I GE 25-68 Q0137 EAGGS
#ae

Mahathic-DCA .

NAP PEFTTION SERKTNG LIONG STX "3 REMOVAL MEANTNGLERS, SAVH PM

b bale)

FANGKAWT, Aug 25 (Bergama) —— Primd Minister NDatuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today described as meanineless a DAP pelition Lo the government
seeking the removal of Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liang Rik as teansport minister
over the fire which destroyed the vadar system nf the Kunala Tompur airvport
on Aug 13. : :

He said that if the DAP wanted to ancobtest against anvthing, it can turn
it into an election issue 2nd 21low the paople tno determine who will emerqge
the victor. i

"There is alwavs a DAP petition. For the slightesh reasan, the nparty
¥ill resort to ohtaiping the signatnres (petition) from the people. 1t has
neonle who will alwavs sign the netition," he told rennrters whan metl after

he had opened a meeting of Aseap agriculture and foresiry mipnisters, here.
Dr Mahathir said it was impossihle for De Ging to have contenl over
everything becanse he had 1o depend on feedback from the officials
eatrusted with specific rasks., —— wore
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On the transfer of DCA director-general Batuk Zalodin Sulong an the
order of the Cahiuvet, he said the transter did pot ijaynlve a reformation in
the DCA but was a normal transfer,

Asked to comment on news reports auoting Zalndin as having said that he
was the hest man to administer the DOA, D Mabathir said:

"There 1s a4 difference of anigion betwean him and the Cabinet, He
considers himself the hest nerson, the Cahivel thinks otherwise ... this is
notmal . Many penple sav Thpv are V“FV efficient bt others say othervise.
Tt is a matter of one's owp apigion.” .

On the views of shme peaple that the DA ditector-general shonld he a
narson with technical knowledyge, De Mahathir said that was nobt important.

He said the important thing was that the person heading the department
should genninely shgw an jnterest in administering it well. —— maore
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"At times we can have a professional, at times a nod-nrofessiopal with

s0mne knnwlpdgp of flighr procedures can also he the manager ™ he said,
He said the gaverovment had not decided who wonld replace VH‘Hd'n and
in a lighter veipn said that the govermment would. transfer ont the
director-geperal again until the vight candidate was found. j
He sard the hlgﬂect lesson learnt from the incidept was that officials

must. be efficient in waivtepance though ip this case the maiutepance of the
radar system was in the hands of the contractor.

"1 am disappointed that when the incident hannened, T was not informed.
Fnitially, it was said that the [ire was small, that it was a hush fire
when the airlipe companies are losing so waeh now. We must not make a big
incident emall M he i d e Reornamea
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