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Mahathir-Arqam

WOMEN MADE "SEX SLAVES" BY AL ARQAM, SAYS MAHATHIR
bm -

KUALA LUMPUR, Aunq 22 (Bernama) —— Prime 'Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today the Al Arg

: am has heen used hy its leaders to satisfv
their lust hy making women more or less "sex slaves™.

"The focps of these Arcam leaders is sex although they appear to he
concentrating on Islamic teachings,” he said.

‘He saig they focus their attention more on satisfyving their lust by
© "exchanging" wives throuqh divorce.

"I have heard that they remain married just for a while .
only 24 hours,” he told reporters after
Bukit Aman police headguarters, here.

"We feel that this is leqalised prostitution,™ he said when asked to

comment on press reports that Al Argam leader Ashaari Muhammad intended to
return to Malaysia soon. —— more
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Dr Mahathir said he had received reports that several members of the
movement would divorce their wives and marrv them off to other membhers.

"We have heard stories of women being divorced and married off to other
Arqam membhers when their bushands tire of them and it goes on and on," he
said. S

The prime minister said this state of affairs showed that the Al Arqam .
devoted its attention to sex althouqgh the female members covered themselves
even up to the face ostensibly to portray themselves as Muslims who truly
abided by Islamic teachings.

Dr Mahathir said what the movement had clearly done was to teach its
members that they should marry "two, three or four (wives)®".

In Ashaari's case, he said, the Al Argam leader had married "more than

that (four wives) . maybe four (wives) at anv one time bhut he divorced
and married, divorced and married." -- more
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eIy i ouns like the Al
Dr Mahathiv said that in every religion there vere qrogps 1;§etggz A
Argam QhoééEﬁreoccnpation was women and sex and how to mdke nolygamy

‘.n .v R . v ) . X N’ : t:
aggﬁp;a?;gpiqh news . agency report auoting the chairman of the Nahda 1l

i am leaders
Nama Indonesia, Abdurrahman Wahid, as saying that several A1 Argam 1

i j sueh
" had been offered posts in Umno, br Mahathir said he haa never made any

offer .althongh he wonld not deny that others in Umno might have.
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“It may he true ... previously it (Argam) did nQE=de:ldEe£ﬁnEi"g?; L
adding that nsually movements like the Al Argam would he “propec™ in &
be2;2ntﬁg£ time we can accept ... ¥We can cooperate but later whep its

} i T wers to
leader (Ashaari) became so influential that he could get glzntoii;ante.
d& iﬁst\anvthinq he started to deviate from ?29 truth and to D e

in romoti is & -3 :t," he said. :
eachings promoting his self-intecest, ™ h _ T,
te;gh; gueztion Dr Mahathir said Ashaari had never asked to join Umn

X stion, I sai
hecause "he is bigqer than Umno™. - . e
h?;:ﬁed whaether any leqal action would be pgken aqa{ndt i;gaiﬁihiiiﬁigs
retﬁrnéd home, Dr Mahathir reiterated that it wasup to the aulhorities
wvhether to take action. —- more



U GE 22-88 00172 FABAG
aae ‘ _
Mahathir-Ardgam 4 (last) Kuala Lumpur

Meanwhile, Inspector-General of Police Tan 8ti Abdul Rahim Noor said
Ashaari must abide by Malavsian laws once he enters the country.

He said the country's laws were not confined to the acts of parliament

 but also covered fatwa (religious rulings) issued bv the National Fatwa
Conneil. . : ‘ .

However, he said, no warrant had heen issued for Ashaari's arrest.

He said that from intelligence reports, Ashaari had asked his memhers
to be calm and to abhide by the countrv's lawvs sn he himself should da the
‘same.

He said that as a responsible leader, Ashaari should retnurn and set his
follovwers strajght. ' ’

On reports that Ashaari was now in Thajiland, he said the polica were
tr?inq to get confirmation from the Thai anthorities.

He said, however, that Ashaari bad to return to Malavsia hecause it was
his homeland and he could not live in the wilderness, especially when he
held a Malaysian pasgsport. —— Rernama
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