Dr Mahathir: We cannot
have ‘trial by the media’

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. —
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
he did not agree with having
a “trial by the media”
which reports were carvic
until the people were intlu-
enced by them.

And he cited the case
American footballer O.J.
Simpson who was charged
with the murder of his ex-
wife and her boyfriend.

Dr Mahathir said the case
was reported widely until
the court (in the US) found it
difficult to find wuninflu-
enced juries for the case.

He said unfortunately in
Malaysia, the media was
also bent on becoming
judges.

“They 1eel they are re-
sponsible  to  correct  the
wrong situations in society.

“Therefore they treport
and make allegations and
give a lot of particulars on
various cases to the extent

we all get inftuenced and
make a conclusion that so
and 50 1s guilty or not. based
on Press reports,” Dr Ma-
hathir said.

He was responding to a
questicni by the forwmer di-
rector of the Institut Tekno-
logi Mara Datuk Nik Abdul
Rashid Nik Abdul Majid
during a dialogue after
opening the sewminar on the
law of evidence and court
procedures grganised by the
Malaysian Institute of Is-
lamic Understanding (Ikim)
here.

Nik Abdul Rashid had
asked whether the govern-
ment planned to stop the
existence of the “mahka-
mah akhkbar’ and “mahka-
mah parti” which he said
were fanning issues before
they were investigated by
the police.

Dr Mahathir said the
Press was also influenced
with makiag profits and in

the quest to ensure high
sales, the factors of justice
became small matter.

“When we set aside the
elements of justice and pay
attention to other matters
such as the sales of newspa-
pers, definitely those who
become victims or targets
will face unfair pressure.”

On the actions of “mahka-
mah parti” against the
mernbers, Dr Mahathir said
that such acticns were gov-
erned by the party constitu-
tion.

“Anyone who causes
problems to the party by
exposing himself to allega-
tions has already commit-
ted an offence as far as the
party is concerned.”

Dr Mahathir said a party
leader “should be whiter
than white” and be trans-
parent

“He may feel what he does
is not wrong, but with his
action he has exposed him-
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self to allegations which,
though may not be true, will
tarnish the party image.”

He also agreed to a sug-
gestion by another partici-
pant that there was seem-
ingly a power struggle
between the civil and the
syariah court, especially in
cases  involving non-Mus-
lims who were not charged
in the syariah court.

Dr Mahathir said the mat-
ter still could not be settled
and it was because of this
that the Federal Govern-
ment had rejected the hu-
dud laws of the Kelantan
Governinent.

At the function, he also
launched four books com-
prising articles by Ikim offi-
cials in the newspapers,
namely Islam Penyelesaian
Permasalahan Zaman Mo-
den, Penjelasan Isu Semasa,
Istum dan Cabaran Era
Bara and Quest For xcel-
lence.
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