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Uphold true teachings of 
T 

HE Al-Quran is a 
holy book which 
forms the faith and 
primary guideline of 

the interpreters or transla- and guides the Muslims. fi f we accept this, then we can- I 
not be wrong if we are to 
review and reject certain in- 
terpretations. And we 
should also not feel ob- ~ 
strutted by suggestions that 
the door of zjtzhad (effort) 
has been shut and that we 
cannot review the interpre- 
tations and contents of the 
teachings of the Quran any- 
more. - 

tJe Muslims. There is not 
even the slightest doubt 
about this. In fact, it is be- 
lieved with the utmost of 
confidence. 

If  there is any doubt 
among Muslims in our be- 
lief of the Quran. no matter 
how small, then our posi- 
tion as a faithful Muslim 
will be adversely affected. 
This is because believing in 
the holy book is one of the 
Rukun Iman (Tenets of the 
Faith) and this requires ab- 
solute faith. 

Belief in the Quran is not 
confined to just the belief 
that all its contents are the 
words of God, but one must 
be willing to practise all the 
teachings contained in its 
revelations. This covers the 
application of the contents 
in the affairs of individuals 
and society, referred to as 
far& ain and far& kifayah. 

We are confident that the 
guidelines mentioned in the 
Quran ensure a prosperous 
and peaceful life in this 
world and the Hereafter. In 
this context, the Prophet 
had also reminded us that if 
we uphold and follow close- 
ly the teachings of the Qur- 
an and Su??nrrh (prophetic 
traditions). then our iife will 
not go astray at any point in 
time. 

We all believe in the Qur- 
an and do not want to delib- 
erately breach its teachings. 
As such. all Muslims should 

I’ 

IF the understanding of the 
interpreters or translators, is wrong, 
then the understanding of those wlm 
follow them is also wrong. If it is 
accurate, then those who follow them 
will get the accurate messages from 
the verses of the Quran. 

tors is wrong, then the un- 
derstanding of those who 
follow them is also wrong. If  
it is accurate, then those 
who follow them will get the 
accurate messages from the 
verses of the Quran. But we 
know that there are differ- 
ences among interpreters. 

Sometimes, these differ- 
ences are not obvious and 
do not chatige much of the 
messages in the Quran. But 
there are times when these 
differences are so glaring 
that the Muslims who fol- 
low the interpreters are 
split into contradicting maz- 
ha6 (school of thoughts). 

The Islamic religion 
which was conveyed to the 
Prophet is only one but 
there are various groups 
claiming to be Muslims 
whose practices and beliefs 
differ, and they even reject 
the aractices of others who 
claiin to be Muslims. There- 
fore, apart from the sunni 
and syiah groups with their 
respective mazhab, there 
are also the Alawait and 
Druze and others. 

The differences among 
these glzups are so glaring 
to the extciit that tQere is a 
possibility that’certain 
groups are actually not Is- 
lamic. They all refer to the 
same Quran but the inter- 
pretation of the teachings of 
the Quran differs, and there- 
fore, their understanding 
and beliefs arc no more one 
and the same. It is also high- 

Adherence to the belief 
that the door to ijtihud is 
closed can possibly lead to 
the u holding 
wrong y interpreted teach- P 

of these 

ings of the Quran and place 
them at par with God’s reve- 
lations. This can lead us to 
believe that the interpreta- 
tions are faultless and un- 
changeable. 

The wrongly interpreted 
teachings of the uran have 

% spread widely in t e Muslim 
world for centuries. Among 
the incorrect interpreta. 
tions are that education and ) 
knowledge are only related , 
to religion. The more specif- 
ic and deeper the religious 
knowled e is, the better it is ( 
for a Mus im. It is believed it ’ 5 
can bring many rewards ~ 
and guarantee a place in, 
heaven in the Hereafter. 

