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XYEK HITAM (KED,\II,. 
Sun. Malaysia will with 
draw its peacekeeping 
troops from Somalia by the 
end of the year. Prime hlin- 
irter Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 

pulled out their troops. 
“This resulted in up to 

500.000 Rwandan people be- 
ing killed we are not hap- 
py with such actions,” he 
said. 

hathir Mohamad said today. 
He said the Government 

had decided to do so because 
the c‘ontrngent was not 
achieving anything there, 
adding that hlalaysia felt 
that its troops were not ef- 
fective as other forces v-ere 
being withdrawn. 

He said the United Na- 
tions should stop giving 
false promises of upholding 
human rights when they 
had failed to do so in the 
past. 
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reporters. v-ho hat! asked 
Five Rlala\-sians soldiers “This was our mission 

him for comments 0t1 Ma- 
have been killed and more however. it looks hke we 

la!xian troops in Somalia. 
than a dozen \vounded since can’t help them.” he said. 

Malaysia hai ~66 troops, 
Malab \]a despatched troops Dr Mahathir said the 

serving under the Unit& 
to Somalia in July last year. United Nations had also 

Sations Operation in soma- 
The Prime Minister. failed to be firm in its stand 

ha cUtiosorn II) including 
aikcd if thf~ Govenment’s when dealing with the de- 

the seventh Battalion Koyal 
decision contradicted its ini- ployment of troops in war- 

?vIalay Regiment (Mcchan- 
tial stand to heip the people torn countries. 

ised) \zhich assumed the 
of Somalia. said: “Whenever there are sol- 

role of Malbatt III from Jul) 
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this year. It is led by Rol 
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Rosh Yusof. 
countries but also otl-,crs. as cvas the case in Rwanda. 

“The situation in Somalia When the war started they 

UN, major powers info ed of withdrawal plan 1 

“We can’t be there to clo 
xork which requires a great 
number of aeoolc .._ we are 
just a smali group.:’ he told 
reporters after visiting the 

Asked if the decision to 
withdraw the troops had 
been forwarded to the UN, 
the Prime Minister said Ma- 
laysia had made its inten- 
tions and views known on 
many occasions. 

“I have written letters to 
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the UN secretary-general 
(Bbutros Boutros-Ghali), to 
all relevant heads of Guv- 
ernments, the Prime Minis. 
ters of Britain and France 
and also to President (Bill) 
Clinton. 

Pullout from Somalia bv end of year 

/ “The only hope is that 
’ ,%President Clinton has been 

much more receptive the 
British and the French are 
totally against putting their 
troops at risk at all. 

“This is something which 
we do not mind they don’t 
want to put their troops at 
risk but at the same time 
they put the Bosni‘ans at 
risk by not giving them 
arms to defend themselves.” 
he added. 

Asked if the withdraii-,tr 
would be done in stages he 
Prime Minister saiii the 
matter would be orc:anised 
by the Defence Ministry. 

In Janux:; this year, Jcn 
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Malbatt I joinf4 troops 
from 28 other countries 
which made up the I ~r~usom 
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July 1993. 
Kpl Mat Azttat~ Anruig 

was ki!led in a battle he- 
tween UN fnrces anti Somali 
rebels at Bakara Market m 
the Somalia capital of Moga- 
dlshu on Ott 4, Iast b-ear 
when his armoured pwson 
nel carrier, with nine col- 
!eagues. on a rescue mission 
to save American soldiers 
were attacked by militia- 
men. 

On JuIy 19. this year. 
S Sjn Axnan Mohd ‘I’nhir ot 
the 21st Specml Forces 
Gmup md Kp! Gani a, k Rin- 
joi of the 6th Rattalion Koy- 
a! Ranters Regiment were 
‘killed &hen a three-vehicle 
UN COriVOy they were cs- 
cortilg, C~IIIC under ambush 
in hlogadishu. 

Two cjther soldiers, Sjn 
Zaidi Hanafiah and LjKpI 
Ahmed Abdul Rahtnan, 
were iniured m the attack 
on the convoy which was on 
an intelligence gathering 
mission. 

On Cct l:i, Kg1 Abdul Ka- 
dir Hakir. JO. tnxn Sarawah. 
was killed when his APC 
which ~a:.. esLxting a UN 
logist~:s convoy hit a crater 
in the road during heavy 
rain before turning turtle 
and !anding on him in south 
Mogadishu. 

Another soldier, Prehrt 
ALhar Hashim, in the vehi- 

cle was slightly injured, 
On Ott 23, trooper Azehar 

Shuib. 25, was killed when 
the APC he was in over- 
turned outside Mogadishu. 
4nother soldier,, Kpl Razak 
Aiias. 31, was injured in the 
incident. 

The United States and Eu- 
ropean forces pulled out of 
Somalia by March 31 this 
year. 

Meanwhile, Rosli con- 
firmed that the situation in 
Somalia was still critical. 

He said in a telephone in- 
terview from Mogadishu 
that in the pastiy$months, 
tilt! “L hik-;iii; 
clashed a few t&%*&h% 
heed to the presence of the 
United Nations troops. 

“There is still no consen- 
sus between the disputants 
but efforts are being made 
by the UN and others to 
enforce a ceasefire,” he said. 
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