
We are a very fortunate 
people, says Prime. Minister 
KODIANG (Kedah), Thurs. 
- Malaysians are a lucky 
lot because they are safe 
from human-inflicted suf- 
ferings and natural catas- 
trophes, Prime Minister Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said. 

He said in some countries, 
people killed each other 
over differences of opinions 
or beliefs while some died 
from natural disasters. 

“In our country, we are 
very safe. We do not find 
soldiers patrolling the 
streets like in some coun- 
tries. 

“We also do not have to 

fear typhoons or earth- 
quakes and we can go about 
with our lives easily,” he 
said at the laying of founda- 
tion stone for a new market 
in Padang Sera here today. 

The Prime Minister, cit- 
ing the earthquake in Kobe, 
Japan, said the country al- 
though very rich was suffer- 
ing from a natural disaster. 

The RM400,OOO market, 
expected to be ready before 
year end, will replace the 
temporary wet market. 

On the new market, Dr 
Mahathir said it would pro- 
vide a proper trading area 
for traders. 

“The market ma-j J-u& -oe 
the starting point for bigger 
things for Padang Sera resi- 
dents. 

“In future, we can expect 
a major shopping complex 
for the residents,” he said. 

Also present at the cere- 
mony were Menteri Besar 
Tan Sri Osman Aroff, Do- 
mestic Trade and Consumer 
Affairs Deputy Minister Da- 
tuk Kadir Sherkh Fadzir and 
several State Executive 
Councillors. 

Later, Dr Mahathir visited 
the Kubang Pasu Umno 
headquarters in Jitra. 
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