No one can deny that relf- 

pute that a learned person1 
in matters pertaining to reli- ~ 
gion and who performs his 
obligations is one who up-\ 
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P rosper and live in peace, 
ree of humiliation, suppres- 

sion and torture by any par- 
ty. But the fact is that Mus- 
lims do not live happily and 
in ace. Actually over one 
bil&i Muslims are under 
suppression and are suffer. 
ing, are being made fool of, 
and are used by those with 

icular interests. Is this 
F ue to the Muslims’ faith in 
the Quran or is it because 
the Muslims do not truly 
uphold the teachings of the 
Quran? 

Human beings have weak- 
nesses. And the Muslims are 
no exception. There are 
those who believe in the 
teachings of the Quran and 
yet do not practise these 
teachings. They know what 
they are required to do, and 
yet the do not do it. Hence, 
they o not achieve the cr 
prosperity in life as prom- - -- 

verses of the Quran cannot 
be so easily understood by 
‘self-reading. Therefore, 
Muslims who wish to under- 
stand the contents of the 
Quran are forced to depend 

ised. 
But the failure of the Mus- 

lims to achieve prosperity is 
not solely due to the unwill- 
ingness to practise the 
teachings of Islam. Most ,of 
their farlures were caused 
by their lack of understand- 
ing of the real teachings of 
the Quran and this led to 
their Practices being wrong 
as -well. Therefore, they 

on the interpretations of the 
teachings of the Quran 
made by recognised inter- 
preters. 

In the effort to explain the 
contents of the Quran as 
understood by the lnterpret- 
ers, they have to use their 
own words and add to the 
verses of the Quran to ex- 
plain the relevant meanings 
and messages. Certainly for 
Muslims who do not under- 

, g;lagnAgF!~~ 

their own language. 
Hence, it is hot the con- 

tents of the Quran which 
they receive as the teach- 
ings of the Quran but rather 
the translation and inter- 
pretation of these transla- 
tions made b 

T 
the interpret- 

ers and trans atom 
If the understanding of ---, 

Q 

ly possible that there are 
interpreters who are wrong 
and whose teachings de& 
ate. In the history of Islam 
up to the present day, this 
normally occurs. And just 
recently this happens before 
our own eyes. 

When Muslims accept and 
follow the wrongly inter- 
preted teachi s of the Qur- 
an with the be ief that these T 
are the true teachings of the 
Quran, certainly they will 
not achieve hap iness in 
life. More than t R at, they 
may fail and suffer. The pre- 
sent sad state of affairs af- 
fectin the Muslims now is 

4 possib y due to their belief 
m the wrongly interpreted 
teachings of the Quran. 

We must remember this 
all the time. When we dis- 
pute the teachings of Islam, 
we must remember that our 
conflict is not with the Qur- 
an or the verses in it, which 
are never wrong and never 
change. What we are disput- 
ing or debating are the in- 
terpretations by inte ret- 
ers. who, no matter ?l ow 
knowledgeable they may be, 
are still ordinarv human be- 
ings with weaknesses 
known to all mortals. 

What a loss it would be for 
Muslims if we are to hold 
firmly and defend at all 
costs- not the teachings of 
the Quran, but rather the 
opinions of ordinary human 
beings, which are certainly 
not on par with the revela- II-... 

kinds of views, the majority I 
of the Muslims are not so 18 
keen in seeking knowledge 
which is not specifically re- 
lated to the Islamic reli ‘on. 

T If today there are Mus nns 
who are backward in varl- 
ous aspects of knowledge 
and efficiency to the extent 
that they cannot preserve 
their dignit protect MUS- 
lims from emg attacked, t. 

rions. 
Is it not possible that the 

b Subjugated and victimised, 

backwardness of Muslims is 
cannot exploit the abundant 
resources blessed b God to 

caused by wrongly inter- their countries; an cc if Mus- 
preted teachings of the ur- 

% an? What is certain is t 
lims today do things not per- 

at mitted by Islam, and even ! 
the backwardness is not leave the religion, it is be. 
caused by the teachings of cause they are frustrated 
the Quran, which teaches with their weaknesses and 

holds his religion strongly. 
For Muslims. a oerson 

who concentrates ill his 
time on religion in terms of 
knowledge and practice is 
considered good and noble 
and must be followed wlth- 
out question. 

