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Toxic waste plant will be built despite

Government ready to
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By Manan Osman
and A. Rachel

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. --
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad to-
day said the Government is
prepared to take consider-
able political risks by pro-
ceeding with the setting up
of a central toxic waste
treatment plant despite
strong resistance from cer-
tain groups.

This is to accommodate
the industries that produce
toxic wastes as the project,
in the long run, is good for
the people and the nation.

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment recognised the ur-
gency of setting up the plant
and was trying its best to do
s0.

“However, we are up
against some environmen-
talists and people who op-
pose the setting up of the
facility.

“No State Government is
willing to allocate land for
such a dump, especially
when a buffer area is needed
as there is no foolproof way
of d1<p051ng of toxic wastes.

“We are aware that we
may lose the constituency
in which the dump is sited,
but that is the price we have
to pay,” he said.

Dr Mahathir was replying
to a point raised by Japa-
nese Chamber of Trade and
Industry Malaysia (Jactim)
president Datuk Kazumasa
Suzuki at a meeting of the
captains of industries at the
Putra World Trade Centre
here.

The five-day dialogue is
organised by the Interna-
tional Trade and Industry
Ministry. It is aimed at gath-
ering inputs from the busi-
ness sector for policy formu-
lation.

The Prime Minister was
obviously referring to the
country’s first such plant at
Bukit Nenas in Negri Sem-
bilan.

The RM300-millioh pro-
Ject, which was awarded to
a consortium of three Dan-
ish companies — 1. Kruger,
Chemcontrol and Environ-
plan — and two local enti-
ties — Arab Malaysian De-
velopment Bhd and United
Engineers (M) Bhd — was
initially opposed by the resi-
dents.

The problem has been
solved, thanks to the inter-
vention of Menteri Besar

Tan Sri Mohd Isa Samad,
and the joint venture com-
pany, Kualiti Alam Sdn
Bhd, is currently negotiat-
ing with the Government
for a low-interest loan.

Sounding the alarm on ba-’

half of members, Suzuki
said as of last year, Jactim’s
members had accumulated
27,000 tonnes of industrial
waste and that the situation
was getting worse.

Suzuki said about 50 per
cent of members said they
were no longer able to store
the wastes within their fa-
cilities.

On the difficulty in hiring
workers, Dr Mahathir urged
companies not to opt for the
easy way out by rushing to
hire foreign labour each
time they faced a shortage
of manpower.

“Instead,” said the Prime
Minister “they should auto-
mate their operations to re-
duce dependency on la-
bour.”

He reminded employers
that any move to allow for-
eign workers to bring in
their families could increase
alien population in this
country to three million as
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the number of such workers
currently stands at one mil-
lion.

“This tn turn will bring
about other problems. For-
eigners’ children, who re-
ceive free education in our
schools, may displace our
own children,” warned the
Prime Minister.

Earlier, addressing the
businessmen, Dr Mahathir
stressed that the Govern-
ment would help them to
prosper but on their part
they must look for innova-
tive methods to increase ef-

ficiency and cost-effecti-!

venes.

On a proposal that the
Government encourage pri-
vate manufacturing opera-
tions to build hostels for
workers, Dr Mahathir said:

“Although we encourage
companies to provide hos-
tels for workers, sometimes
the local governments make
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Government to
help firms export

to Asean countries
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it difficult for the companies
to embark on such pro-
grammes.”

Citing Terengganu as an
example, he said Perwaja
Steel is facing problems
with the local authority
there after building such
homes for its workers.

A proposal was also made
to amend some parts of the
labour laws to allow compa-
nies to terminate the ser-
vices of workers who do not
perform their duties well
without paying high com-
pensation.

The proposal should also
include amendments that
would allow companies un-
dergoing restructuring to
keep only useful employees,
although they may not be
the longest-serving work-
ers.

Dr Mahahtir admitted
that it has always been diffi-
cult to dismiss people in the
past.

“In protecting geod em-
ployees, we are also protect-
ing the bad ones. This is a
really difficult problem,” he

said.

On the difficulty faced by
the food industries in ex-
porting their products to

other Asean countries, espe-
cially Thailand and Indone-
sia, Dr Mahathir said the

Government would assist -

them to venture into these
markets.

Both Thailand and Indo-
nesia have regulations re-
quiring exporters to register
their products with the au-
thorities before the prod-
ucts can be exported to their
countries.

“Even Malaysia has been
struggling to export Proton
cars to Indonesia and could
only do so after agreeing to
buy its aircraft,” he said.

On a call to impose export
levy on latex, he said the
recommendation would be
looked into. )

On a suggestion to reduce
the duty on golf balls, Dr
Mahathir said the Govern-
ment was slowly reducing
the protection accorded to
various industries.

“Initially the protection
given was meant to help in-
fant industries. These in-

.dustries have matured over

the years and no longer

need such a protection.”

They should be able to

compete with foreign prod-
ucts especially since Malay-
sia has the raw materials
and low cost of production.
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