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Among those present at 

the launch were Sclangor 
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mu- 
hammad Muhammad l’aib. 
Japanese ambassador to 
Malaysia Taizo Nakamura, 
Proton chairman Tan Sri 
Jamil Mohamed Jan and 
Proton managing director 
Datuk Mohamed Nadzmi 
Mohamed Saileh. 

Dr Mahatbir also urged 
Proton to improve its capa- 
bility to design its engine 
components and added that 
in this modern era, with tht, 
use of computer-aided de- 
sign and comuuter-aided 
manufacturing, - acquiring 
such new technologies was 
easier. 

prints for the compcnerts 
required to produce passen- 
ger car engines,” he said. 
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nol iieis SHAII ALXM. Sat. -4 Ma- 
laysi,: id initS’; ondcavour t0 
‘0~ ?:;‘oiicie:;t in the latest 
I :d:;;ater-aided techniques 
10, the nation to attain the 
dF?ire;i industrialised sta- 
tri :, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Xohamad said today. 

The Prime Minister said 
the people should acquire 
.jophisticated techniques 
;iud use them regularly un- 
til tllc?r lxxome well-verse0 
wirh these ccw technol- 
..v,ien so that the): become 
;;a~‘; of the people’s culture. 

I-Ie said experience has 
shown that when a craft 
becomes a culture of a par- 
ticular race, the expertise in 
the freid would he inherited 
b* t,he following genera- 
tions. 

Iis ::it.ed as examples the 
scui;~tui%~g skills of the 
pt?$c of Bali, the plaster 
~~:si;mrring techniques of 
g . I  ,,.z Xoroccans and Uz- 
brkhs, the excellent ballet 
tiancicr of the Russians and 
the s&ntific inventions of 
Wostcrn c:ountries. 

Speaking at the simula- 
taneous opening of the Pro- 
t(iil casting plant and the 
launch of Proton’s corpo- 
rate mission statement,, he 
:;;.nd n was not impossrble 
frr future Malaysians to be 
krrown for their expertise in 
the field of sophisticated en- 
gineering 3s a result of ef- 
forts made now. 

whatever knowledge or 
“Anyone can master 

skills if he and his commu- 
nity are willing to acquire 
them through dedication 
overthe years,” he said. 

He said Proton’s move to 
provide training to its per- 
sonnel- in sophisticated 
computeraided design was 
essential as expertise in the 
field would not only benefit 
Proton in design and manu- 
facturing but also the other 
industries. 

He said Proton should 
venture into acuuirine ex- 
pertise in transmission. en- 
gine design and manufac- 
turing and thanked 
Mitsubishi Motors Cornora- 
tion for assisting it in the 
field of design, 

He said Proton would re- 
quire expertise to compete 
in engine designing testing 
and manufacturing if it in- 
tended to maintain its share 
in the passenger’car market 
in future. 

ue to co-operate closely 
with Mitsubishi Motors and 

“Although we will contin- 

other parties, eventually we 
must have the expertise in 
basic design and the capa- 
bility to plvduce all blue- 

Describing the setting up 
of the casting plant as an- 
other milestone for Proton 
in the automotive industry. 
he said the skills in preci- 
sion casting were vital in 
industrialistion and Pro- 
ton’s preparedness to ven- 
ture into the chalienging 
field was proof of its com- 
mitment to venture fully 
into the automotive indus- 
try. 

He commended Proton’s 
success in producing new 
models and hoped that it 
would strive to be self-suffi- 
cient by fully utilising do- 
mestic resources in its uro- 
duction. 

He said Proton has been 
able to increase the use of 
local components, expertise 
and labour and if not for the 
surge of the yen, the per- 
centage of local input would 
be much higher than the 
current 80 pey cent. 

Jamil, in his speech said 
the casting plant at the Hi- 
corn-Glenmarie Industrial 
Park was the first factorv 
manufacturing engine 
parts and it was equipped 
with the latest generation 
equipment and machinery. 

He said the ulant was set 
up to upgrad& Proton‘s ca- 
pability in the production of 
raw materials for compo- 
nents in order to become a 
self-sufficient car producer. 

The FtM260 million plant 
will focus on the production 
of cylinder blocks, bearing 
caps, bra;.<2 drums and 
brake discs. Production of 
crank shafts will begin in 
mid-1996. 
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