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WOMEN MADE “@X SLAVES” RY AL ARQAM, SAYS 
bm 

96 
KUALA LUMPIER, Auq 22 (Bernama) -- Prime 'Minister I!at.uk Sei:i Jlr Mahathjr 

Mckmd said today t.he Al Arqam has been used by its l.~acters t.o sat.i.sfv 
t.heir lust. by makinq women more or less ‘@sex s~.aves~~. 

“‘l’he foms of these Arqam leaders is sex alt.hollqh. t.hey appear to be 
cOncent.rat.inq nn Islamic t.eachinqs, I1 he said. 

He s&l they fcwus their at.t.ent.ion more on satisfyinq t.heir lust. bv 
“&!hanqinq” wives throuqh divorce _ 

“I have heard that. they remain married ‘just. for a while . . _ some for 
only 24 hours, ‘I he told‘ report.ers after a visit. t.c! and briefi.X!rf at. t.he 
Rnkit. Aman Dolj.ce ,headqnart.ers, here. 

“We feel that. t.his is leqalised pr0st.i tution, I’ he said when asked to 
Comment. on Dress re‘posts t.hzt. Al Arclam leader Ashaari Muhammad .int.ended t.o 
return t.o Malaysia soon, -- more 
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Dr Mahat.hir said he had received reports that. several members of the 
movement. would clivowe t.heir Cves and marry t.hem off t.o ot.her members. 

“We have heard s’tories of women heinq divorced awl married off t.o other 
Arqam members when their h.usbancls tire of t.hem and it. qoes on and on, ” he 
said. 

The grime minist.er said .t.his st.2t.e of affairs showed that. the Al Arrram 
devoted it.s at.t.ent.ion t.o’ se?: alt.houqh the female members covered t.hemseld& 

, 

even II~ t.o the face ost.ensihly t.o portray t.hemselves as Muslims who t,ruJy 
abided by Islamic teachinqs _ 

l)r Mahathir said what the movement had clearly clone was to teach jts 
members that.’ they should marry “tun, three or four (wives)“. 

In Ashaari’s cease, he said, the Al Arclam leader had marri.erl "more t.han 
t.hat. (four wives! . . . maybe four (wives) at. any one t.ime but. he dj vorcwl 
and married, f.livorc.ed and mar’riecl. ” -- more 
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nr Mahat.hir said t.hat. in Pier+ relirlion 
t.h.ere were qroups l.i.ke t.he Al 

Arcfam whose preocrcupat.j.on was wmen and ses and how to make nolyqamv 

a&ept.able. 
On a f.oreit$ news aqenr:y report. quot,in(I 

t.he. phai.rman of t.h.e Nahd;it.ll‘l 

Ulama Indonesia, Abdurrahman wahi.d , as saying t.hnt. several Al. I\rqnm Leaders 

had been offered post.s in I.lmno, l)r y;ilmt.hj r sajd he hail never made anY swh 

offer ,al though ~‘he wonld not. den, v that. others ‘in Umno rniclht. have- 

“It. 'may he t.rw . . _ preyjously it (Arqam) did nc+ deviate," he sajcl, 

acldinq that. usually movement3 'like t.hc: ~1. &rqarn wauM he "prowc" in the 

beqinninq. 
"At. that.. t.ime we van acc!enl:. . -. HP c.,m cooperat+ but. later when its 

leac1p.r (J!shaarj.) hwarne so i.nfIt~en.t.:iaI. that. he COU]~ 
qet. his fol.~.owers t.0 

do just. anyt.hi.ncf, he st,art.ecj t.0 deviate from the truth and to PrfVarlat.e~. . 
t.eachinqs p’romotinq his self-interest., ” he Said. 

To. a qnest.ion, Jjr Mah,yt.hj,r saj.d Ashaari had never asked t.0 iQin thmfJ 
because "he is biqqer than lhno" - 

Asken whether any 1.eqa.l ac!t.ion HOUI~ he taken aqajnst. Ashaari if he ~ 

ret.urned home, 1)~ Mahat.hj.r rej.t.erat.ed t.hat.’ it. HF?S l nri t.0 the adorities 
uhet.her to t.ake action. -- more 
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Meanwhile, Inspect.or-General of Police Tan Sr:i. Ahdul. Rah.im Noor I;a.id 
Ashaari must. abide by Mala ysinn laws once he enters the cocnt.ry- 

He said the coun.t.ry 's laws were not conf~.neci lx t.he actt.s of par1 j.ament 
hat al.so cove.red fatwa (religions rdjnqs! isswcl hjr t.he National Pat.wa 
Counci 1. 

Howquer, he said, no warrant bad been issued for Ashaari If; arrest.. 
He said t.hat. from intelliqence reports, lishaari had ask-1 h.i s members 

t.o be calm and to ab.i.cle by the cnwtt.ry’s laws SC, he himself should da t.he 
'same. 

He said that. as a respansihle ?.e~der, Ashaarj s1u-1ul.d ret.urn and set. his 
fo23mwrs st.rai qht.. 

On reports that. Ashaarj was now in Thajland, he sajil the polI'ce werp 
trying t.o qet. conflrmat:inn from t.he Tba‘i. authorities. 

He said, hotlever, t.hat. Ashaarj h;id tn retxrn to Malaysia because it vas 
his’homeland and he could not. 1:ive in t.he w.i.l.derness, ~spcxia.l.l.y when he 
he1.d a Malaysian passport.. -- Ikrnama 
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