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Mahathir-Arqnm 
POLICE WILL QUESTION ASHAART IF HE RETIJRNS, SAYS -P?! 
bm ‘91, 0 7 
CENTING HIGHLANDS, Ang 28 (Eernomn) -- Al Arqnm lender Ashnari !+hnmmnd 

will be questioned by t.he po3.i ce if be returns t.o Malnysj a on whether he 
wants to continue or stop his devintionist t.eachings, Dntul; Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamnd sai d today. 
~-ins~tson~~clnirning he ha? A the vi.rtues of Cod and holds regul.;:r 
conversati ons wi th the Prophet<, we wi.l.l take action according to the 1;~s 
of the country,” the Pri.me Minister t.old reporters after vieving the 3rd 
Asean Show Jumping Compet.i tion at. the Awana Horse Ranch here. 

The Home Ministry declared A1 Arqnm unlawful on Fri.dny :lndcir the 
Societies Act 1966 hut the movement’s folloxers ny;pear;id to be c:ont.in;~ing 
with their activities. 

Dr Mahnthir said it wonld take more time to rehnbi1.i t.st.e A? Arqam 
followers as it was difficu1,t.t.o change a person’s religioxs belief. 

The government wonld continue to provide information on Ashnnri 's 
devi.ati.ons to his folJowers to make t-hem renlise their m i s t. 3 1; e n n C? r?.t.liTl 
to the true Islamic path,. he added. -- more 
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He said the government. woxld also .inform t.he i;l;A?ic or; t.he reaso;;:; for 

act_ing against the group so that they wonld not be confused by cert.nin , 
I peop 1 e . 

‘We don’t want people to think we are sn~prer.‘*’ n,71ng a missionary grol:I; 35 
there are already persons going to the ltnmpnngs t.o sax the .-.~~‘?r7r:=+. is . cJ\‘” . 4 IICISI 
preventing the spread of Islamic mi,ssionary work,” he said. 

He said the allegat.io:l was untrue hecnuse the government. only sought to 
curb the dcvi ntionist teachings of Ashnnrj . 

Meanwhi1.e in AI,OR &TAR, the police this mornj.ng nrrest.ed five Al Arqnm 
members trnvelling in a car which was 
items produced by the group’. 

beli.eved to c:or',tni.n pnmy;hlet:; and 
I 

The men, aged from 25 to 40 years, were detained at a roadbl ocl; nt A?or 
Janggus at about. ?Iam. 

Kotn ket.ar dis:.rict police chief Assistant Commissioner Eazari :‘;in:::; 
said the fi.ve were being held at the local police station; -- P,ernnma 
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