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lrNITY ANI! STA,BILITY BN’X A!XN’f?A T.INDER MAHATHIR 
(Rernama Feat-are in con~iu.nct‘.ion wit.h ,Rarisan Nasi.onal’s 20th 

anniversarv on Auqust ZS’P? . ,!IIS is rhe last. in a six-nart series!. 

which accents these nrincj:pies can hecome it.s member. 
These were the words of Prime Mini.st.er Dat.nk Seri nr Mahathir Mnhamnd 

when he. t.ook oyer t.he c:oilnt.rv’ s and RN’s he1.m 13 VeArS aU0. hd J 3 YwrS 
later, t.hkse words are as relevant. now as t.hen. 

nr Mahat.hir made t.he remarks as the RN WCIS c~ear:ina t.o face t.he 1402 
(lenera election. And now, the BN is acrain on t.he ?ercle Of Vet. another 
elec.t.ion which is expw.t.ed to be held verv sooil. 

The ent.ry of the breakaway narties of the Part.i. Bersat.11 Sahah (PBS) 
int.0 the RN fold recently fol1owj.n.q the colla.~se Of the PBS st.at.e 
government. in Sabah, onc:e arlainst. demonstrates that. t.he coalir.ic?n. front. ’ 
under nr Mahathir aractjses what. it. preaches.--more 
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RN’S AGENDA 3 RRRMAMA FEATIIR& 

The Prime Minister chnse the theme:: n A Clean, Fff-ic.i.ent and 
Trustworthy Government." as the RN manifest.n tc face t.he fi.rst ~111 i1nde.r 
his leadershjp. Leadlnq up t'.o this, he direct.ed all ministers; Mentris 
Aesar and Chief Ministers to declare their asset.s t.o him. 

Leadershjn Ry Rxamp71ri the Clock-In svstem for qovernment. servant.s,.* J' 
Malaysia Innor~orated, Look East Pol.icv and Applicat.inn of Tslamict Vallles 
wkf? amonrf some of new slnqans t.hat. came into the day to dav .l.ife of 
Malaysians, aimc?d at. an all.-ronnil .improvc?ment t.o urovernment machinerv 
towards t.he dream of makincr Malaysia into a cor!nt.rv .it.s pit.izens are proud 
of - 

For t.he sake of nat.jonaI ~~jt.v and 1lnit.v amnnc! M~~slims in t.he ronnt.rv, 
Dr Mahathir sent nrlt. an olive branch to PAS to re3ci.n the Rarisan Nasional.. 
Rut PA$ responded to Dr Mahatj r's maqnanimnns qest.t.llre hv put.t.inq a 
candj date against. him fctr t.he ,Knhanq Pas11 parliamentarv Crnnstitxencv in the 
April I.982 qeneral Ff!.ect.ion. 

What. Dr Mahathir had in mjnd hv i,nvit.inrr PAS hack int.n the RN fold was 
to hri.nq hack t..he "peace and t.ranc!cli 1 i t.v" that. preva-i.J ed .in t.he coufttrv s 
nolitical environment'and among Muslims in t.he cnuntrv when t.hp partv was a 
RN member i.n 1973-74. 

He.hail calleil for an earlier than evp,errtcCi ~07.1 t.o oht.ain a fresh 
mandate frnm the people SO t.hat. he cou.ld contrent.rat.e and crive a k.ick start. 
t.n his amhit.ir?us economic! d~elr~pment plans.--mnre 

RN'S AGENDA 4 RRRNAMA ??1;_IRTlIIIB 

The RN w’on a decisive vjctory at. the pdls. Wit.h this new mantlat.e, J3r 
Mahathir spt out to 3.enii t.he qovernmpnt hy injectinq more liheri11 and open 
policies. Open crit.Ccisms inr!ltld.inq from among RN component. part.ies were 
t.olera ted . 

This n& sp,ir.it. nf cpennness led t.n Ftven cl.oser rapport. amnnq RN 
component. parti es. 

Fonr years 1at.er i.n t.he rw-up t.o the 1986, general. elect.jnn, llnj t.y was 
aqa:in made a ma$r i5sne. ,The Prime M'inist.er ask& the people t.o re'ject. 
candidates who championed selfish or parochial can~i?s that. wonld only lead 
to destahl isinq the rrount,ry and l~ndetrm%ne its racial harmnny. 

