
P-M: 
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said the Govern- 
ment would continue with 
its successful privatisation 

ii 
olicy and assured the 
usiness sector that the 

Malaysia Incorporated 
icy would be pursued e P 

ol- 
fec- 

tively. 
In this regard, the Prime 

Minister said he has direct- 
ed Ministers and Deputy 
Ministers to ersonally 
look into camp P. amts made 

, by the private sector with 
a view of overcoming their 
nroblems for the aood of 
ihe country. - 

Dr Mahathir said this at 
the opening of the Trade 
and Industry Dialogue at 
the Putra World Trade 
Centre (PWTC). 

The dialogue with the 
captains of industry is 
aimed at gathering inputs 
from the business sector 
for olicy formulation. 

T!ie five-day dialogue is 
organised by the Ministry 
of International Trade and 
Industry (Miti). 

In his opening remarks, 
the Prime Minister said 
Malaysia would continue 
with its privatisation oli- 
cy as it haS proven to fi e a 
great success. 

Besides creating busi- 
ness opportunities, the pol- 
icy has managed to over- 
come the inadequacy of 
funds on the part of the 
Government to carry out 
infrastructural projects. 

He said the concept was 
carried out all over the 
world but manv countries 
had since given”it up. 

Among the major pro- 
jects implemented 
through privatisation 
were the Kuala Lumpur In- 
ternational Airport, the 
North-South Expressway: 

Privatisatiiin 
He said: “We are able to 

build huge pro’ects which 
otherwise wou d 1 not have 
been possible if we were to 
depend on government 
funds. If we had depended 
on the Government we 
would not be able to build 
Bakun at all and if we wait 
for the funds, the cost 
would go up also.” 

Privatisation not only 
made possible more pro- 
jects to be carried out, it 
also helped create new 
business activities: 

He also paid tribute to 
the private sector for ap- 
parently having better ex- 
pertise than the Govern 
ment. This has resulted in 
~~s;xess of the policy, 

Dr Mahathir told the 
businessmen: “If you have 
any problem, you can refer 
them to the Ministers, Dep- 
uty Ministers or even the 
Prime Minister.” 

He said some officers de- 
clined to extend their as- 
sistance to the private sec- 
tor, considering it as an 
enemy of the Government. 

He said the Government 
was trying to erase this 
perception among civil ser- 
vants as it considered the 

& rivate , sector a “friend” 
ecause the more revenue 

they made, the more the 
Government would benefit 
in terms of taxes. 

He said the problem was 
that when he interfered in 
certain matters, his action 
would be seen as having 
vested interests. 

However, the Prime Min- 
ister said it did not bother 
lsn; what other people 

He also said Malaysia 
had gone a long way to 
achieving its status as the 
19th biggest trading nation 
in the world today. 

“From an inward-look- 
ing nation depending only 

on rubber and tin for its 
revenue, it has now gone 
worldwide, venturing into 
Latin America, Central 
Asia, and the so-called 
non-traditional areas like 
Africa and South Africa. 

“We are also actively in- 
volved in trade with C-hi- 
;a, Vie@m, L??s, Cambq; 
cna aria even Myanmar, 

The roblem., according 
to the f* rime Mmister, was 

hesaidaddmg that “weare’ that smps did not call at 
now a world trader”. the ports especially Port 

. 

He said Malaysia’s ap 
preach to globalising its 
activities had been very 
fruitful, adding that it was 
now in the midst of im- 
proving its air and sea 
transportation and in- 
creasing the efficiency of 
its ports to encourage 
more ships to call. _ 



l 

Klang as frequently as Ma- 
laysia would like. 

He said there was no rea- 
son why Port Klang could 
not be a distribution cen- 
tre like the Singapore port. 

He urged manufacturers 
to export their products 
via Port Klang because as 
long as manufacturers 
continued to ex ort their 
products via 8 mgapore, 
ships would prefer to dock 

in the republic instead of 
Port Klang. 

He said efforts were also 
keing made to expand the 
port to accommodate more 
ships. 

On inflation, he said the 
Government was serious 
in curbing it and at the 
same time increase pro- 
ductivity. 

He reiterated that any 
increase in wages must 
commensurate with the in- 

continue 

crease in roductivity. . 
Dr K Ma athir also said 

that efforts at further re- 
ducing redtape in govern- 
ment departments were 
underway and civil ser- 
vants had been encour- 
aged to co-onerate with the 
private sector. 

On taxes, he said the 
Government would contin- 
ue to impose them on the 
private sector but they 
would be reasonable. 

Dr Mahathir also said 
the move to allow foreign 
university branch campus- 
es in the country to use 
English as a medium of 
instruction would help Ma- 
laysians to improve their 
proficiency in the lan- 
guage and was nqt aimed 
at relegating the status of 
Bahasa Malavsia. 

Furthermore, he said 
Malaysians should master 
more than one language. 

“It would be difficult to 
be a world trader if Malay- 
sians could master only 
the national language.” 

Dr Mahathir said Malay 
sians should be able to 
command the language at 
a level where they could 
negotiate with other par- 
ties and make’agreements 
in English with full confi- 
dence and understand 
what they were signing. 

Otherwise, they could 
face legal action for sign- 
ing something they did not 
understand. 

He also said that allow- 
ing foreign universities to 
set u 
also R 

branches here could 
elp the Government 

save in education expendi- 
ture as presently, the Gov- 
ernment spends about 
US$30,000 (RM75,OOO) on 
each student it sends over- 
seas. 

The move would also en- 
able the Government to 
have more control of its 
curriculum 
branches would !I: boh!$ 
by Malaysian laws. 

On the privatisation of 
some training centres, Dr 
Mahathir said this was to 
ensure that the institu- 
tions of higher learning 
had ample teaching staff 
because the Government 
could not afford to matc.h 
the salaries offered in the 
current market. 
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