By Farush Khan

KLANG, Fri. -— The Govern-
ment’s privatisation exer-
cise benefits not only those
who get the projects but all
parties, Prime Minister Da-
tuk Ser? Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad said tonight.

He said through privatisa-
tion, consumers would nor-
mally get better service,
workers get higher pay and
opportunities, entrepre-
neurs make profits and the
Government could cut its
expenses and collect tax.

“With this revenue. the

Government does not have
to increase taxes to obtain
its allocations for admninis-
trative expenditure, but in-
stead can increase the civil
servants’ income through
wage mcrease or bonus pay-
ment,” he said.

Dr Mahathir was launch-

- ing the computerised vehi-

cle inspection centre of the
Pusat Pemeriksaan Kende’
raan Berkomputer Sdn Bhd
(Puspakom) at Padang Jawa
here. Puspakom is a subsid-
iary of Diversified Re-
sources Bhd (DRB).

Dr Mahathir said no one
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could deny the fact that pri-
vatisation had succeeded in
expediting the provision of
infrastructural facilities
and helping the country's
economic growth.

“If we were to wait-until
the Government saves
enough money before meet-
ing the requirements for in-
frastructures. investment
and economic development.
our efforts will certainly be
hampered and the people
will lose,” he said.

The Prime Minister also
referred to certain quarters

who had criticised the pr1
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ciency and were not out to
make quick gains.

“Furthermore, most of
these companies are trust-
ees for Malays and Bumipu-
teras,” he said.

He assured the people
that opportunities were al-
ways open to those who
could prove their capability
and sincerity.

Dr Mahathir congratulat-
ed DRB for taking over the
inspection of commercial
vehicles from the Road

- Transport Department.

He believed that with the

! privatisation of the service,

the inspection of commer-
cial vehicles could be done
more efficiently and speedi-

He said DRB was not only
responsible to the communi-
ty, but also to other Bumi-
puteras.

vatisation efforts claiming
that it would be detrimental
to Bumiputeras.

He said this was not true
as there were no major
Bumiputera companies
which did not gain greatly
from privatisation.

“Even small Bumiputera
companies and individuals
cannot claim they do not get
any benefit from privatisa-
tion,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said what
was regrettable was that
there were Bumiputera en-
trepreneurs who applied for
pm amed prOJects but later

gave them to non-Bumipu-
teras.

Their action not only ne-
gated efforts to restructure
society, but also tarnished
the good image of Bumipu-
teras.

This behaviour of a frac-
tion of them has resulted in
other Bumiputera entrepre-
neurs and Bumiputeras as a
whole to become victims.
They will not be trusted and
treated well either by the
Government, the banks or
other authorities dealing
with Bumiputeras.

Dr Mahathir reminded

the people not to blame the
Government each time a
programme to help Bumipu-
teras failed.

“Thev must also think of
the actions of certain people
who are out for quick gains
without regard for their
own race,” he said.

He said that if it appeared
that only specific compa-
nies were getting privatised
projects from the Govern-
ment, it was only because
they had proven their effi-
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quality Bumi participation

“The service quality giv-
en by DRB in vehicle inspec-
tion can help improve the
quality of life of the people
and protect them from road
accidents.

“DRB’s success not only
convinced the Government,
investors and the people of
the capability of Bumipute-
ra companies, but also re-
deemed the dignity of Bumi-
putera traders and
entrepreneurs,” he said.

He said the National De-
velopment Policy was
aimed at getting quality
Bumiputera participation
and not quantity as was the

_case in the New Economic
Policy.

He said the number and
level of Bumiputera partici-
pation could diminish if left
in the hands of inefficient
Bumiputeras who were im-
patient to become rich.

“But quality participation

by efficient Bumiputeras
will perhaps increase the
guantity permanenth in
their hands,” he said.

He hoped the balance of
development between Bu-
miputeras and non-Bumipu-
teras would help develop
the country towards achiev-
ing the Vision 2020 objec-
tives.

Dr Mahathir also touched
on the need to preserve
clean environment, saying
that development, progress
and facilities would become
meaningless if the people
were exposed to pollution.

He said pollution and acci-
dents were not because of
vehicles, but the lack of re-
sponsibility among the us-
ers,

He said the people should
therefore realise that the
Government imposed rules
and regulations on vchicle
maintenance not because it

wanted to burden them, but
for their own safety.

Dr Mahathir reminded
the parties which were giv-

en the job to inspect the °

vehicles not to just think of
the profit, but also their re-
sponsibility to check effi-
ciently in the interest of the
road users.

“If inspection is not done
efficiently for what ever rea-
son, we will revoke their
licence,” he said.

He also warned that stern

action would be taken!
against those whose vehi-:

cles passed inspections for
whatever reasons, though
they did not deserve it.

Also present were Selang-
or Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Muhammad Muhammad
Taib. Transport Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Sik and Public Enterprises
Minister Datuk Dr Yusof
Nor.
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