Or. Mahat.hir's appeal won wide support from r.he e1ecltnrat.e as t.he RN 
swept. hack i.nt.0 power wi.t.h a t.wo-,t.hi rds major'it.y. And whi1.e t.be MCA and 
Gerakan performed helnw expect.at.inn, the I)AP failed t.o achieve its dream c!F 
captur5nq the 5t.at.e qovernment. <n Penanq. . 

RN wnn 140 parl.i.amcr.nt.arp seai-.s, with the DAP secnrinq 24 seats, 
:independents wi.t.h follr seats whil.e PAS nnlv manaqerl to w.ifi One seat... 
--more 'C. c 



RN’S AGENDA S RERNAMA FEATT!RR 

The victory demonstrated the pw~~l.e’s nnflapgahle desire! t.0 opt. for 
r!onti.nued po.lit..ic=tl. st.ahj1it.y and racial harmony and t.n reject 
narrow-minded pol.<.t.i.ck:inq. The clrjsis in !IMNO triqqerec! hy the resiqnatinn 
of JIatnk Muxa Hjtam as Jbpnty Prime Mini.st.r?r and lIep1lt.y llmnn President, as 
well, as t.he then prevailinq ecnnnmic l:eces,y.inn, flit! nnt. dent. the people's 
massive snpport for JIr Mahathir's leadership. 

TJIP RN cahinpt. fnrmed after the electinn lost. no time in tack1 inq 
prnhl.ems t.o restore t.he ecnnnmy wjth special emphasis on averc!ominq t.hc! 
unemployment. problem and t.0 push for i.nrrreaserl fore:!-iqo investments. 

Dr. Mahathir's strong rc?h!lff fnr t.he opposition fnr fanning rntrjalist 
sentiment. when rais.inrJ the issl!e nf the NEP qenerat.ed stqqvrrt from the RN 
component partcies, whivh ~ant.~d the NT;? tn clont.inue a.ftPr its pspirv in 
1990. 

Jb Mahathir appointerl hi.s dep1tt.y Rncik Ghafar Aaha t.n head a high-level. 
cnmmit.t.ee tn review the implementatinn of the NRP and t.r, f.incl means t.a 
achieve its tarqet.s. 
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RN'S AGENDA 6 (last.) RRRNAMA I7F',A'?'l!RF: 

Al.t.houqh l.lMNO fnce.d its fiercest. internal battle when part.v st.al.uart 
Tenqkll RazaIeiqh Hamxah led a qrc)up tn r!hallenqe JIr Mahathir's leadership 
in I.!%7 -- xhi.r!h was lat.rr t.c! li%d t.r, l!MNI)'s derqist.rat.inn -- l)r 
Mahathir's leadership nf the RN rem;iin+?!d intact.. 

I,eaclers of the RN component. .part.ie!s ral.,ied hehind h.im hv ask.inq him tr! 
cont.inne j~adinq t.he&alit.inn nnt.i.1 IfMNC) had sorted out ;t.s own problems. 

And Tenqku Razal r?.irJh, ubr! ha<? sjnce formd the spl.int.er Semanqat. 46 
Party failed tn qaj.n qrol~nd in the 1990 qeneral election, let. alone 
fu'lfil1,inq his dream r?f form'inq the new qnvxnmcint. Rut Semanqat. 46 playd 
a hiq part in helping PAS tc! r!apt.ure t.he Kelantan 8t.at.e Government from the 
RN. The DAP, meanwhi..lrt, aqrl.in fa.i!ed t.n qet. Penanq. 

Now, t.he RN's elcxrt.i~n machinery has started t.o he mohi iisd for the 
com:inq pol.l s expectd to he hP.1 rl at. any t.'ime. Rut. sper:x 1 at. i on.5 a re 5t.i 7 1. 
djv.ided river the r+1pct.i.n date., with some saginq it. will he hc+lil t.his vear 
and some others predict.inq parly nest year as the t.he’g?ore 1 ikelv date. 

Wi t.h the fa 11 of t.hp: PRS government in Sahah, the RN i:an now fotrus cln 
Kelantan and Pertnnq. Can Dr Mahat.h.ir marshal. the RN to r!apt.urre Kel,ant.an 
thi s t.ime? . Or will t.hp DN again s~~ccreecl t.0 denv the J!AP from qrahhinq 
Pcnanq?. --Rernama 
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