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PENANG, Sun. - In a 
speech described as compel- 
ling and persuasive, Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
today called for a new inter- 
national mindset and cru- 
sade to establish a single 
global commonwealth 
founded on the principle of 
co-operative prosperity. 

The Prime Minister also 
called for a new world order 
securely grounded not only 
in the idea of common $os- 
perity but also in mutual 
understanding and mutual 
regard. 

He also urged everyone to 
“welcome, engage, persuade 
and drag the entire world 
into the making of the fu- 
ture prosperity of East 
Asia” as this will be good 
not just for East Asia but for 
the whole world. 

Dr Mahathir made the call 
in his keynote address at the 
Pacific Dialogue jointly or- 
ganised by the Washington- 
based Asia Pacific Policy 
Centre, Institute of Policy 
Research and Institute of 
Strategic and International 
Studies (Isis) at the Penang 
Mutiara Beach Resort here. 
(Full text on Page 14.) 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim 
led the Malaysian delega- 
tion to the dialogue. Penang 
Chief Minister Dr Koh Tsu 
Koon and Youth and Sports 
Minister Abdul Ghani Oth- 
man were also present at 
the opening. 

Others present included 
Singapore Minister for In- 
formation and the Arts 
George Yeo; Philippines Na- 
tional Security Council Sec- 
retary-General Jose T. Al- 
monte and former Japanese 
International Trade and In- 
dustry Minister Eiichi Na- 
kao. Also present were six 
United States senators led 
pondSenator Christopher 

The Prime Minister said 
the world community had 
been presented an opportu- 
nity to build a single global 
economic system following 
the end of the Cold War 

Dr Mahathir said: “Given 
time and with the forces of 
globalism, this is in fact in- 
evitable. 

“What farsighted and en- 
lightened leadership should 
ensure is that there is a sin- 
gle global economic system 
as soon as possible. We need 
to ensure as much pros eri- 
ty for everyone as posse .B le. 

“We need to ensure that 
we create a prosperous glob- 
al commonwealth,” he add- 
ed. 

The Prime Minister said 
many were extremely wor- 
ried about the increasing at- 
traction of beggar-thy- 
neighbour attitude that 
there were regions that 
were so internally pre-occu- 
pied and too busy to see 
others running fast and 
past. 

“There are regions in dan- 
ger of turning inward. 
There are dangers of in- 
ward-looking 
blocs,” 

trading 
he said, stressing 

that he did not condemn re- 

gionalism. 
Dr Mahathir said after a 

quarter century, the Asean 
community was all too 
aware of the remarkable 
payoffs and equally remark- 
able indirect consequences 
of the entire Asean experi- 
ence. 

He emphasised that so 
long as there was the com- 
mitment to open regional- 
ism and the opening of the 
regions was adhered to, ev- 
ery region had the right to 
organise itself and to co-op- 
erate among themselves. 

“Indeed, if there is this 
commitment to open region- 
alism and this attempt to 
open regions, regional 
states do have a duty to co- 
operate and thus contribute 
to open globalism.” 

He said in the 1930s the 
beggar-thy-neighbour poli- 
cy ran rampant while the 
prosper-thy-friend and beg- 
gar-thy-foe policies held 
sway in the Cold War. 

“It is time for all of us to 
adopt prosper-thy-neigh- 
bour policies. This is what 
we in Asean are trying to do 
with the wider Southeast 
Asia. We are working very 
hard at it.” 

- _ 

The Prime Minister asked 
the participants to imagine 
the consequences ifprosper- 
thy-neighbour policies and 
ideology of co-operative 
prosperity were to run ram- 
pant. 

“The 20th century will be 
mankind’s most bountiful, 
greatest century,” he said. 
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A secure peace but the way ahead is still long, says Dr M 
0 FRQM PAGE ONE said. 

As for Malaysia, Dr Ma- He said Malaysia, howev- 
He added that as an hathir said: ye are a de_ 

Asian, he was very 
K 

roud of 
er, could not have made it 

mocracy, giggles and cyni_ without peace, political sta- 
the achievements t at East 
Asia had been able to realise cal smiles notwithstanding. ;;I and a secure rule of 

in recent times. This multi-ethnic and muld 
“We have a peace that is religious country, with all The Prime Minister said: 

more secure than at any its difficulties and chal- “Nor could we have made it 
time in the last century and if we are as corrupt as we 
a half. Nevertheless there is 

lenges, could not have made 
it without a healthy and sus- are reported to be. Corrupt 

a long distance to go,” he tainabledemocracv.” countries do not achieve 

eight per cent growth and people have been willing to 
political stability. I will say shed their blood in the 
nothing of the record in the strug le for their peace and 
countries of the erstwhile their uture. f 
critics. “The people have been 

“The Government can willing to toil and sweat to 
take some of the credit. But build this nation. What Ma- 
let me say that this country laysia is today is largely the 
could not have achieved result of the genius, the grit 
what we have achieved if and the sweat of the Malay- 
not for the fact that our Sian people.” 
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