 

Dr Mahathir added that 
the politics practised by the 
BN was that of moderation 
and all races and parties 
shared equal position in the 
BN’s supreme council. 

“Umno, owing to its size, 
is the core in ensuring that 
the BN is not easily frag- 
mented. However! Umno 
also respects the opinions of 
other smaller parties, just 
as they respect each other. 

“With this consensus ap- 
proach, the interests of 
smaller parties and races 
are not ignored.” - 

He said even thoiigh the 
BN was a coalition party it 
acted in an ethical manner 
as component parties were 
not allowed to compete with 
each&her during elections. 

On the other hand. candi- 
dates from compon&t par- 
ties stood on the BN plat- 
form and were supported by 
all component party mem- 
bers. 

Dr Mahathir said as the 
BN was represented as a 
coalition before an election 
it was not weak like other 
coalition parties which did 
not have enough seats to 
form the Government. 

Moreover, he added, such 
coalition parties were easily 
overthrown with the with. 
drawal of just one partner 
while in the case of the BN 
the withdrawal of any com- 
ponent party would not jeo- 
pardise the BN’s majority 
and it could still form the 
Government. This was the 
uniqueness of the BN. 

r)r Mahathir said the MPs 

ernment due to its two- 
thirds majority and as such 
the Government could focus 
its attention towards devel- 
opment without adverse 
criticism from outside or 
within the party. 

He cited the example of 
the withdrawal of the Parti 
Bersatu Sabah (PBS) from 
the BN which did not SUC- 
teed in toppling the BN 
even during the election. 

BN secretary-general Da- 
tuk Mohamed Rahmat in his 
message said the country’s 
political stability, impres- 
sive economic uerformance. 
racial harmon? and its ex- 
cellence in every field had 
enabled the country’s lead- 
ers and the nation to play a 
more effective role in the 
international arena. 

He said the opinion of Ma- 
laysians on vafious interna- 
tional issues was respected 
as it was regarded as envi- 
sioning the hopes and aspi- 
rations of the Third World 
and the people of developing 
countries. 

Mohamed added that 
what was occurring in Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina, West Asia, 
Africa and particularly in 
Rwanda was an important 
lesson to Malaysia as a dem- 
ocratic country of different 
races striving to seek indus- 
trialised status. 

“Our survival in future 
will depend on ourselves. 
The United Nations was not 
able to solve the problem of 
Bosnia-Hefzegovina, Soma- 
pw;;dsmt the people of 

“Our future as a sover- 
eign and independent na- 
tion, as well as a multi-ra- 
cial, democratic country 
will depend on our determi- 
nation, aspirations and re- 
silience.” _- 

Selangor Menteri Besar 
Tan Sri Muhammad Mu- 
hammad Taib, who is the 
celebrations organising 
committee chairman, said 
the BN had achieved much 
success over the past 20 
years and that the nation 
was respected for its eco- 
nomic and social success as 
a multi-racial country. 

He said under the leader- 
ship of Dr Mahathir the BN 
would continue to progress 
and attain even greater suc- 
cess and in the process be- 
come a model power-shar- 
ing pact in the international in Parliament could also not 

agitate against the BN Gov- arena. ~~ -.~~-~~ 
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