
Dr Mahathir: We cannot 
have ‘trial bv the media’ 
KbAL.4 LUMPC;II, Firi. -- 
Prime hlmister Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahtithir Mohamad said 
he did not agiee \Vlth haV;ng 
a “trial by the media” by 
whlc h reports wert cu. ;;;_d 
until the people were inrlu- 
cJnc.ed l.13 fhcrn 

Ahd he cited thi- ;XF of 
American footballer O.J. 
Smpson who was chx&:d 
hith the murder of his ex- 
wfe and her boyfriend 

Dr Mahathir said the exe 
was reported widely Lntil 
the court (in the US) fowd it 
diffxult to find umnflu- 
cnced juries for the cast. 

He said unfortunately in 
Malaysia. the media &as 
also bent on becoming 
judges. 

“They ieel they are re- 
spixisible to CCIl’rC+Ct the 
wrsng situations in society. 

“Therefore they re,xIt 
and make allegations -and 
give a lot of particulars on 
various cdses to the exient 

J 

Hc ivas raspcmdmg to a 

qutsuw by the fortner dl- 
rectal oi the lnstitut ‘I ekno- 
logi Mx, Datuk Nlk Abdul 
R&hid Nlk Abdul Majid 
during a dialogue aft&r 
opting the semimr MI the 
law of i’; I~~ILCC and court 
pwce~~t~xs urgCillised by the 
Malays~un Institute of Is- 
!;a:” Understanding (Ikim) 

> 1 
Nik Abdul Kashid had 

asked whether the govern- 
ment planued to stop the 
existence of the “mah/~n- 
tmh akhbul-” and “rnuhka- 
muh parti” which he said 
were faliliirig iSSUeS before 
they werr- in~cstigattxl bv 
thepoliz 

Dr Mahathir said tht 

“When we set aside the 
elexients of justice and pay 
attention tu other matters 
such a$ the sales of nexspa- 
pcrs, definitely those whu 
become victin;s i~r tdi’gCtS 

will fai,t uiifair I;LCS32it!.” 

On the ‘tctions of “mahkrz- 
xuh puTti“ againat the 
mei:,bers, I)r Mahathir said 
that such acticns iveie g:ov~ 
L’I ned by the party cunstitu- 
tion. 

“Anyone who causes 
problems to the party b> 
exposing himself to allega- 
tions has already comrnit- 
ted an offence as far as the 
part)- is cvnctrned. ” 

Dr Mahnthir said d part\ 
leader “should be white2 
than white” and bc trans- 
~xcnt 

He also agreed to a sum:- 
gestioil by another particl- 
pant that there was seem- 
ingly a puwer struggle 
bet\vwn the civil and the 

in the syariah court. 
Dr M;4~athir said the mat- 

ter still could not be settled 
and it was hccauw of this 
that the Federal Govcrn- 
rnent had wiectcd the hu- 
dud law:, of‘ the Kclantan 

, -. 
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