Give full
support to

Sakaran’s

successor,
says Dr M

KOTAKINABALU, Fri.—
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad to-
day called on all Barisan
Nasional component parties
in Sabah to support whoev-
er is ap;s)ointed to replace
Tan.Sri Sakaran Dandai as
{ Chief Minister.
Stressing that changes in
the leadership was normal,
! he expressed hope that all
i levels of the State Govern-
i ment will give their full sup-
?ort to the new Chief Minis-
er.

“If we continue to scram-
ble for position and are un-
willing to co-operate it is the
State which will stand to
lose,” he said at a dinner in
his honour hosted by the
State Government here to-

niﬁht.

rgin% the people of Sa-
bah to be patient, Dr Ma-
hathir said the name of the
new Sabah Chief Minister
would be announced soon.

Among those tipped to be
appointed to the post are
Deputy Chief Minister and
Finance Minister Datuk Sal-
leh Tun Said and Minister of
Land and Co-operative De-
velopment Datuk Osu Su-
kam.

Sakaran, who had on nu-
merous occasions expressed
his intention to quit, is ex-

ected to be appointed as
abah’s Yang di-Pertua Ne-
eri succeeding Tun Mo-
amed Said Keruak whose
two-year term expires on
Dec 31.

The Prime Minister, on
his arrival here on Wednes-
day for a four-day private
visit, said he has accepted
Sakaran’s decision to re-

sign.
?1163 said Sabah was poised
to experience rapid develop

|yent- following the forpea-

.Hon of the State BN goyérn-
ment,
Co-operation between the
State and Federal govern-
ments had been further en-
hanced now that Sabah was
under a BN government, he
said, adding that this will

. bring about great benefits to

the people'in Sabah.

He said the private sector
had shown great enthusi-
asm to invest in Sabah, an
indication of better things

i to come for the State.

He also said Sabah’s eco-
nomic growth was set to im-
rove and contribute to Ma-
aysia’'s overall economic
performance, . .. .
Dr Mahathir said the slow
economic growth in Sabah
for past several years -had
affected the overall econom-
ic performance of the coun-
try.
The tourism industry was

‘ oge area which could bring
a

out substantial revenue
to Sabah.

He said many Ma-
laysians spent their holi-
days overseas annually
which resulted in massive
exchange loss. With rapid
tourism development they
would prefer to spent their
vacation within the coun-

try.

He hoped that with the
construction of more hotels
the numbers of tourists to
Sabah will increase signifi-
cantly.

He said all segments of
the community, from taxi
drivers to hoteliers, must
work hand in hand to pro-
mote Sabah as a successful
tourist destination.
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