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MAHATHTR CATL.S ON MATAYSTANS T0Q KERP UP GOOh WORK

bm 1%

KUATA LUMPUR, Ang 24 (Bernama) -— Datnk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
roniaht nrged the neople to continne with the dand efforts thev have heen
putting in since the countrv achieved jndenendence tn ensnre Malavsia conld
comnete with the developed countries hy 2026.

The Prime Minister said this was neressary hecanse throngb the striggle
of Barisan Nastonal (BN), Malavsia had achieved develonment that was tasted
by peonle of all races and created wnity among them.

"With the concept of continuity, we will march until the vear 2020 tn
enable us to continue ruling hecanse our striaqle has not ended vet " he
said at the BN's 20th anniversary gathering at Dataran Merdeka here.

He expressed confidence that with the solid supnort from neanle of a)l
races, Malavsia was canahle of progressing further ‘under the continmed
leadershin of the RBN.

Dr Mabathir, however, reminded the nennle ta he alwavs conscions of and
thankful for the blessings thev received. '

This was because not all countries could enjov snch gond fortunes
resulting from racial unity which had led to the lasting neace enioved in
Malaysia, he said. —~ more
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Describing racial) unity as Malaysia's higgest success from the efforts
of the BN and its forerunner, the Alliance, he said this was made possihla
dne to the foresight of past leaders like the late ‘Tunkn Abdul Rahman, an
Pr Ismail, Tun Tan Siew Sin, Ton §. Sambanthan and onthers.

He said achieving racial cohesion and peacefnl co-existence in a plural
society like Malawsia's was in fact an extraordinary matter.

The peonle shonld tealise that it was this wnity that had forced the
British tn grant. independence to Malavsia twa vears earlier tham schednled
hecanse thev knew thev could not set the peonlte against each other. he
said. ‘

Dr Mahathir was prond that BN, which was formed a few vears after the
1969 racial riots, could foster unity and strendthen tye neanla's
resilience throngh bhalanced development. '

To keep the halance, the BN encouraqed_the rich to continne amassing
wealth ta help the poor, unlike the comminist connfries which seized the
property of the rich to distribute poverty, he said. —- more
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In tacklina the prohlem of economic imhalance among the races which had
sparked the 1969 tragedv, Dr Mahathiv, who is BN Chairman, said the
coalition adonted the moral of the storv on the annse that lavs the gnlden
eqq. . L

"We collect the eqqs one bv one. flanghtering the gonse to take them
all at once will leave us with nothing after that," he said.

BN had drawn up a policyv that was hased not on the seizure of nronerty
from the rich but on creating various apportunities for the peaple ta
nroqress, he said.

He believed that Malaysia wonld not he where it was today if the neonle
vere fighting amooqg themselves as this romid scare avay foreian investnrsg
w¥ho now invested hillions of ringgit in the countrv.

He said this success had enahled Malaysiao entreprenenrs to invest not
only in the countrv but also overseas because thev had already mastered the
necessary technologies.

The Prime Minister gaid this scenario was far different from that
painted by the foreigo media which had frequeatly predicted of racrial
strife in the rountry. —— more
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“The foreign newspapers frequentlv snread lies...they never carrv good
stories ahout us," he gajd.

Although much-maliqned, the BN dovernment's concent of conneration
eventually qained recoquitios from other countries who wanted to emlate
it, he said.

He was nroud that the BN government, a coalition of 14 narties. had
succeeded ia developing Malavsia into a mode) counntrv compared to the
situation in other countries where even a cnalition of two parties conld
not. last. >

Dr Mahathir said what he was saving was not an election camnajgn but
vas something which needed to he stressed if the people wanted Malavsia to
continue to command respect. ' .

On membershin in the RN, he said it was willing to acrent any narty
whose leaders subscribed to the BN principles.

The event was carried Yive by TV Malaysia. ~— Rernama-
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