By Saiful
Azhar Abdullah

GURUN, Thurs. -- Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad,
fEhee dissatisfaction
with securitv at the Kuala
Lumpur International Air-
port. said if people assigned
security duties do not do
their job, robbers may some
day even steal the aireraft.

“If we are responsible, we
not only do cur duties with-
in the supu}ﬁt{,‘d SCOpe of
duties but perform beyond
that,” he said when asked to
comment on the RM12 mil-
lion gold bar robbery at the
airport cargo complex yes-
terday.

s caid he wonld onlv he

e $alg e wouia only be

satisfied with the security
measures at the airport if
incidents such as the rob-
bery did not recur.

He said the airport man-
agement system could be re-
viewed ovepand over again
but if pepple did not work
hard there would he no posi-

ard there would posi
tive effects .

“We must work hard and
he more ra-sp(msible. But
the culture of this country is
that mediocrity is rewarded.
Do whatever we can do, not
too hard. When some work a
little bit harder, they say
they are trying to butter
up.” he said.

Dr Mabhathir had earlier
visited Perwaja Steel Sdn
Bhd's nail-making plant,
the first series of down-
stream activities introduced
bv the company.

In the robbery, seven inen
impersonating pnh(ex nen
lh‘r\\ up 1\ © SeCur ll\ budxus
and ook away 12 gold bars

essing

weighing a total of 303kg.

This is the second inch

dent in four months where
gold bars were stolen from
the cargo, complex. In mid-
April, 23 ¢0ld bars worth
KMR18.817 were reported
missing after airport securi-
ty personnel found one of
the boxes in a consignment
missing. B

On Aug 21, a le-year-old
bov from Padang Jawa,
Klang, was caught by MAS
security guards for trespass-
ing at the MAS hangar near

Terminal Twao.
He told sulice that

He told uulice that he had
climbed 2 iree underneath
one of the +wo overhead
bridges wh.zh link Termi-
nal One and *he MAS cargo

()Inplex Ueu e V\rdu\ulg I.U'
wards the MAS hangar.

When askeqd hy reporters
for his views on the lax secu-
rity at the airport which
could have led to tne rob-
bery, the Prime Minister
said for the moment he
would not say he was satis-
fied with the security mea-
sures at the airport.

“T will not dare say ... if |
say I am satisfied ... what if
there is another robbery? 1
will be satisfied when there
are no more incidents,” he
said.

When some reporters
asked whether the Govern-
ment would consider using
the army to improve securi-
ty measures at the airport,
Dr Mahathir said:

“It is a matter of xec;pnnsi-
bhility ... if we have 1o give
evervthing to the army. we
might as well have military
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rule. But some military-
ruled nations are unsuc-

coeafinl
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Dr Mahathir said the suc-
cess of the management of
the airport very much de-
pended on the person in
charge and added that he
had numerous times
stressed that it was impor-

tant for those who were giv-
en important duties to be
responsible,

Asked whether the weak
selection of managers could
have contributed to the poor
management @F the airport,

Dr Mahathir-said the Gov-
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“There are people who are
not good but were given pro-
motions so that they no
longer hold blgger respon51-
UUILIES 1 [llb LUulu UE Lllb'
cause for the erosion in

]

“T ere are those who are
lazy to act against indisci-
pline and this perpetuates
the problem

“This happens most of the
time. When the Govern-
ment takes action against
these people, there will be
others who want to protect
them,” he added.

Dr Mahathlr said the New

Ramun
RBemuneration Scheme was

introduced to promote capa-

-

lVl

interested in carrying out
their duties would not be
promoted.

However Dr Mahathir
said, the Government was
being pressured to revert to
the old system where lazy
and inefficient people also
get their annual increment
and as a result they become
“deadwood”.

Aclrad
Asked to comment on the

perception among some
guarters that the Depart-

‘ment of Civil Aviation direc-

tor- general s post was con-

sidered a hot seat, Dr
Mahathir said:
“If we foar hecoming the
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director- general we might

ernmﬁent was aware ofithe ple people as it would en- as well give up indepen-
matter ‘w. .k slre that those who are not  dence.”
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