
Another milestone 
for telecoms sector 
By Farush Khan and 
Joseph Bingkasan 
IXNAMF’AXG. Mon. Da- 
I uk Sri Dr Mnhathir Moha- 
mxl has tlesc~ribed the open- 
ing of thr RM21 million 
huildingof Ihe telephone ex- 
c,h;lnpc> h(~r~~ as another 
nnleitone in thfa country’s 
incwasingly sophisticated 
tc,l(~~onlnlunI~ntions indus- 

tr%~e Prirnr Minister be- 
licvc>s such a sophisticated 
S~S~C~III would also put Ma- 
laysia on the world map and 
c>sptidltc, its devcloptncnt. 

“With Malaysia entering 
thcl Information age, it will 
ht. ;\bl(, to keep up with the 
rapid df~v~~lopmcnt in the 
tc~l(~c~ommunic;ltions indus- 
try,” hcs said ;It the opcsning 
c~c~rc~mony. 

ll(, also touched on the 
:ld\,;lntagc, o! ljrivntising the 
tc~lcphone servic.cs. saying 
that it had brought greater 
l)(anf+‘lt to the> c,ountry and 
tt1rs pcV,plt~. 

decisions and implementa- 
tion of projects following 
the privatisation of the ser- 
vices, Malaysia has emerged 
as one of the countries with 
a sophisticated telecom- 
munications system. 

“We have not reached the 
peak, but I am confident a 
more sophisticated system 
will be introduced without 
delay.” 

He congratulated Tele- 
kom Malaysia for being able 
to become a giant conipany 
providing services not only 
in the country, but also ven- 
turing abroad. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
opening of the new station, 
providing 20,000 tele hone 
lines, was only the E egin- 
ning of greater development 
for Sabah. 

Telekom Malaysia execu- 
tive chairman Tan Sri Dr 
Mohd Rashdan Baba said 
apart from the underwater 
cable between Kuantan and 
Kota Kinabalu, Telekom 
Malaysia was also imple- 
menting two high-capacity 
domestic underwater cable 
systems linking the penin- 
sula wRh Sabah, Sarawak 
and Labuan. 

Both the systems using 
fibre optics and hailed as 

.&he most sophisticated in 
the world cost about RM780 
million will be operational 

by the end of next year. 
He said Telekom Malavsia 

had also allocated RMl.ibil- 
lion for telecommunications 
infrastructure development 
in Sabah for the next five 
years, RM600 million of 
which was for the rural ar- 
eas. 

Rashdan said the compa- 
ny would also extend its 
public telephone lines to the 
rural areas. At present, 
there are 2,000 public tele- 
phones in Sabah, 800 of 
which are in the rural areas. 

He said 2,000 kampungs 
had been identified for the 
installation of public tele- 
hones by 1998 costing about 
RM25 million. 

He said the construction 
of the telephone exchange 
building would increase the 
number of subscribers in 
Penampang, which has 
8,200 subscribers now. 

The telephone exchange 
is computerised with 20,000 
lines, complete with Inte- 
grated Services Digital Net- 
work (ISDN) Sabah’sfirst. I __ . . .‘. 

creased from 76,000 in lY87:“$ 

He saia tne numoer 01 

subscribers in Sabah had in- 

to 134,000 now. 
Officiating at the trround- 

- _^^__, 

Jalan Tuaran later,, Dr Ma- 
hathir said the project was 
proof of greater develop- 
ment in Sabah and the confi- 
dence of investors now 

He said it was also proof 
that the Government en- 
couraged development pro- 
jects in the State. 

Dr Mahathir said projects 
such as this would also en- 
able the local people to take 
part in business activities 
such as the supply of build- 
ing materials. 

He hopes the expertise of 
Chew Piau Berhad, which is 
undertaking the project, 
would be useful to provide 
skills to the local people to 
compete for contracts not 
only in the country but also 
abroad. 

However, he reminded 
those in the industry that 
there was no shortcut to 
success and that they 
should not resort to un- 
healthy practices such as 
cheating to make profits. 

tracts in the futue,” 

“It will be more profitable 

he 

if one carries out one’s activ- 

breaking c&emony-of the !_ said, adding that 1 
proposed RMlOO milliori~ope that Malay 
Kurnia Perdana housing struction industry could 
and commercial project in achieve greater heights. 
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