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Coalition. reflects philosofihies of vafious 

BN confident of 
By Manan Osman 
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad said the Barisan Na- 
sional is not just a coalition 
of political parties sharing a 
common cause and under- 

~~$d~$s$~~~ ,“&l$~l 
phies of the various 
communities, religions, cul- 
tures and behefs 

The Prime Minister and 
chairman of the BN said the 
coalition’s concept of shar- 
ing power amon 
political parties fl 

the ethnic 
ad proven 

to be beneficial and had 
since become a model and 
inspiration for other devel- 
oping countries. 

It is these elements that 
have made the Prime Minis- 
ter express his confidence of 
a big victory in the general 
election, saying that the 
BN’s optimism was based 
on reality. 

Dr Mahathir, in his mes- 
sage in conjunction with the 
BN convention on Saturday, 
the first ever since its ince 
tion in 1974, said: “We wr 1 ;P 

- 

go to the people to ask for 
their mandate and confi- 
dence in administering the 
nation. 

“I am confident that we 
will be given the mandate 
based on our performance 
in the Government.” 

He described the general 
election as a daunting and 
major test for the party 
which it had to face “very 
soon.” 

He said the BN’s credibil- 
ity and position at present 
was extremely strong and 
God willing, could repeat its 
performance in the general 
election. 

“In fact, we are confident 
that our achievement would 
be much better than in 1990 
(general election),” the 
Prime Minister said. 

Dr Mahathir, who is also 
Umno president, added that 
the nation’s development 
was progressing dynamical- 
ly in all fields. This is cou- 
pled by the unity and 

strength of the BN compo- ’ 
nent parties. 

He said the fact that the 
country had achieved rapid 
progress in all fields since 
independence was unique in 
international history. 

communitieg says -PM 
Developing countries 

whose community pattern 
was almost similar to Ma- 
laysia’s had expressed inter- 
est to emulate or learn the 
country’s wavs and meth- 
ods. - 

The Prime Minister reiter- 
ated that the success and 
development achieved by 
the country did not come 
easily but rather as a result 
of the co-operation of all 
races. 

He said: “It is not because 
the Malays can tolerate the 
Chinese or the Chinese can 
tolerate the Malays or the 
Malays are willing to accom- 
modate the Indians and so 
on. 

“But our success, unity 
and brotherly relations 
among the various races, 
can be achieved because ev- 
eryone of us is confident 
that racial integration can 
only be undertaken through 
political, economic, social 
and cultural programmes 
which are reaQ;tic and prag- 
matic, and which respect 
the interests of every group 
in the country.” 

Dr Mahathir said the idea 
of 

P 
ower sharing was to en- 

ab e the people to enjoy 
equal treatment, adding 
that the sovereignty of the 
people dIpended on the De- 
wan Rakyat. 

He said in the country’s 
parliamentary democracy 

tives in a democratic way. 
He said since indepen- 

dence in 1957, the system 
had undergone changes 
suitable with the needs and 
interest of the people but 
the system remamed stead- 
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Dr M:Barisan must repeat performance 
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fast ahd unwavering, thus 
enabling the people to 
choose their own Govern- 
ment. 

“Some groups, envious of 
the BN’s power and voice in 
the Dewan Rakyat, tend to 
forget that the victory was a 
result of the people’s votes, 
which were obtained in a 
~o;ocratically-held elec- 

“They tried to bring in 
people from outside to con- 
trol the election in 1990 but 

it was apparent that the 
election was held in accor- 
$,a;:? with democratic prac- 

Dr Mahathir said the BN 
had to repeat its perfor- 
mance this time around not 
because it was power crazy 
but because it was the only 
party capable, based on its 
past records, to continue 
with the nation’s develo - 
ment and progress towar $ s 
Vision 2020. 

He also warned the people 
of a more challenging fu- 

ture, stressing that if they 
did not bother to strengthen 
their unity, all that had 
been achieved would come 
to naught. 

He &id the people must 
be willing to set aside past 
prejudices and dare to ac- 
cept challenges of the fu- 
ture. 

Old practices which could 
obstruct progress should 
also be discarded, he added. 

He said the oppostion had 
tried to emulate the BN for- 
mula by forming the Gaga- 

san Rakyat and Angkatan 
Pernaduan Ummah but 
their attempts failed as they 
were more concerned about 
getting seats and power. 

The day-long convention 
at Dewan Merdeka, Putra 
World Trade Centre will be 
participated by 3,700 people 
including Cabinet Minis- 
ters, Menteris Besar and 
Chief Ministers and mem- 
bers of the Dewan Rakyat 
and Dewan Negara. 

Dr Mahathir is scheduled 
to open the convention. 
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