
It’s all a question of responsibility, says 

PM 
By Saifui 
Azhar Atrdullah ’ 

GI.XIIN. Th& --~ Datuk 
S3i Dr Ma!iathir hlohamad. 
c:;prcssin:: dissatisfaction 
izi:h security at the Kuala 
i,umpur International Air- 
port. said if peop!e assigned 
securit! duties do not do 
their job, robbers may some 
day ENX~ steal the aircraft. 

“If we arc rcsponsib!e, we 
not onI)- do our duties with- 
in the stipulated :;copc of 
duties but perform beyond 
that,” hc said when asked to 
cornmcnt on the RM12 mil- 
lion gold bar robbery at the 
airport cargo complex yek- 
terdav. 

He ‘said he w~u1t-l only be 
satisfied with the sectiritv 
measures at the airport i+f 
incidents such as the rob- 
berg did not recur. 

He said the airport man- 
agement system could be re- 
viewed ovc .lnnd over again 
but :f peq lc did not work f 
hard the& would hc no posi- 
tive effects 

“We must work h&d and 
bc more ri5ponsiblc. Rut 
the ctilturc of t!Us country is 
that melliocrity is rewarded. 
110 whatever M;I’ can do, not 
too hard. When some work a 
little bit harder, they say 
thcv :tri’ trying to butter 
up.” he said- 

I?r Mahathir had earher 
visIted Perwaja Steel Sdn 
Bhd’< nail-mak:nr slant, 

criticis s airport 
weighing a total of 303kg. 

This is the second inci- 
dent in fi)ur months where 
gold bars were stolen from 
the cargq complex. In mid- 
April, 25 &ld bars worth 
RhlRlX.riiS~ were reported 
mlssinp; after airport securi- 
ty personnel found one of 
the boxes in a consignment 
missing. 

011 Aug 21. a X-year-old 
boy from Padang Jawa, 
Klang, was caught by MAS 
security guards for trespass- 
ing at the MAS hangar near 
Terminal Two. 

He told julice that he had 
c!imbed a L:oe underneath 
OJlt Of thC wo overhead 
bridges wh. 711 link Termi- 
na: One and ‘he MAS cargo 
complex, befc J-1: walking to- 
wards the MAC hangar. 

When asked hy reporters 
for his views on the lax secu- 
rity at the airport which 
could hate led to tne rob- 
bery, the Prime hyinister 
said for the moment he 
would not say he was satis- 
fied with the security mea- 
sures at the airport 

“I will not tiarc say . if ! 
say I am satisfied ,. what if 
there is another robbery? I 
will be satisfied whtan there 
arp EO snore inridwts,” he 
said. 

When soJnc reporters 
asked whether the Go\-ern- 
mcnt u’cxld coxider using 
the army to iinpro\W securi- 
ty measures at the airport. 
Dr Mnhathir said: 

“It is a matter of responsi- 
hi!ity .., if we h;i?i- 21 give 
c\:erT;thln~ !o thti am?>. i\‘c 
might as well have JnJlJtary 
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Those given important duties 
must be responsible, says PM 
rule. But some militnry- 
ruled nations are unsuc- 
ce~sfll!.” 

br X&athir said the suc- 
cess of the management of 
the airport very much de- 
pended on the person in 
charge and added that he 
had numerous times 
stressed that it was impor- 
tant for those who were g-iv- 
en important duties to be 
responsible. 

Asked whether the weak 
selection of managers could 
have contributed to the poor 
managcJnerit’%Xiti Pipport, 
Dr Mahnthir‘said the Gov- 
ernment was aware o >the 
matter. 4, .‘* 4 ,&“.‘L ~ ” 

“There are people who are 
not good but were given pro- 
motions so that they no 
longer hold bigger responsi- 
bilities. This could be the 
cause for the erosion in 
quality. 

“There are those who are 
lazy to act against indisci- 
pline and this perpetuates 
the problem. 

“This happens most of thkc 
time. When the Govern- 
ment takes action against 
these people, there will be 
others who want to protect 
them,” he added. 

Dr Mahathir said the New 
ketitiel;ktion ScRem6 was 
introduced to promote capa- 
ble people as it would en 
sur.e that those who are not 

interested in carrying out 
their duties would not be 
promoted. 

However, Dr Mahathir 
said, the Government was 
being pressured to revert to 
the old system where lazy 
and inefficient people also 
get their annual increment 
and as a result they become 
“deadwood”. 

Asked to comment on the 
perception among some 
quarters that the Depart- 
ment of Civil Aviation direc- 
tor-general’s post was con- 
sidered a hot seat, Dr 
Mahathir said: 

“If we fear becoming the 
director-geaeral, we might 
as well &e up indepen- 
dence.” _____ . . . , . .,, r s., 
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