Dr M urges Singapore, Manila to resolve

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. -
Singapore and the Philip-
pines should tryv to resolve
their current diplomatic
rift in the Asean spirit, Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad said today.

If allowed to go en, the
issue could spoil relations
between two Asean mem-
bers. the Prime Minister

said.

Dr Mahathir said this
when asked to comment on
the problem between the
two countries, triggered by
the hanging of a Filipina
maid in Singapore on
March 17 for murder.

The Prime Minister said:
“In the Asean spirit, we
should try to resolve this

issue,

“We should look into the
complaints and see what
can be done. I don’t think
we should allow issues like
this to sour relationships
hetween us.”

Asked whether the issue
would adversely affect
Asean, the Prime Minister
said he did not think it

would affect Asean as a
whole.

Asked whether he would
like Malaysia to mediate
between the two countries,
Dr Mahathir said the coun-
try had not been invited to
take up such a role.

“I think the Asean set-up
is sufficient for all kinds of
get-togethers to discuss (is-

sues).”

The Prime Minister was
speaking to reporters after
witnessing the signing cer-
emony of the statement of
vision for the Southeast
Asgian Telecommunica-
tions Community at the
Crown Princess Hotel here.

The Filipina maid, Flor
Contemplacion, a 42-year-
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old mother of four, was
convicted for the 1991 kill-
ing of another Filipina
maid and a Singaporean
boy.

It was reported that the
row was over the refusal by
Singapore to delay the
hanging pending new evi-
dence to prove her inno-
cence.

In the aftermath of the
hanging, Philippines presi-
dent Fidel Ramos down-
graded diplomatic ties with
Singapore and ordered a
military transport plane to
ferry back some 200 mairis
from Singapore.

The Phlippine Govern-
ment had said that it was
counting on Hong Kong,

Malaysia, South Korea and
Taiwan to absorb néw Fili-
pina domestic maids &mid
a ban on further, deploy-
ment to Singapore.

Asked when the general
election would be held, the
Prime Minister said: “We
have plenty of time. the
whole of 1995 will be devot-
ed to the election.”
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