
PM: Little commitment/ 
PETALING JAYA, Thurs. 
~~ Malaysia is happy with 
the Copenhagen Declara- 
tion oalling for debt can- 
cellation of the world’s 
poorest nations but is dis- 
appointed with the lacka- 
daisical attitude of some 
developed countries who 
are not committed to the 
cause, Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad said to- 
day. 

The Prime Minister said 
these countries sent only 
junior ministers to the 
United Nations World 
Summit on Social Devel- 
opment which was attend- 
ed by heads of Govern- 
ment from all over the 
world. 

He said while develop- 
ing nations, including Ma- 
laysia, heeded the call by 
developed nations to at- 
tend the Earth summit in 
Rio dc Janeiro to play an 
important role in discus- 
sions and solving environ- 
mental issues, this was 
not reciprocated in Copen- 
hagen. 

He said developing 
countries wanted the de- 
veloped nations to be more 
committed towards assist- 
ing the poorer nations but 
unfortunately such com- 
mitment was not forth- 
coming. 

“Developing nations did 
not ask for anything but 
participation of the devel- 
oped countries in Copen- 
hagen but it was obvious 
that the latter were not 
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interested in doing any- at the Kuala Lumpur In- 
thing to help poorer na- 
tions overcome-their pov- 

ternational Airport in Su- 
bang to welcome Dr Ma- 

erty,” he said, in response hathir. 
to Press queries on his re- The Prime Minister said 
turn from the Copenhagen Malaysia, which had suc- 
summit and a three-day cessfully instituted many 
visit to Britain. programmes to eradicate 
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poverty, had the opportu- 
Seri Anwar Ibra- nity to exchange notes 

him was among Cabinet with some developing 
members, senior civil ser- countries on the subject. 
vants and others present He said the discussions 

also centred on the possi- 
bilitv of embarking od’co- 
oper&ive efforts -among 
developing nations to help 
ooorer- Gtions overcome 
iheir problems. 

Dr Mahathir said he had 
discussions with the 
Chancellor of Austria, 
Franz Varanitzky, and the 
country seemed to be the 
only European nation will- 
ing to cancel its loans to 

poor countries. 
On his statement in Lon- 

don that Malaysia was 
putting its recent trade 

roblems with Britain be- 
Fi md once and for all, the 
Prime Minister said he 
gave an assurance to Bri- 
tish industrialists that the 
two countries could con- 
tinue to have close trade 
ties. 

He said some of the in- 
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dustrialists wanted Malay- 
sian companies to .buy 
aver a few British firms 
which would allow local 
goods to 

7 
netrate the Eu- 
nion market 

ZS&ily . 
On former Deputy 

Prime Minister Ghafar Ba- 
ba’s statement- that he 
wanted to return to active 
politics, Dr Mahathir said 
even when Ghafar was not 
in the Government he had 
been active in politics in- 
cluding campaigning dur- 
ina elections. 

He said he was confident 
that Ghafar’s statement 
meant he wanted to artic- 
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ate in the genera elec- P 
t on as an Umno member. 

Meanwhile, a Bernama 
report from London’ said 
vesterdav Dr Mahathir 
spent six hours at Cam- 
bridge University where 
he said he was great1 
honoured to be able to a B - 
dress the lecturers and 
students. 

He was given prolonged 
applause by them when he 
finished his address on 
Asian values and the need 
for the West and East to 
understand and appreci- 
ate each other’s values. 

Universit Vice-Chan- 
cellor Prot” ir David Wil- 8 
liams, who described Dr 
Mahathir as a true states- 
man said March 15 1995, 
would forever be etched in 
the annals of the universi- 
ty as a historic day for the 

honour paid by Dr Ma- 
hathir in visiting Cam 
bridge. 

Later, when speaking to 
the 160 Malaysian stu- 
dents who through their 
academic excellence man- 
aged to enter the universi- 
ty, the Prime Minister said 
he had never thought that 
one day he would be given 
the honour to address the 
university. 

Dr Mahathir spent two 
of the six hours at the uni- 
versity, touring its Engi- 
neering Department, 
where he was briefed on 
five research projects in 
which he had expressed a 
personal interest. ; 

These include a comnut- 
erised speech recogniiion 
software that will eventu- 
ally make it possible for a 
computer or word proces- 
sor to display the spoken 
word on-screen and make 
an immediate print-out. 

The university said dra- 
matic progress was being 
made by its research team. 

The universit 
Y 

is also 
researching cata ytic con- 
verters which Malassia is 
ho ing to introduce in an 
ef ort to reduce pollution P 
from motor vehicular 
emission. 

Another area of re- 
search is on more efficient 
manufacturing through 
improving the basic sci- 
ence, technology and man- 
agement of manufactur- 
ing. 
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