PM: There is a
Brutus in everyone

UMNO president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad yes-
terday ended speculation on
the “Who was Brutus?” pos-
er, somthing he raised in his
opening address at the par-
ty’s general assembly on
Friday.

“There is a Brutus in ev-
eryone of us .... all of us here
have a Brutus in our hearts.
That is the desire to do
something, giving a good ex-
cuse for doing someting
bad.

“Brutus is lust,” he said in
his winding-up speech that
ended the four-day assem-

ly.

Dr Mahathir said there
were two sides, to human
beings — one éntrolled by
the mind, and the other by
lust.

He said he raised the story
of the murder'gfdulius Cae-
sar by his own adopted son,
so that “we do not use a
p;arson like him as an exam-
ple”.
“If we want to do good,
then we do it. But if we want
to do bad, we should not
give a good excuse for it,” Dr
Mahathir said.

He said if this trait of Bru-

tus could be eliminated,
Umno would be a more
peaceful party where there
would be no attempt “to re-
pay good deeds with bad”.

Umno members, he said,
would be the ones to lose if
they had this trait in them.

Dr Mahathir recalled that
he had helped and “support-
ed someone in the past” to
gain position. But that very
same person attempted to
take over his place.

“We must practise noble
values ... what is in Brutus
is not noble.”

Dr Mahathir said that
Umno wanted unity so that
a Malay and Bumiputera
race4ould emerge:to succes-
fully "avercome whiatever
problems it faced. =

This, he stressed was a
reminder to all Umfio mem-
bers, not:.just “délegates,
wherever they may be.

Later, asked at a Press
conference on this, he said
he merely wanted to give
the delegates and members
a reminder about the forces
within them.

“Sometimes desire wins,
sometimes the noble values
within us win,” he said.
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