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KLANG, Tues. - Prime 
Minister Datuk.Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad, unhappy 
with the dela 1 in the con- 
struction of t t-l e KM1.5 bil- 
lion double-tracking electric 
commuter train project, 
said today he hopes to find a 
solution at tomorrow’s Cab- 
inet meeting. 

Dr Mahathir said he had 
frequently asked ,KTM Ber- 
had wheri the project would 
be completed and the an- 
swer had always been 
“soon”. 

He said the delay would 
mean that there would be an 
inevitable increase in costs 
and besides, commuters in 

’ Kuala Lumpur would have 
to bear with the traffic con- 
gestion much longer. 

The Prime Minister said 
h,, and Transport Minister 
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong 
Sik would discuss the mat- 
ter with other Cabinet mem- 
bers to find a way of over- 
coming the problems. 

He could not say when the 
project would be completed 
and declined to state a dead- 
line for the completion as it 
gae:ecn postponed a few 

Dr.Mahathir said that ac- 
cording to the schedule, the 
Rawang-Kuala Lumpur sec- 
tor should have been com- 
pleted by the end of 1994, but 
even the sub-station was 
still not ready. 

“Beca;ibe of the numerous 
problems, the project seems 
to progress at a Very slow 
pace and until now it is not 
certain when the tracks can 
be opened,” he said after 
visiting the double-tracking 
project here. 

Dr Mahathir, who was ac- 
companied by Dr Ling and 
KTM Berhad managing di- 
rector Datuk Abdul Rahim 
Othman,, earlier took a 45. 
minute ride in an inspection 
car from Kualn Lumpur to 
Xianfr. 

Hc’:~:so inspertrd the re- 
cently delivered coaches for 
thr electric commuter 
trams at the Kuala 1,umpur 
railway station. 

He said KTM faced a lot of 
problems in the implemen- 
tation of the project which 
could not be overcome in a 
short period. 

Among the problems were 
the lack of co-ordination 
among the various groups 
involved in the project, too 
much bureaucratic red tape 
to the extent of creating dif- 
ficulties in decision making, 
too many contractors and 
probb:ms posed by squat- 
ters occupying railway 
land, he said. 

Dr Mahathir was also dis- 
appointed with the contrac- 
tors who could not keep to 
the schedule. 

Some. he said. could not 
\aarry out their work be- 
cause of the absence of con- 
sultants. 

The contractor 
1 Indian Railway 

e the 
struc- 

tion Co Ltd, .tiho doing 
! the track-lam and the civ- 

il works, Sapura Holdings 
Sdn Bhd, the contractors for 
the signalling system, and 
ABB Australia, the contrac- 
tors for the electrification 
together with Sapura Hold- 
ings. 

Asked whether the Gov- 
ernment planned to call for 
new tenders for the project, 
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soon after it won the tender. 
Dr Mahathir said the pro- Dr Mahathir also criti- 
cess would further delay the 
project and furthermore 

cised people who refused to 

there was no guarantee that 
use overhead bridges to 

the new contractoryould be 
cross railway tracks despite 
the many reminders and 
warnings. better than the present one. 

He also said that the coun- 
trv’s first electric train 
which can travel at a maxi- 
mum speed of 120km per 
hour, might not be able to 
run at its full capacity as 
there were numerous prob- 
lems that needed to be re- 
solved. 

“They want the bridges to 
be constructed in front of 
their houses. 

“Do we have to wait for 
someone to be run over by 
the trains before using the 
overhead bridges? 

“When one day someone 
is run over by the train, the 
people will certainly blame 
the Government,” he said. 

The electric commuter 
train which covers 15Okm of 
double track, is powered by 
a 25,OOO-volt overhead cate- 
nary system which will be 
controlled by state-of-the- 
art multi-million ring& Fig- 
nalling and communlca- 
tions system. 

This. he said, included in- 
experienced personnel who 
needed more exposure be- 
f re 
R 

they could undertake 
t e service efficiently. 

Dr Mahathir s?id he had 

the work on the project 
could be accelerated. 

Dr Mahathir said he did 
not think the project a fail- 
ure but considered it as a 
learning process. 

He said the Government’s 
experience in the double 
tracking project had not 
changed its stand towards 
other projects being imple- 
mented or planned. 

He said the North-South 
Expressway project was 
corn leted very much ahead 

R of SC edule and the contrac- 
tar awarded the tender to 
widen the Kuala Lumpur- 
Karak Highway started 

The service named “KTM 
Komuter” will initially in- 
terface with the public 
transport system through 22 
stations and 18 halts and 
later will operate in con- 
junction with the Light Rail 
Transit (LRT) system. 

The double track runs 
from Rawang in the north 
through the outer rin 
Kuala Lumpur and K ang f 

of 

Valley to Seremban in the 
south, with an east-west 
line tkom Sentul to Port 
mang. 
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