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let down 
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KLJALA LUMPUR. Fri. 
Malaysia does not have to 
prepare for war to safeguard 
its ueace but it cannot afford 
to Bllow its defence to be 
weakened to the point oth- 
ers stop respecting the 
country’s freedom, Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad said today. 

Dr Mahathir said the cost 
of maintaining the armed 
forces was so high that the 
nation could not have an 
adequate “standing army”. 

“This is why we are forced 
to depend on a reserve 
army. Although ex-scrvice- 
men have served the nation, 
we hope they will continue 
to contribute their services 
to the reserve force. 

“I believe their services 
will not be that demanding 
particularly for those who 
have undergone military 
training. Only a little time 
will be required for them to 
sharpen their defence pre- 
paredness. 

“If ex-servicemen are able 
to render their services, we 
will be able to provide the 
nation with an adequate de 
fence force without a high 
cost. I hope we can depend 
on the natriotism of our for- 
mer soldiers,” he said. 

He was speaking at the 
launch of the Ex-Service. 

Dr Mahathir said whik 
the countrv’s narticination 
with the U”N p’eace-keeping 
forces had enhanced its dig- 
nity, the experience gained 
was immensely beneficial 
for boosting the milit-rv’s 
efficiency in maintai ing 
peace. 1 

“At present, our forceS itre 
not only more efficient but 
have a broader outlook.” he 
added. 

The Prime Minister said 
from 1984 until last year, a 
total of 53,417 soldiers had 
C(Jm~~kted their service. 

Oti an average, hc> said, 
5.300 soldiers left the ser ;ice 
every year and the prolzlem 
es-servicemen faced was 
how to replace their source 
of income. 

“An ex-serviceman’s op- 
portunity to find employ- 
ment or undertake a busi- . . . 

men’s Affairs Corporation ness will depend on several 
(Perhebat) at the Ent.reprc-‘, factors such as experience 
neurs and Skills Institute at-. in militarv service. level of 

i Sungai Uuloh near her?. 
Dr Mahathir said social. 

education” and knowicdge, 
property for collateral, abili- 
ty to compete in the job 
ket and face changin, , cir- 
cumstances.” 

4 
nar- political and economic sta- 

bility could not be separated 
from external and internal 
security. 

“A countrv will be dc- 
stroyed comfiletely if’ it is 
not protected from internal 
and external security 
threats. Fortunately. we in 

/ 

Malaysia are not only able 
to safeguard our peace aad 
securitv but also able to 
take a< active international 
role through the United Na- 
tions peace-keeping pro- 
gTamme.” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said a sp&ial 
fund called Ex-Servicemen’s 
Fund has been established 
to help Perhebat with a 
launching grant of RM30 
million and an annual Jlo- 
cation of RM26 million. 

“Retirees in other ser- c.- 
vices have not been r;ivm 
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such help. It is hoped that 
the corporate sector will 
play its part in making a 
success of the attempts by 
ex-servicemen in seeking an 
alternative means of liveli- 
hood.” 

Dr Mahathir said the 
planned development of the 
employment potential of ex- 
servicemen was important 
as the nation strove to 
achieve developed nation 
status. 

In this context, Dr Ma- 
hathir said, Perhebat would 
be effective in providing 
training for former soldiers. 

“Focus should be given on 
the training of skills, man- 
agement expertise and most 
importantly,, the right work 
ethics. This is because 
working outside the mili- 
tary ,is very different from 
working in the service. 

“In the military, loyalty is 
to the Government through 
the officers who are its rep- 
resentatives while in the 
business world, allegiance 
is to customers.” 

Dr Mahathir said the kind 
of service extended to cus- 
tomers would determine the 
success or failure of ex-ser- 
vicemen and this had to be 

stressed in the training pro- 
vided by Perhebat. 

He added the Government 
always gave serious atten- 
tion to the welfare of ex- 
servicemen as they had giv- 
en a large part of their youth 
in defending the country. 

The newly corporatised 
Perhebat has been placed 
under the Armed Forces 
Fund Board so that it would 
provide entrepreneurial 
training and also enhance 
its corporate strength to cre- 
ate greater commercial op- 
portunities for ex-service- 
men. 

Dr Mahathir also wit- 

nessed the signing of memo- 
randa of understandin be- 
tween Perhebat an 8 13 
companies and institutions 
which would help provide 
training, employment and 
commercial opportunities 
either through the franchise 
system or sub-contracts to 
ex-servicemen 

Also present were De- 
fence Minister Datuk Seri 
Najib Tun Abdul Razak 
Armed Forces Chief Jen Tan 
Sri Borhan Ahmad and 
Armed Forces Fund Board 
chairman Jen (R) Tan Sri 
Mohd Ghazali Che Mat. 
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