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PI!& No attempt‘made 
to exonerate Rahim 
PRlMV Minister Datuk Seri 
Dr Mnhathir Mohamad said 
todav there was no attempt 
within the Government to 
exonrratc;’ former Malacca 
C’hic,f hlmister Tan Sri Ab- 
dul liahim Tamby Chik 
from ;\llugations that he had 
sexual relations with an un- 
deraged gn-I. 

He also hinted that it was 
unlikely that Rahitn would 
he brought back to active 
politirs because Umno lead- 
ers must bc “clean and seen 
to be clean”. 

I)r Mahathir said he was 
disappointed that even 
some I’mno members had 
voiced suspicion about an 
allrgtld pact to clear Rahitn 

of the allegations. 
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at the end of the day’s Umno 
general assembly proceed- 
ings at the Putra World 
Trade Centre here. 

Dr Mahathir was asked to 
comment on the controver- 
sy over Rahim’s alleged in- 
volvement with a E-year- 
old girl from Malacca 
recently. 

The issue led Rahim, who 
was also Umno Youth chief, 
to resign from all govern- 
ment and political posts. 

Attorney-General Datuk 
Mohtar Abdullah, however, 
cleared Rahim on Ott 21 

saying there was not 
enough evidence to charge 
him in court. 

Dr Mahathir reaffirmed 
his stand that the law 
should be upheld. 

“If we do not want to be- 
lieve in the Attorney-Gener- 
al, whom we have trusted 
previously, then it is a prob- 
lem. If we choose to believe 
in the Attorney-General 
only when his decision is in 
our interest, then he is not 
an A-G,” he added. 

Asked whether there was 
any chance that Rahim 
would be allowed to make a 
political comeback, Dr Ma- 
hathir said Umno sub- 
scribed to the belief that its 

leaders must not only be 
clean but be seen to be 
clean. 

Rahim has done some- 
thing which has exposed 
himself to accusations. 

“This is what the party 
feels. If the party changes 
its stand tomorrow, then 1 
cannot say anything.” 

Asked whether this clear- 
ly roved to be the end of 
Ra I!. lm’s political career and 
whether this episode served 
as a warning t? other Umno 
Ea~c$rs, the Prime Minister 

“I wish to remind mem- 
bers that we should not do 
something which exposes 
ourselves to aspersions that 

we are involved in un- 
healthy activities.” 

Dr Mahathir was also 
asked to elaborate on his 
speech which touched on re- 
tired politicians, particular- 
ly former Umno leaders, 
who chose to distance them- 
selves from the party. 

He said it was not proper 
for such leaders to be elder 
statesmen who turned 
against the party which had 
brought them success. 

“When I retire, I will not 
become an elder statesman 
who goes against Umno. I 
will continue to give m 
g\gci$f, if i$iyu;;e$$ 

quiet.” 
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