
Dr’M: Parties won’t be allowed to sponsor independents 

BN agreement on seats 
By Manan Osman, 
S. Jayakrishnan 
and Alex Choong 
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Com- 
ponents of the Barisan Na- 
sional today agreed on the prin- 
ciples, which will take into 
account the racial mix in the 
constituencies, for the alloca- 
tion of seats for the general 
election. 

The BN components in the 
ruling coalition listened to the 
explanation of the principles 
given by BN chairman Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
when its supreme council met 
at the Putra World Trade Cen- 
tre. 

He said: “I would like to re- 
mind component party mem- 
bers not to sponsor indepen- 
dent candidates just because 
they are dissatisfied with the 
candidates fielded bv the nar- ” _ 
ty.” 

Speaking to newsmen after 
The meeting was attended by 

the meeting, Dr Mahathir said 
all 14 component members. Dr 
Mahathir said each party was 

all candidates from the coali- represented by three persons 
tion would contest under the #and the intention was to dis- 
BN banner, adding that he ’ cuss the principles the BN 
hoped the components would 
agree to the seat allocationboth 
in principle and practice. 

He reminded component par- 
ty members against-sponsoring 
indenendent candidates in the 
general election even if they 
disagreed with the, choice of 
candidates. 

would use -for seat allocation 
and selection of tandidates. 

He added that much time was 
spent on explaining the princi- 
ples which will be used by the 
BN on various matters. He, 
however, added that the meet- 
ing did not make any allocation 
of seats. 

The respective heads of the 
component parties then unani- 
mously supported Dr Mahath- 
ir’s call for total support for 
any RN candidate in the elec- 
tion, adding that this has been 
one of the rallying points be- 
hind the BN’s success all this 
while. (See story on Page 2). 

Basicallv. the orinciole for 
the allocation of ‘seats- would 
take into account the racial 
mix in the constituencies. 
While seats could be given to 
BN components reflecting the 
constituency’s racial majoritv, 
it is also possible that the can- 
didate fielded would be some- 
one from from a different racial 
backeround. 

Wh’kn this happens, Dr Ma- 
hathir said that it was very 
imp&ant that all members of 
the &I suaoori\thcchosen can- 
didi&s, _ - .  ‘1 

Dr,:Mahathir, who is also 
Umnc pr%%ident, said it was 
extremely important that the 
collective representation under 
the BN, rather than individ- 
uals, be given emphasis. 

He said the BN had not ascer- 
tained the percentage of the 
races in the various constituen- 
cies. But in fielding a particular 
candidate, the BN would take 
into account the possibility of 
the component party winning 
the seat. 

“It does not mean that just 
because the majority of constit- 
uents from that area are from 
one race that only that race will 
be represented in the choice of 
candidates,” he added. 

He said Menteris Besar and 
Chief Ministers would submit 
to him their plans for the allo- 
cation of seats. The BN presi- 
dent would then discuss these 
plans with the heads of compo- 
nent parties to get their agree- 
ment or make the necessary 

changes. 
A decision would then be 

made and that decision should 
be supported by all the parties. 

He also said that not all com- 
ponent parties would be allo- 
cated parliamentary or State 
seats. Some party representa- 
tives could be made senators or 
be appointed as councillors in 
the local authorities or other 
posts. 

Dr Mahathir, however,, said 
that he was still dissatisfied 
with the election preparations 
made by the component par- 
ties, adding that they should 
gauge the support of the people 

0 PLEASE TURN TO 
PAGE 2. COL 4 

. . 



Dr M confident over Kelanttin - 
0 FROM PAGE ONE 
towards the BN. -- 

He said Umno’s prepara- 
tions were quite advanced 
and had already had a sec- 
ond dry run to gauge the 
response of the people. This 
had enabled Umno to rectify 
weaknesses at the grassroot 
level. 

He said the situation in cussion of Islamic issues, Dr 
these States were different 

not received any application 
officially but that the princi- Mahathir said it was iust an 

from other States. ple in the BN is that accep- attemnt to divert the atten- 
tance must be based on una- 

elections will be held in 
1995.” 

Asked whether he had 
sken the Kelantan BN mani- 
festo, Dr Mahathir said he 

nimity. 
This means that all com- 

ponents must agree to ac- 
cept or reject members. 

Asked whether the com- 

tion 01 the people from the 
current issue affecting the 
party. 

had not. 

Asked which month. Dr 
Mahathir said it would be 
held in one of the 10 remain- 
ing months in the year. 

On the BN’s chances of 
securing a victory in Kelan- 
tan, Dr Mahathir said: “Yes, 
chances are very good in 
Kelantan. We are going to 
win . . . whatever (Menteri 
Besar) Nik Aziz (Nik Mat) 
may say.” 

ponent parties would re- 
ceive the same number of 
seats as in the 1990 election, 
he said since the number of 
seats had increased it was 
obvious that the number 
cannot be the same. 

“We know this is just a 
tactic to run away from the 
uroblem. As far as we are 
concerned we will not try to 
create other issues.” 

Dr Mahathir added that 
about 3,000 people would at- 
tend the BN Convention on 
March 25 including Cabinet 
members, State executive 
councillors, Senators, MPs, 
members of the various 
State Assemblies and BN di- 
visional coordination com- 
mittee members. 

On the manifesto, he reit- 
erated his earlier statement 
that there would only be one 
BN manifesto but certain 
States like Sabah and Kelan- 
tan would be allowed sup- 
plementary manifestos 
which will focus on their 
own problems. 

Asked if the BN had re- 
ceived any application from 
the Indian Progressive Par- 
ty (IPF) to join the BN, Dr 
Mahathir said the BN had 

In 1990 there were 180 par- 
liamentary seats compared 
with 192 now. 

On the Pas call for a dis- 

Dr Mahathir also contin- 
ued to keep the media guess- 
ing on the date of the gener- 
alelection. 

Asked if he had given any 
views to BN component par- 
ties on when the election 
would be held, he said: “I 
have explained that general 

He said he would open the 
convention and there would 
be a resolution at the end of 
it. 
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