
PM: Stability 
is vital key 
to progress 
By Syed Nadzri 
and Azeman Said 
KUALA ILJMPUR. Tues. 
I)atuk Scri IIr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad today once again UI~- 
derlined the importance of 
national stability. saying 
that this was the key to the 
country’s clconomic pro- 
gress achieved so far. 

The Prime Minister said 
Mala sians 
fore ecus their energies on i 

shoultl thcrcl- 

creating stabilitv for the 
countryto achiev;: progress 

“We must fo:;tor nobkb val- 
ues which contribute to 
peace and development of 
the country,” I)r Mahathil 
said when launching thcl 
Rurli dnn ,Jusa (Good Deeds 
and Servicc>s) campaign at 
Angkasapuri here. 

The (avent was part of a 
seven-hour programme for 
the Prime Mmistcr during 
his visit to the Information 
Ministry complex. 

Dr Mahathir pointed out’ 
that some cotintrlcs had 
failed to achieve dcvelou- 
mcnt because of wars arid 
quarrels which caused cha- 
os in their communities. 

These countries might br 
goveriled hy clever ;I 1 cffi- 

3 cient lcadws but un urt u- 
nately some of them had 
failt~d to fullv tzrahn thr irn 

gr(‘sh, he said 
On the II&i &I,/ ,Jmcr 

campaign. he said it was to 
show the people’s gratitude 
for the sorvic~es of past lead- 
(‘t-s. 

tit) said the services of ju- 
nior Iwc~l (;cwwmient staff 
must ;IkO be appreciated for 
their contributions to the 
nation‘s prosperity. 

I)r hlahathir. who arrived 
at Angkasapuri at %m, ac- 
companied hy his wife natin 
Sri I)r Siti Hasmah Mohd 
Ati. was first glvcn a 15. 
minute ride on a hot air 
balloon. 

I,atf)r, at lhtl Penfas Sdia, 
a spcbc’ial stage in front of 
Wisnia TV building, a Setia 
N~qmr wsscmhly was held 
comprising staff of the In- 
formation Ministry and its 
Wr~ncics. 

A flag-raising ceremony 
immediately followed to the 
acxompaniment of the song 
Nrntirm Ku and the nalion- 
al anthem. 

This was fotlowed bv bv a 
choir presentation hjr the 
MinIstry’s staff and those 
from the Broadcasting De- 
partment and Information 
Ministry’s Puspanita (the 
Association of Women Civil 
Servants and Wives of Civil 
Servants). 

The> Prime Minister then 
ca\‘c out Pincat Setia 
I;\c;u-tls ic> 12 staff members 
of the Infr,rmation Ministry 
for their outstanding contri- 
butions and services. 

1)r Mahathir was also giv- 
en the honour of blessing 
two now buses belonging to 
Information Department, 

named Setia and Semarak. 
At about lO.l5am, the 

Prime Minister was taken to 
Studio 3 in Wisma TV to 
record his New Year mes- 
sage while Dr Siti Hasmah 
went to a separate function 
at Wisma Radio. ’ 

After about 45 minutes, 
the Prime Minister emerged 
to view an exhibition at the 
foyer of Wisma TV on the 
achievements and progress 
made by the Ministry. 

He then officially opened 
the RTM News Centre and 
launched a new montage for 
all RTM news broadcasts. 

After this, Dr Mahathir 
spent a few minutes inspect- 
ing the facilities available at 
the centre,, followed by a 
live interview with Asian 
Business News and a chat 
with Sarawak Chief Minis- 
ter Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mah- 
mud through a satellite 
link-up. 

The Prime Minister was 
then ioined bv Dr Siti Has- 
mah for a special concert on 
Malaysia’s achievements 
and progress. 

At the concert, a s ecial 
song, Mahathir Pah awan P 
Sejayat (Mahathir the uni- 
versal warrior), composed 
and sung by Farid Ali with 
lyrics by Nor Asykin Onn 
was delivered, accompanied 
by the Sri Petaling Choir. 

Towards the end of the 
concert, the Prime Minister 
officially launched the ex- 
tension of broadcasting 
hours for the various RTM 
radio networks 
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