rules must
e rectified’

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad
thanked the Election
Commission for saying
that it would rectify the
mistake in the electoral
rolls.

Dr Mahathir said he
did not blame the com-
mission for the discrep-
ancy over the 4,500
names in the Kelantan
Election Commission’s
list.

He. however, reiterat-
ed that the rules and reg-
ulations had to be recti-
fied as it allowed access
to certain unscruplous
people to do “something
which is not right” re-
sulting in the irregular-
ities.

He said it would be
very difficult for the

commission with a small
staff to supervise the
work of temporary work-
ers during the registra-
tion exercise.

As long as the peculiar
procedures were not cor-
rected, Dr Mahathir said
it would be difficult to
overcome the problem.

Election Commission
chairman Datuk Harun
Din had earlier said the
mistake was a result of
miscommunication and
misunderstanding.

Dr Mahathir was
asked to comment on the
matter after witnessing
the signing of a memo-
randum of understand-
ing between a Malaysian
company Diversified Re-
sources Berhad and two
Japanese companies for
the manufacture of Ma-

laysia’s first national
motorcycle project.

Asked about a recent
report in a regional mag-
azine that the economig
adviser to the Govern-
ment, MP for Merbok
Tun Daim Zainuddin,
had written a letter ex-
pressing his intention to
withdraw from contest-
ing in the coming gener-
al election, Dr Mahathir
said he had not not re-
ceive such a letter.

“As far as 1 know, I
have not received such a
letter,” he said.

He said Daim also did
not make known to him
his desire to resign.

However, Dr Mahathir
said he could not say
whether Daim would be
listed as candidate in the
coming election.
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