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KLJALA LUMPUR, Thurs. -- 
National unity and under- 
standing among the people 
have contributed towards 
the country’s peace and sta- 
bility and helped in efforts 
to strengthen economic 
growth,, Prime Minister Da- 
tuk Serl I)r Mahathir Moha- 
mad said todav 

He said that based on the 
economic performance in 
the first half of this year and 
the bright outlook for the 
coming months, the country 
was expected to see another 
outstanding year. 

“The country’s economy 
is estimated to achieve an 
X.5 per cent growth this 
year.” he said in his congrat- 
ulatory address and pledge 
of loyalty on behalf of the 
Government and the people 
at the installation ceremon 
of Tuanku Ja’afar Ibni 7 A - 
marhum Tuanku Abdul 
Rahman as the 10th Yang di- 
Pertuan Agong at Istana Ne- 
gara. 

The Prime Minister’s ad- 
dress covered a wide range 
of topics: from religion and 
racial harmony to interna- 
tional relations and South- 
South co-operation. 

On the whole, the country 
had continued to progress 
and the people lived in 
peace and prosperity, Dr 
Mahathir said, addinE that 
the emphasis given 16 nur- 
turing unity and under- 
standing among the com- 
munities would continue. ’ 

He said the people were” 
also aware of the impor- 
tance of nurturing racial 
harmony and national uni- 
ty. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
multi-racial and multi-reli- 
gious population was not 
only tolerant but also rhutu- 
ally respectful of one anoth- 
er. 

“We should indeed be 
proud of our success and 
achievements especially -in 
living together in peace, 
unity and harmony despite 
being of different races. reli- 
gions. cultures and having 
different traditions.” 

He said racial and reli- 
gious conflicts in other 
countries had made Malay- 
sians more aware of how 
imperative it was fqr them 
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to cwntinuc to liven in harmo- 
ny. 

I)r ?&rhathir also spoke on 

always be guided by fair- 
ness and justice. as required 
by Islam, to ensure that our 
holy religion is not tar- 
nished.” 

On trade activities. he 
said Malaysia would contin- 
UC to foster relations with 
its traditional partners and 
seek new markets in Latin 
America, Africa and Central 
Asia. 

I)r Mahathir said Malay- 
sia wx deeply committed to 
wxuring the succrss of the 

est trading nation. 
On international rela- 

tions, he said Malaysia 
would continue to nlav an 
active role, espwAl!. in 
strcngthrning bilateral ties 
and co-operatinn in various 
fields.. 

“We will strive to improve 
South-South relations,” he 
said, adding that the couw 
try would step up co-oper:r- 
tlon ivith other devclop~ng 
nations through the ‘l’whni- 
cal Co-oprration Prw 
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