Those who learn and spe- 
cialise in religion believe 
that what they do actually 
fulfils their religious re- 
quirements. Since almost 
all the interpreters, reli- 
gious teachers and Muslim 
missionaries are those who 
major and specialise in reli- 
gion, their emphasis would 
certainly be in the Aeld of 
religion. 

Other fields are not con- 
sidered important and they 
normally will not urge the 
Muslims to seek knowled 
or jobs in other fields. K 
times they offer opinions 
that Muslims who excel or 
are educated in other areas 
will not get any reward in 1 
the Hereafter. These people 
are not considered strong I 
Muslims. - I 
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but also hund 
ers related to life and 
rosperity of the Mus- 
is not given due atten 
by many interpreters 
cholars. Actually, they 
se&ted only a small 

on of the teachings of 

reations such as the 
d earth, cloud and 

mah. If we really accept the 
teachings of the Quran, cer- 
tainly we can learn various 
things which will enable us 
to invent and produce all 
kinds of modern self-de- 
fence equi ment to save the 
Muslims rom misfortunes P 
such as being experienced 
in Bosnia, Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh, Chechnya and other 
countries, 

These are onlv two of the 
teachings of the Quran 
which we do not take seri- 
ously. There are hundreds 
of other teachings which 

WHAT a loss it would be for Muslims 
if we are to hold firmly and defend at 
all costs not the teachings of the 
Quran, but rather the opinions 
of ordinary human beings, which 
are certainly not on par 
with the revelations. 

rain, fertile soil, hills and 
animals, we interpret these 
verses only as proof of God’s 
supremacy. If we look at all 
these deeply, that is, if we 
conduct research on them, 
we will not only be more 
impressed with God’s cre- 
ations, but will gain a lot of 

$f~~~d~e~~~yc&~JY 

ture wiil be more developed 
and the acute starvation in 
Muslim countries can be 
avoided. 

Similarly, we are required 
to provide horses and 
swords to defend the um- 
mah. But we do not bother 
about the safety of the um- 

can make us successful 
without adversely affecting 
our position in the Hereaf- 
ter, a point which we also do 
not give serious attention. 

When Muslims become 
backward and are sup- 
pressed in this world, there 
are those who claim this is 
what Islam wants, that is, 
Muslims will suffer in this 
world while waiting for hap- 
piness in the Hereafter. So, 
Just accept and endure the 
sufferings, misery and hu- 
miliation in this world. This 
is temporary. The Hereafter 
is eternal and Muslims, 
therefore, will live happily 
ever after. 

As long as this under- 
standing is accepted and 
disseminated, Muslims will 
not do anything to improve 
their life and Islam in this 
world. They will accept that 
their backwardness is hap 
piness, as it reminds them of 
their better position in the 
Hereafter. 

vorced from Islam, it is all 
right. Just wait (because) 
we are promised the heaven 
in the Hereafter. They do 
not feel at all awkward with 
their prayers that they be 
:;I;; $ piness 

a 
in this 

the Hereafter. 
This is only lip service. 

All this is possibly be 

by concentrating on a few 
verses only. Even thou h 
we do not acknowledge t fl e 
fact that we reject or. look 
down upon the bigger-por- 
tion of the teachmgs, the 
truth is that this is what is 
happening. That is why 
Muslims do not experience 
happiness while in this 
world. Whether we will get 
happiness in the Hereafter 
is also uncertain. 

The rewards in the Here- 
after are not due to what we 
do for ourselves, which is 
fardu ain, but also for what 
we do to society, ‘which 
comes under ardu kifayah. 
If we truly ii! elieve in the 
teachings of the Quran, 
then we should fulfil our 
obligations under fardu ain 
and fardu kifayah. God will- 
ing, Muslims will be ha 
and their dignity as we1 P 

py 
as 

the dignit of their religion 
will be re dy eemed. 
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