v25/08/17-22M87
CNSA9023
I GE 25-08 008196 EFAIR
aae the
Mahathir-Timber

MONEY OFFERED TO STOP MALAYSIAN LOGGERZ IN 30ITH SFAS, RAYR PM
LRV

LANGKAWT, Ang 25 (Rernama) —— Prime Minister Datuk feri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad_said today some regional nowers were affering money to nersuade

developing countries in the South feas and other regions to ston the
logging operations of Malaysian and other Asean companies. e

"We do no konw what to call such aid, bt it is questionahle whether
ecology has anvithing to do with it," he gaid when opening a meating of
Asean ministers of agrienlture and forestryv heve.

He said Asean timber companies had heen careful not to destrov the
forests they logged in the Sonth Seas and other regions.

"Hafortunately, the activ
many developing covatries have avonsed reseniment in some reginnal nowvers,

"Swddenly, money was offered to these developing countries Lo persuade
them to stop Malaysiae and other investors," he said.

The Prime Minister said when the pead to copserve the world's forests
was first recognised, the focus was almost exelngively op the tropical
forest and its exploitation. —-— wore
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He said a full-scale and emolive campaign was mounnted in the West tn
ban the nse of tropical hardwoods as if vemperate Jaud timber had no role
at.all in maintaining the ecological halance.

The timher tycoous of the North comld clear~fell milliong of hertaraes
of forest with impunity, he said.

"While we are not denying the role played hyv tropica) forests in
snstaining the ecolagical halunee, we wonld like to naint ant that we dn an
clear felling., Extraction of timher isg controlled, " he said.

He said Asean remaing a major tronical forest region with some 180
million hectares which represent ahont 68 per cent of the Asean land area.

He also said the private sector of Asean conitries conla nlay a major
tole to enbavte intra-Aseasn investment in the agricnlinre and torestry
sector so as to exploit the complementarity within Asean in terms of factor
endovments, labonr costs, technologies and skills.

"Asean private jnitiatives should aim at strateqgic alliances and joint
ventures in the production, processing and marketing of agrinn1tnra§
groducts.'The.thrust of cooperative efforks in this direction shauld resnlt
in penetration of extra-Asean markets," he said. -+ pore
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Dr Mahathir said wit
wonld he more trade an
to survival ip the world marketplace.

"All the comparative advantaces of the Asean memher countries should be
combined 1n order for Asean to he a low cost producer and exporter of
quality agricultural products," he said.

He also urged the private sector of Asean copntries to initiate

h the conclusion of the GAYT pegotialions, there
d competition, and competitivensss would be the bey

projects which would help exnedite the nrocess of opening up the growth

centres heing set »n under the Growth Triangle development strategies
involving all Asean memher countries.

The growth triangles are batweeu Tndonesia, Malaysia and Thailand
{(IMT-GT); between Singapnre, Malavsia and Indonesta (89J00RT); and hetyeen
Brunei, Tndonesia, Malavsia and the Philipnines (RIMP-GT)

The meeting is attended hy Agricultare Ministec Datuk Seri Sapusi
Junid, Primary Topdustries Minigster Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik, Asean
secretary—qeneral Datuk Ajit Singh, Brunej Minister of Tndustry and Primarcy
Resources Pehiv Datok Abdul Rahman Taib, Todonesian Minister of Agrimltnre
Dr Siarvifudin Babharsiah, Thai Depuly Minister of Conperative Suthep
Tauvgsuban, Singapove Seuwior Parliamenlary Secretary Mathhias Yao and
Philipnine Secretary of Agricullure Roberto 3. Sehastian. —— Bernama
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