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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. -- 
The present sad state of af- 
fairs affecting Muslims is 
possibly due to their belief 
in wrongly-interpreted 
teachings of the Quran, Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha- 
mad said today. 

The Prime Minister said 
when Muslims accepted and 
followed these wrongly-in- 
terpreted teachings in the 
belief that they were the 
true teachings of the Quran, 
they would certainly not 
achieve happiness in life. 

“On top of that, they may 
fail and suffer,” he said 
when opening the fifth in- 
ternational seminar on Al- 
Quran at Pusat Islam here. 

Dr Mahathir said the fail- 
ure of the Muslims to 
achieve prosperity was not 
solely due to their unwill- 
ingness to practise. the 
teachings of Islam. 

Most of their failures, he 
said, were caused by their 
lack of understanding of the 
real teachings of the Quran. 

He said this had led to 
their practices being wrong 
as well and as a result could 
not enjoy a prosperous and 
respectable life. 

The Prime Minister said 
the reason was that even 
though some people were 
fluent in Arabic and were 
able to read it, the meanings 
and messages contained in 
the verses of the Quran 
could not be so easily under- 
stood by self-reading. 

As a result, he said, Mus- 
lims who wished to under- 
stand the contents of the 
Quran were forced to de- 
pend on the interpretations 
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made by recognised inter- 
preters. 

“In their effort to explain 
the contents of the Quran as 
understood by the icterpret- 
ers, they have to use their 
own words and add to the 
verses of the Quran to ex- 
plain the relevant meaning 
and messages. 

“Certainly for Muslims 
who do not understand the 
Arabic language, they can 
only read the translntion in 
their own language as di- 
rectly translated from the 

i Quran.” 
Hence, it is not the con- 

: tents of the Quran which 
/ they receive as the teach- 

ings of the Quran but rather 
the translation and inter- 
pretation of these transla- 
tions made by the interpret- 

1 ers and translators,” he 
I added. 

Dr Mahathir said when 
one disputed the teachings 
of Islam, he must remember 
that the conflict was not 
with the Quran or tt.e verses 
in it, which were Faultless 
and unchangeable. 

“What we are disputing or 
debating are the interpreta- 

/ tions by interpreters, who, 
no matter how knowlegea- 
ble they may be, are still 
ordinary human beings 
with weaknesses known to 
all mortals,” he said. 

He said it would be a great 
loss for Muslims if they 
were to hold firmly and de- 
fend at all costs not the 
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nary human beings, which 
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closed can possibly lead to 
the upholding of these in- 
correct interpretations and 
placing them on par with 
God’s revelations. 

majored and specialised in 
religion, their emphasis 
would certainly be in the 
field of religion: 

various aspects of knowl- 
edge and efficiencv to the 

with the revelations. - 
“Is it not possible that the 

backwardness of Muslims is 
caused by the wrong inter- 
pretations by the interpret- 
ers?” he asked. “What is 
certain is that the back- 
wardness is not caused by 
the Quran, which teaches 
and guides Muslims. 

“If we accept this, then we 
cannot be wrong if we are to 
review and reject certain in- 
terpretations. And we 
should also not feel ob- 
structed by suggestions that 
the door of ijtihad (effort) 
has been shut and that we 
cannot review the interpre- 
tations and contents of the 
Quran anymore. 

“Adherence to the belief 
that the door to zjtihad is 

“This can lead us to be- 
lieve that the interpreta- 
tions are faultless and un- 
changeable,” he said. 

He said the wrongly-inter- 
preted teachings of the Qur- 
an had spread widely in the 
Muslim world for centuries. 
Among the incorrect inter- 
pretations were that impor- 
tant education and knowl- 
edge were only related to 
religion. The more specific 
and deep the religious 
knowledge, the better it was 
for a Muslim. 

He said since almost all 
the interpreters, religious 
teachers and Muslim mis- 
sionaries were those who 

“Other fields are not con- 
sidered important and they 
normally will not urge the 
Muslims to seek knowledge 
or jobs in other fields. 

“At times they offer opin- 
ions that Muslims who excel 
or are educated in other ar- 
eas will not get any rewards 
in the hereafter. These peo- 
ple are not considered 
strong Muslims.” 

He said with the spread of 
such views, the majority of 
the Muslims were not so 
keen in seeking knowledge 
which was not specifically 
related to the Islamic reli- 
gion 

“If today there are Mus; 
lims who are backward in 

exient that they cannot pre- 
serve their dignity. protect 
Muslims from being at- 
tacked, subjugated and vic- 
timised, cannot exploit the 
abundant resources blessed 
by God on their countries; 
and if Muslims today do 
things not permitted by Is- 
lam and in fact leave the 
religion, it is because they 
are frustrated with their 
weaknesses and feel humili- 
ated.” 

The fact that the Quran 
not only stressed on knowl- 
edge of the teachings of Is- 
lam, but also of hundreds of 
other matters related to life 
and the prosperity of the 
Muslims, was not given at- 
tention by many interpret- 
ers and scholars. 
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