
Dr M yet 
to decide 
on Hamid’s 
request 
to quit 
By S. Jayakrishnan 

KOALA LLJMPUR, Thurs. ~~ 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 
he had not made a decision 
on Perlis Menteri Besar Tan 
Sri I)r Abdul Hamid Pawan- 
teh’s request to resign from 
his post. 

He said he was still con- 
sidering it but added that he 
admired I)r Hamid’s gesture 
of not wanting to be Menteri 
Besar for life. 

Dr Mahathir was speak- 
ing to reporters after 
launching the Tunku Abdul 
Rahman Memorial in Jalan 
Datuk Onn here today. 

“I am still considering his 
request and have not made 
a final decision on it yet.” 

Asked whether Dr Hamid 
had given any reason for 
wanting to quit his post at 
the end of the current term, 
Dr Mahathir said the Men- 
teri Besar believed that he 
had contributed what he 
could and that it was better 
for someone else to take 
over the job. 

“1 admire his. attitude 
very much, especially his 
intention of not wanting to 
be Menteri Besar for life.” 

Dr Hamid had asked Dr 
Mahathir’s permisslon to 
step down after the coming 
general election, adding 
that his decision was final. 

Yesterday, Dr Hamid said 
he would face “a very diffi- 
cult d~ltmrna” if his request 
WEIS rejected. 

He did not say what his’, 
plans were beyond dropping 
hints that the post of Men- 
teri Ursar would restrict his 
movement should he ven- 
ture into other fields, partic- 
ularly the private sector. 

Asked whether other po- 
litical leaders had made 
similar requests to him, Dr 
Mahathir said several of 
them had indicated their 

’ wiilingness to stop down if 
h(J wished them to do so. 

I)r Mahathir said these 
leaders indicated that they 
were prepared to do so with- 
out c,ausing problems. How- 
ever. he did not elaborate. 

Asked to comment on the 
move by a British pressure 
group to get a court to rule 
as illegal R loan from Britain 
for the Pergnu dam project. 
I)r Mahathir said the Gov- 
ernment would pursue the 
matter if the court ruled SO. 

He said that as far as Ma- 
laysia was concerned, the 
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project was given to British 
rontractors on the strength 
of the loan. 

If they could not fulfil 
their 5ide of the deal. he 
haid, th(an they had commit- 
ted a Imach of trust. 

“We will take action 
through our courts if they 
do not give us the loan. They 
entered into an agreement 
with us and therefore they 
must pay, whether it’s legal 
or otherwise.” 

He said the British compa- 
nies were only awarded the 
project as they offered a 
lo:ln with a very low inter- 
est rate. 

The World Development 
Movement (WDi$ a British 

If there had not been such 
an offer. he said, the Gov- 
ernmt>nt would have award- 
~1 the project to other com- 
panies. 

forms part of its Overseas 
Development Administra- 
tion programme. 

The WL)M claimed that 
the “aid” for the dam project 
br’l>aclled the 1980 Overseas 
Development illld Co-opera- 
tion Act which rmuowcrs 
the Foreign Sccre&y to 
authorise projects only “for 

. the purpose of promoting 
the development or main 
taining the ‘economy of a 
count;? or territory outside 
the Unjted Kingdom. or the 
welfare of its people”. 

Asked whether he would 
meet US President Bill Clin- 
ton when they attend next 

He added that since Chn- 

week’s meeting of the Asin 
Pacific Economic Co-opera- 

ton yould be vet-y pus> dur- 

tion (Apcc) in Bogor. near 
Jakarta, IIr Mahathir said 
he had sought a meeting 
with him. 

pressure group for overseas ing rne summir. 11 w3x noI 
aid, is challenging the legal- yet certain whether their 
ity of the British Govern- meeting would take piace. 
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