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PEKAN, Sai. — Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad to-
day wclcomed the US deci-
sion to sicp enforcing the
ards, “‘:abargo against the

s1bk w1thd1a\al ot tho
forces.
The & iizae Minister said

ve war timely and

apy :d 2 be in line with
the i of human rights
Spo b‘ US President

oo the US decl-
sioli. What is the point of
denying the Besnians arns
supplies with which they
can defend cheinselves?
What wi  aie  concerned

about is the possible with-
drawal of Nato forces from
Bosnia-Herzegovina. If that
were to happen, we will be
left all alone to defend our-
selves.”

Dr Mahathir said this at a
Press conference after he of-
ficially opciied the Usaha-
sama Proton-DRB Sdn Bhd
(USPD) production facility
at the Automotive Manufac-
turers Malaysia Assembly
Plant here.

He was comineliting on a
report today that the Clin-
ton administration had bro-
ken with its European allies
and directed the US military
tc stop enforcing the arms
cmbargu beginning today.

Responding tu a question,
Dr Mahathir said he was not
guesticuang  Clinin's s
cerity over the imove but
that it was in accordance

with Malaysia’s position on
Bosnia.

Dr Mahathir said: “I am not
questioning Clinton’s sincer-
ity. We cannot ascertam what
is in someone’s heart. What
his intentions are we don’t
know. What we know is that
his actions are consistent
with our stand and we appre-
ciate the gesture.”

Dr Mahathir said he had
been told that Unprofor (the
United Nations Proteetion
Force) had so far® only
watched as the Serbs killed
the Bosnians and retreated in
the face of Serbian aggres-
sion.

“Unprofor merely watches
Serbs Kkilling the Bosnians
and they just retreat from the
area. So what is the point. L~t
the Bosnians have their ¢ -n
arms to defend themselves.

“It is not for them to use the
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weapons against others but
merely to defend themselves.
To me this is not just. Many
are not prepared to defend
them...on top of that, we don't
allow them (the Bosnians) to
defend themselves. It's as if
we are allowing others to per-
form murders in front of our
own eyes. It’s all hypocrisy

Dr Mahathir also said that
Malbatt forces would cdn-
tinue to remain in Bosnia as
long as their services were
required by Unprofor.

“What we are concerned
about is that Nato forces
will withdraw from Bosnia
to save themselves and we
will be left behind. At the
same time, we will need
weapons to defend our-
selves. So far, we have been
told that we will not need
heavy weapons.”
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